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Goneword... 


This book marks the second volume of Negro Baptist History in 
Kentucky, the Golden Jubilee volume published in 1915 being the 
first. It chronicles the 75th year of the General Association of 
Colored Baptists in Kentucky and the 78th year of Baptist Organiza- 
tion. 


This Diamond Jubilee volume has been prepared for the benefit of 
the future Baptists, that they may know and appreciate the achieve- 
ments of their ancestors who have carried the banner for seventy-five 
years, and the true doctrines of Baptist Faith and Principles have 
never trailed in the dust. 


In writing its pages, churches, organizations and individuals have 
been aware that the object sought is for the development of genera- 
tions yet unborn and a greater faith will be established for the build- 
ing on the foundation laid by the saints of yester-years. 


A considerable body of accurate data bearing upon the progress of 
Kentucky Baptists has been secured. What has been achieved thus, 
will serve to increase interest and appreciation of progress in the 
seventy-five years of existence. 


Leaders of Baptists today look backward over a period of pioneer- 
ing in which the forefathers suffered, toiled and prayed for the free- 
dom of bedy and soul, and for a greater spiritual and civic develop- 
ment of the human race. Today we pay homage to them and give 
credit to those Saints for their loyal devotion to duty. This volume 
appears at a critical period in the history of the world. Our habits 
of life are being profoundly modified by another World War, Chris- 
tendom is receiving the acid test, and when peace comes on earth 
again we will be under the necessity of developing christian methods 
in all our activities in order to maintain a standard of christian prac- 
tices. As you read the pages of this volume may you receive courage 
and strength to go forward in the development of a greater church 
for tomorrow. 


We bring to you a rich heritage, and look with humble pride on 
the achievements of the past. We have a beautiful vision of the 
future, gazing on Baptist leaders as they forge ahead with undaunted 
courage and unfaltering faith in God, going forth to a more glorious 
victory. 

HENRIETTA PENMAN BUTLER. 
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HISTORY OF THE GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF 
COLORED BAPTISTS IN KENTUCKY 
Arranged by Geo. A. Hampton, Secretary 

Being so far removed from the beginning of events affecting the 
General Association, I count myself fortunate indeed to have at hand 
a record compiled by my predecessor, the late Wm. H. Steward. For 
8 years he was the Secretary, and the following narrative is the 
direct result of his personal contact, and knowledge gained first hand. 

Quoting from the Golden Jubilee Volume, Dr. C. H. Parrish, Editor: 

“Shortly after the slaves were freed in this State, the Baptist minis- 
ters decided to meet for the organization of the State Convention of 
Colored Baptists in Kentucky. This was effected in the Fifth Street 
Baptist Church, Louisville, Ky., on Wednesday, before the third Sun- 
day in August, 1865, when messengers from twelve Baptist churches 
met and organized with the late Rev. H. Adams, pastor of Fifth 
Street Baptist Church, Louisville, as President; Brother Vincent Helm, 
Green Street Baptist Church, Louisville, Vice President; Rev. E. E. 
Hansbrough, Secretary; Brother Peter Smith, of Frankfort, Ky., Treas- 
urer. The churches represented in the meeting were: Fifth Street 
Baptist Church, Green Street Baptist Church, York Street Baptist 
Church, Louisville; First Baptist Church, Danville; Baptist Church, 
Greensburg; First Baptist Church, Pleasant Green Baptist Church, 
Lexington. Among the leaders in the meeting were: Revs. H. Adams, 
R. Sneethen, Chas. Edwards, W. W. Taylor, I. Slaughter, R. Martin, 
J. Monroe, E. W. Green. Among the laymen that were present: 
B. Fink, V. Helm, E. E. Hansbrough, Wm. Pendigrass, Q. B. Jones, 
B. Martin, Peter Smith, Thomas Lee, Henry Samuel, J. Tandy, Sam 
Williams, H. Washington, F. Robinson, and others. It seems there 
must have been an understanding among the preachers relative to 
establishing a Baptist College in the State before the meeting of the 
convention, because certain Baptists had purchased the Hill property 
at Frankfort, which subsequently was transferred to the convention. 
From the records, this property was purchased by John H. Thomas, 
Robert Martin, Tabb Smith, and Henry Samuels, under deed dated, 
August 12, 1865, from E. A. Dudley and wife, the consideration being 
two thousand dollars, which was before the convention was organ- 
ized. This same property was conveyed by John H. Thomas, R. Mar- 
tin, Tabb Smith, and H. Samuels, to Richard Sneethen, Henry Adams, 
W. W. Taylor, Solomon Patterson, Peter Smith, Tabb Smith, Henry 
Samuels, J. H. Thomas and Jas. Monroe, trustees of the Colored Bap- 
tist Association of Kentucky. The consideration was the same that 
it was when they made the purchase, and the deed is dated, August 
21, 1866. Among the first acts of this convention was one to begin 
the establishing of this school, and appoint a committee to look after 
the matter. The constitution was adopted, and most of the time of 
this first session was taken in a general discussion of the work. The 
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committee on membership reported at this session about 5,000 mem- 
bers. The next session was held in the First Baptist Church of Frank- 
fort, Ky., where several new churches were added to the number 
which was enrolled at the first session. At this meeting, Rev. D. A. 
Gaddie, Rev. Peter Johnson, Rev. C. Clark, Rev. Reuben Lee, were 
new members enrolled. All of the preliminary discussion was deferred 
at the present session and the officers elected. The sermon was 
preached by Rev. J. Monroe, from the text, Hebrews, 13:1. The first 
report of Missionary work by Baptists in Kentucky was made at this 
meeting by Rev. R. Martin who collected $22.98; expenses, $13.60; 
balance, $9.38, which the convention let him have as his salary. One 
of the interesting features of this meeting was the presence of Rev. 
S. F. Thomas, Secretary of White Baptists, who made an interesting 
address to the brethren in black, and Rev. H. Adams, the president 
of the convention, was sent as a representative to the General Asso- 
ciation of White Baptists in Kentucky. According to the record there 
was nothing on program in the afternoon and the time was used for 
the preparation of reports. The first trustees were elected at this ses- 
sion; four from Frankfort, four from Louisville, and one from Lex- 
ington; they were P. Smith, T. Smith, J. H. Thomas, H. Samuels, H. 
Adams, R. Sneethen, W. W. Taylor, S. Patterson, Jas. Monroe. Sunday 
was devoted to religious services. There was no record kept and the 
convention met Monday morning at 9 oclock. At this meeting the 
First Baptist Church, Frankfort, made the first payment on the Hill 
Property before it actually came into the possession of the convention. 

The Convention for 1867 was held at the First Baptist Church of 
Lexington, at which the following new churches were enrolled: Ver- 
sailles, Fourth St., Louisville, Cynthiana, New Castle, Keene, Bridge- 
port, Shelbyville, and Harrodsburg. It seems that the time for the 
meeting was changed that year, and the convention began on Monday 
morning. The sermon was preached by Rev. R. Sneethen. Text, 
Psalm, 1:6. The officers were all re-elected and the various commit- 
tees were appointed. Among the plans adopted at this meeting to 
raise the money to pay for the Hill Property was for all pastors to lay 
the matter before their churches, and ask all the members to pledge 
5c monthly for this purpose which was adopted. Laymen seem to 
have been more active in the early meetings than they are at present, 
for at this meeting some laymen came from nearly all the churches 
and were active in all the deliberations. Rev. Wm. Pratt, who was a 
prominent White Baptist minister, was present at this session, and 
gave much valuable assistance to the brethren for which he was ten- 
dered a vote of thanks. Time was given to the formation of District 
Associations in the State, which has proved very helpful to the de- 
nomination. The convention was in session a full week this year as 
it did not adjourn until Monday following the opening of the con- 
vention. 
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The churches seem to have been as generous with their contributions 
as they are to this day. The Fifth Street Baptist Church, Louisville, 
$100; Green Street Baptist Church, Louisville, $100; and the First 
Baptist Church, Franktort, $100. Rev. S. Patterson, who was the 
missionary that year, had a balance due him of $15 for service, which 
sum he donated to the convention. The first obituary in the history 
of the Association was submitted this year, when the deaths of C. H. 
Green and J. C. Davis of Danville, were reported. 

The convention in 1868 returned to Louisville, and opened in Fifth 
Street Baptist Church on Friday morning, August 7th. The first 
statistical report of the churches appeared in the record of this year 
when 6,260 members were enartcd from the twenty-seven churches. 
The new churches reported this year were: Winchester, Lancaster, 
Bloomfield, Lebanon, Stanford, Bardstown. Rev. R. Lee preached the 
introductory sermon from 2 Cor., 5th chapter, 7th verse. For the 
first time in the history of the convention there was a visitor from the 
North in the person of Rev. R. DeBaptiste, from Chicago. At this 
meeting it was determined to change the convention to the General 
Association of Colored Baptists in Kentucky, and a committee was 
appointed for formulating the plan to make the change. This com- 
mittee consisted of H. Adams, J. Monroe, R. T. W. James, W. J. 
Brown, E. W. Green, R. Lee, P. Johnson, I. Slaughter, and D. A. 
Gaddie. The offer of the White Baptist Association to assist in the 
evangelization and education of our people was accepted and Rev. 
H. Adams, who had previously ood continued to ae after this 
phase of the work. Rev. P. Johnson acted as missionary this year and 
traveled 355 miles and was in the field three months and fifteen days, 
during which time he delivered sixteen sermons and collected $36.47. 
Of course, these early missionaries continued the work in connection 
with their pastoral work and only visited points near their homes. 
The deaths of Rev. E. Thomas and S. Taylor were reported at this 
session, and suitable resolutions were adopted. At this session of the 
convention the trustees were given power to locate the Normal and 
Ind. Institute on the Hill Property in Frankfort unless other property 
seemed more favorable than that. It was agreed upon as far as the 
opening of the school was concerned, and a building was erected for 
the public school a short distance up the hill. The matter of form- 
ing District Associations had been suggested at a previous meeting 
and at this meeting the state was divided into two districts in view of 
encouraging the organization of district associations. 

In 1869, the General Association was formed at the First Baptist 
Church at Lexington, Kentucky, with Rev. H. Adams, moderator; Rev. 
R. T. W. James, Recording Secretary; Q. B. Jones, Corresponding 
Secretary; Peter Smith, Treasurer. There were several new churches 
reported: Simpsonville, Evergreen of Lexington, Washington, Mays- 
lick, Little Flock of Louisville, Baptist Church of Athens. Member- 
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ship of these churches was 12,620. The association formed, on Tues- 
day morning, and continued until the following Sunday. At this ses- 
sion of the Association the matter of corresponding with the several 
district associations took definite form and delegates were sent to the 
various associations and in addition to this, the Western Baptist As- 
sociation, the American Consolidated Convention of Baptists, which 
were to meet in Paducah shortly. A letter of correspondence was also 
read by Rev. F. F. Thomas, Corresponding Secretary of the White 
Baptists, who had previously visited the Association. Rev. Wm. Pratt 
was also among the visitors and gave valuable assistance in directing 
the officers along proper and systematic lines in the prosecution of the 
work of the Association. The idea of establishing a college for the 
training of ministers which was ever gaining in prominence in the 
minds of the leaders of the Association was always discussed when 
they met. There was a little discussion in this meeting as to where 
the college should be located, in Frankfort or Louisville; it finally 
stood 25 for Louisville and 24 for Frankfort. Among the next moves 
of the Association was to establish a State Sunday School Convention, 
which was called to meet in the Baptist Church at Georgetown. This 
convention met and organized and after several years of effective work | 
was disbanded. Another movement was the establishing of a Re- 
ligious Paper. This was recited to the committee of which Rev. Dupee 
was chairman, and which reported in favor of printing such a journal. 
For the first year the mission work seems to have had reasonable suc- 
cess. R. Jones labored five months, traveled 5,285 miles, delivered 
ten sermons, attended nine revivals, visited twenty-six churches, bap- 
tized fifty candidates, organized three churches, collected $685.65; 
paid all his salary and expenses and had $169.41 to turn over to the 
Association. 

In 1870, in the Washington St. Baptist Church, Paducah, Ky., the 
General Association assembled, August 9th. Rev. H. Adams, who had 
been a leading spirit in the convention and association since the or- 
ganization, was so feeble that he was unable to attend this session. 
Rev. J. Monroe was Moderator pro tem, and Rev. J. F. Thomas, tem- 
porary secretary. At the regular election, Rev. Reuben Lee was made 
Moderator for the year. The members and new churches were reported 
at this meeting: Livingston, Christiansburg, Mount Vernon, Prince- 
ton, Columbia, and others, situated on the border of Tennessee. There 
was a disposition on the part of the brethren to protect the ministers 
against impostors and a resolution was adopted requesting churches 
not to receive ministers in their pulpits who had not come with the 
proper credentials, and it was also decided to hold a ministers’ meet- 
ing on Tuesday, before the opening of the General Association. 

The Baptist Church, Danville, Ky., was the place of meeting of the 
General Association, 1871. Rev. Dupee of Paducah, was elected Mod- 
erator at this session and he was re-elected for eleven years in suc- 
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cession. He was a man of great determination and did much during 
his administration to help the work of the denomination. Rev. W. H. 
Butler, Lexington; R. Lee, Q. B. Jones, Louisville; P. Smith, Frank- 
fort, were elected Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer, re- 
spectively. The ministers and deacons’ meeting was held with the 
General Association at this meeting for the first time and discussed 
and brought up several interesting and helpful questions. Rev. S. L. 
Helm, one of the White Baptist pastors of the State, was a welcome 
visitor, and took a great interest in the proceedings. There were 
twenty-six new churches added to the association at this session, and 
two brethren who became prominent in denominational work were 
enrolled as messengers. 

The General Association held its Fourth Anniversary with the Bap- 
tist Church at Georgetown, Ky., in 1872, and its Fifth Anniversary 
with the Baptist Church at Paris, Ky,. in 1873. The additions of new 
churches continued at both of these meetings and showed that the 
work was growing in favor among the brethren. Among the white 
brethren who were persent at the Georgetown meeting were, Rev. 
D. Dowden of Cloverport, H. McDonald of Georgetown, Prof. J. E. 
Farnum and Prof. W. Thomas, Rev. S. L. Helm, and others. A propo- 
sition was submitted at this meeting from the General Association of 
white Baptists, relative to co-operation in a plan of erecting a pro- 
posed Normal and Theological Institute. There was also a suggestion 
made as to the establishing of a religious periodical to be run under 
the auspices of the General Association. A proposition to incorporate 
the General Association was also submitted and approved and at the 
meeting in Paris the next year, these articles were accepted by the 
General Association, the same having been enacted by the Legisla- 
ture of the State. The articles of incorporation were drawn by Junius 
Caldwell, a lawyer of Louisville, and Rev. G. Clay Smith and Rev. 
S. L. Helm, and the incorporators were: Andrew Heath, W. W. Taylor, 
P. H. Alexander, J. H. Hightower, Q. B. Jones, Ben Burbridge, W. H. 
Steward, B. Martin, R. Martin, J. F. Thomas, James Monroe, E. W. 
Green and D. A. Gaddie. These articles were approved, March 5, 
1873. Of these incorporators it might be well to note that at this time 
there are only two survivors, J. F. Thomas and W. H. Steward. 

During 1872, the Baptists of the State suffered a great loss in the 
death of Rev. Henry Adams, a recognized leader in denominational 
work, which occurred, November 3, 1872. 

The Association in 1874, held its session with the First Baptist 
Church of Bowling Green, Ky., which was largely attended. There 
were 14 new churches enrolled at this session, and the old officers re- 
elected without contest. 

The Seventh Anniversary was held in York St. Baptist Church, 
Louisville, August 11-14, 1875. Some few changes were made in 
officers this year; Rev. W. W. Taylor becoming assistant Moderator 
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in place of Rev. James Monroe, and Peter Johnson becoming treasurer 
in place of Brother Peter Smith, who had served the Association from 
the date of its organization. Another feature of this Association was 
the large number of laymen who were messengers this year and took 
an active part in the deliberations. The Theological school which was 
opened November 24, 1874, at Olivet Baptsit Church, corner West 
and Walnut Streets, Louisville, Ky., was endorsed and authorized 
to continue. This was a small beginning but it indicated that the 
pioneers in our organized denominational work had never abandoned 
hope of the final success of that movement. The sale of the Hill prop- 
erty, which had been discussed at former meetings, now took definite 
shape and the trustees were ordered to sell the same. Steps were also 
taken at this meeting to join in the Centennial celebration in 1876, of 
the preaching of the first Baptist sermon in the State of Kentucky. 
It also endorsed the publishing of the Baptist Herald, which was 
issued at Paducah by Rev. G. W. Dupee. The death of Rev. James 
Monroe, one of the pioneer ministers, which took place November 
25, 1875, was announced at this meeting, and a suitable tribute to 
his memory was spread upon the records. 

In 1876, the session was held in Harrodsburg, Ky., which was one 
of the stormiest sessions in the history of the Association, growing out 
of contests over the admission of messengers from several churches 
which were in dispute. Otherwise it was a successful session and there 
was no controversy about any other matter. 

The First Baptist Church, Frankfort, Ky., was the place of meeting 
in 1877, and this, like the meeting in Harrodsburg, was a little ex- 
citing, growing out of controversy about the admission of some new 
churches. Prof. L. B. Tefft, of Nashville Institute; Rev. W. M. Pratt, 
Shelbyville; J. M. Stephenson, Stamping Ground, were among the 
white Baptists who attended the session and gave the force of their 
experience in directing affairs. There was only one change in the 
list of officers and that was in the selection of W. H. Steward, who 
had served previously as assistant secretary to recording secretary. 
Brother Steward has served continuously since that time. There 
were 83 new churches admitted to membership in the Association 
that year. Among the visitors to the Association was Rev. J. G. Fee 
of Berea College, who delivered an address on Education. Among 
the resolutions adopted at this session of the General Association was 
the following: There is to be held a National Baptist Convention at 
some place suitable to this body, one of the objects of which is to _ 
found or establish a Book Concern in the interest of our denomina- 
tion, and produce harmony of action among our churches of each 
State in relation to Education and Mission work. The following 
brethren were appointed to represent this Association, when the Con- 
vention should Be held: G. W. Dupee, J. F. Thomas, W. H. Butler, 
Allen Allenworth, W. W. Taylor, J. H. Parrish, A. Heath, I. Slaugh- 
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ter, R. Martin, C. Smothers, E. W. Green, P. Johnson, M. Campbell, 
EK. M. Manuel, C. Clark, W. J. Brown, S. Grigsby. From this it will 
be seen that the idea of a National Baptist Convention and a pub- 
lishing house was founded among Kentucky Baptists as early as 1877. 

The next session of the General Association was held in Richmond, 
1878. There were twenty new churches enrolled, which increased the 
number of churches to 184, and the membership to 32,305. The in- 
troductory sermon was preached by Rev. D. A. Gaddie and the 
amount raised during the session was $53.05. Rev. G. Clay Smith, 
one of the white brethren in the state, who had been deeply interested 
in our work, was present and addressed the Association. The Board 
of Trustees were instructed to sell the Hill property in Frankfort and 
a committee, consisting of A. Heath, D. A. Gaddie, C. C. Stumm, Jas. 
Thomas, I. Slaughter, P. Johnson, G. W. Ward, J. M. Harris, Wm. 
Miller and J .H. Parris, was appointed to examine the property and 
act with the Board before the purchase was made. At this session, 
the Association also appointed Brother A. O. Kennedy, Georgetown; 
J. Q. Wilhite, Portland; P. H. Kennedy, Greenville, as students to the 
Nashville Institute, and appropriated $40.00 each, toward their ex- 
penses, provided they should raise $10.00 each. 

The session of the General Association in 1879, met in the First 
Baptist Church, Lexington, and was opened August 13. The officers 
were re-elected with the exception that two assistant moderators were 
elected, in the person of E. W. Green, Maysville, and Allen Allen- 
worth, Bowling Green. This session was distinguished from the fact 
that the Hill property of Frankfort was sold this year to Peter Smith, 
May 3, 1879, for $2,000, and the Zane property was purchased and 
deeded to the General Association of Colored Baptists in Kentucky, 
May 10, 1879, for $13,800. The sale of this Hill property had been 
pending for several years. 

The first money paid on the Zane property, $300, was borrowed, 
February 17th, and was repaid May 19th, according to contract, from 
part of the proceeds of the sale of the Hill property. The Zane property 
in Louisville was used for picnics and outings during the summer this 
year, and a school was opened November 25, under the supervision 
of Mr. E. P. Marrs and his brother, H. C. Marrs. In the early days 
of the Association, the white friends took considerable interest in our 
work, and there was present in this session: President E. H. Fairchild, 
Berea College; E. G. Savage, American Baptist School; R. T. Sumner, 
Secretary American Baptist Pub. Society; S. W. Riland; Rev. A. C. 
Caperton, Editor Western Recorder; W. M. Pratt, Midway; J. M. 
Frost, Lexington. These brethren addressed the Association at dif- 
ferent times during the meeting. The number of churches enrolled 
this year was 195, and the membership was 36,634. 

In 1880, the Association met in Hopkinsville. There were 15 new 
churches enrolled at this session and the membership increased to 
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41,858. The selection of the committee of ladies to solicit funds proved 
helpful, and the amount raised was $1,406.60, nearly three times as 
large as the year before. The death of Brother Charles Clark, one of 
the pioneer ministers of the Association; Rev. Wm. Fowler, and Rev. 
Thomas Adams, were reported at this meeting. The American Bap- 
tist Home Mission Society of New York began its co-operation with 
us in the conduct of our educational work this year, and appropriated 
$1,500 toward the payment of teachers’ salaries. 

The session of the Association in 1882 was opened, August 16th, in 
the Baptist Church at Versailles, Ky. There had been considerable 
unrest shown during the year as to the administration of Rev. G. W. 
Dupee as Moderator, and in the opening of the Association, he ten- 
dered his resignation, which was accepted, and when the election 
took place, Rev. Peter Johnson was elected Moderator. The work of 
the Normal and Theological Institute had grown in importance, and 
140 students had been enrolled during the term. The American Bap- 
tist Home Mission Society had increased its appropriations to $2,500 
toward the payment of teachers’ salaries, and $500.00 had been col- 
lected at the White General Association at its session in Hopkinsville. 
There were present, Rev. George Hunt, Rev. G. F. Bagby, Rev. E. V. 
Kirtley, bearing greetings of this body. The death of Rev. W. W. 
Taylor, pastor of York Street Baptist Church, Louisville, which took 
place April 21, 1882, was announced, and appropriate reports adopted. 

The session of 1883 was held in the Baptist Church, Maysville, and 
the session of 1884 in the Alpha Baptist Church, Franklin. These 
years were devoid of any pecial incidents, with the exception that the 
women had been invited to attend the session of 1883, with the view 
of organizing a Women’s Educational Convention, but the church was 
unwilling to entertain them, and the result was that the idea was 
abandoned. The Association appointed a committee to form the 
organization, which took place in the Fifth Street Baptist Church, 
Louisville, September 11, 1883. The enrollment at the Institute had 
increased to 192 and we had the first graduates from the Academic 
and Normal departments. 

In 1884, the charter of the General Association had been amended, 
and the Institute was changed to State University under its authority. 
There was a gift of $500.00 made this year through the solicitation of 
President Simmons, from J. D. Rockefeller, which was used for special 
improvements. The death of Mr. H. C. Marrs, who had been the 
leading spirit in the establishing of the school, took place in August, 
and it was a source of sincere regret, and a loss to the denomination. 

The session of 1885 was held in the First Baptist Church, Danville. 
The one of 1886, in the State Street Baptist Church, Bowling Green, 
and in 1887, in the First Baptist Church, Georgetown. Nothing of 
special interest was done at the esssion of 1885 except the usual routine 
business, the officers all being re-elected. 


DIAMOND JUBILEE 13 


In 1886, however, the session was again a little stormy. Numerous 
reports had circulated in the State relative to the educational work, 
and a committee was appointed to examine into these statements. So 
eager were the brethren to hear these reports, that they were sub- 
mitted before the letters were read. Everything being favorable and 
satisfactory, they were approved. Dr. E. P. Marrs was elected Treas- 
urer at this session, and remained in that position until his death. The 
appointment of Rev. Allensworth as Chaplain of the 24th U. S. In- 
fantry was approved and the thanks of the Association tendered to 
President Cleveland for this action. The call to organize the proposed 
National Baptist Convention in St. Louis, August 25, 1886, was ap- 
proved, and the pastors urged to attend the meeting. The work of 
State University had been very satisfactory, and it had its first grad- 
uates from the college department this year. 

In 1887, at Georgetown, Rev. S. P. Young was elected Moderator and 
aside from the usual business there was an address from Chaplain 
Allensworth, and from President R. M. Dudley of Georgetown College. 

The session of 1888 was held in Clay Street Baptist Church, Shelby- 
ville, Ky. The auditing committee, which had been adopted as a 
policy of the Association, made a satisfactory report which was ap- 
proved. The unwritten two-year rule of the election of Moderator 
was begun in this session, and Rev. S. P. Young of Lexington, re- 
elected, though there was quite a contest over the other offices. 

In 1889, the session was held in Lampton Baptist Church, Louisville. 
Under the two-year rule, Dr. D. A. Gaddie, after an interval of two 
years, was elected for another term as Moderator. The committee on 
grievances, which was a fixture, apparently, of the early Associa- 
tional meetings, was much in evidence at this session, and reported 
on a number of cases. In the report of the Board of Trustees was 
the very encouraging announcement that the last note, $7,800, on the 
property, had been paid by the American Baptist Home Mission So- 
ciety in addition to their usual contribution to the work. 

The 22nd annual session of the General Association was held in the 
First Baptist Church of Henderson, August 12-17, 1890, and the 23rd 
session in Main Street Baptist Church, Lexington, August 11-16, 1891. 
Rev. J. K. Polk was elected Moderator at the Henderson meeting, and 
presided at both sessions. There were seven new churches admitted 
at Henderson. Rev. G. H. Summers was among the corresponding 
messengers representing the White Baptist Association. Rev. E. M. 
Brawley, D.D., represented the American Baptist Publication Society. 
The serious illness of Rev. Wm. J. Simmons was announced, and spe- 
cial prayer services for his recovery were held. The report of the 
Board of Trustees showed that Dr. W. J. Simmons had tendered his 
resignation as President of the University to engage in another phase 
of educational work. Dr. C. S. Dinkins, who had been connected 
with the University, was elected President, but finally decided that 
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he could not accept the work. Rev. R. L. Thurman was engaged in 
the work of raising a fund among the White Baptists for the Uni- 
versity this year, and had met with reasonable success. At the Lex- 
ington meeting, Rev. J. H. Garnett, D.D., the new President of the 
University, was introduced, and made a strong plea for that work. 
This session was distinguished particularly for the enrollment of a 
large number of young men in the Association. The death of Dr. 
W. J. Simmons at Cane Spring, Ky., August 30, 1890, was announced, 
and a suitable tribute to his memory was passed and an offering 
raised for the Simmons’ Memorial Fund. Appropriately the remains 
of Dr. Simmons lay in state in the University until the time of his 
funeral in the Fifth Street Baptist Church. The funeral was preached 
by Dr. C. H. Parrish, at the request of the deceased. 

The session in 1892, was held in Richmond, and in 1893, in Har- 
rodsburg. Rev. C. Smothers of Versailles, was elected Moderator and 
served at both these sessions. Twelve new churches were admitted 
in 1892, and four in 1893. The death of Rev. Isaac Slaughter, assistant 
moderator of the General Association occurred February 6, 1892, and 
that of Rev. M. Harding, a pioneer minister of the State of Kentucky, 
April 4, 1892. The frame chapel at State University burned in 1891, 
and the trustees reported that a new brick chapel had been erected 
and commendable progress made in paying for the same. L. M. Luke 
of the Foreign Mission Board, representing its claim; Rev. J. W. Ward- 
er, Corresponding Secretary of the White General Association, bearing 
greetings from that body. and W. P. Harvey, business manager of the 
Western Recorder, were among the visitors. 

The General Association met in Owensboro in 1894, and the clamor 
for recognition among the Western Kentucky Baptists resulted in the 
election of Rev. G. W. Dupee as Moderator again, with C. C. Bates 
and D. S. Slaughter as assistant moderators, Rev. F. D. Hale, Rev. S. 
W. Ryland, Rev. W. J. Holzclaw and Rev. J. W. Warder, representing 
the White Baptist Association, gave interesting addresses. The Board 
of Trustees reported the resignation of Dr. J. H. Garnett as President, 
after four years of excellent service. This came as a surprise to many 
of the brethren and provoked quite an animated discussion. The 
death of Bro. Q. B. Jones, Corresponding Secretary of the Associa- 
tion, occurred September 15, 1894. 

In 1895, the Association met in Paducah again, when three new 
churches were admitted. Dr. C. L. Purce, the new President of State — 
University, made his initial address and was favorably received. The 
special committee appointed at Owensboro last year to examine the 
accounts and methods of business of State University, made a very 
satisfactory report and began a new reign of peace in our denomina- 
tional work. 

The 28th annual session of the General Association met in the First 
Baptist Church at Lexington, August 12, 1896. Rev. C. C. Bates was 
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elected Moderator, and Rev. R. H. C. Mitchell and Rev. J .F. Hum- 
mons as assistant Moderators, the other officers being re-elected. This 
seems to have been a year of church troubles, for there was no end 
to the number of objections to the enrolling of messengers, and the 
appointments of committees to investigate troubles. The most of 
them were adjusted amicably. 

In 1897, the experiment of holding the Association under a tent on 
the campus of State University was tried, and was successful only in 
the way of being a novelty. Among the distinguished visitors present 
were: Rev. S. N. Vass, representing the American Baptist Publication 
Society; W. B. Johnson, representing the Baptist Magazine; R H. 
Boyd, representing the Baptist Publishing House, and Rev. L. G. 
Jordan, representing the Foreign Mission Board. 

The session of the General Association in 1898 was held in Frank- 
fort in First Baptist Church, August 17. Rev. G. W. Bowling was 
elected Moderator, and Rev. John Johnson and Rev. E. Williams were 
elected as assistant Moderators. Governor W. O. Bradley delivered 
the address of welcome and it was cordially received. The death 
roster this year was large, embracing such pioneers as Rev. G. W. 
Dupee of Paducah; Rev. M. Campbell, Richmond. A memorial service 
was held during the session in honor of their memories. Rev. W. H. 
Craighead, who had served as corresponding secretary since the death 
of Brother Q. B. Jones, retired in order that Dr. P. H. Kennedy, general 
missionary, could be elected, following the policy of the White Baptist 
Association. There were four new churches admitted this year, which 
brought the number of churches up to 365, and the membership to 
60,248. 

The session of the General Association in Paris in 1899, was a 
veritable love feast, as there was no controversy about any matter, 
and the officers were re-elected without contest, but the program 
which had been prepared by the Executive Board was not accepted by 
the Association as it preferred to go along the well-trodden paths 
which it had followed for years. Among the visitors at the Association 
this year was Rev. Peter Johnson of Topeka, Kans., formerly a treas- 
urer and a Moderator of the General Association. He was given a 
most cordial welcome and extended every courtesy. 

The session of 1900, was held in the First Baptist Church of 
Georgetown, August 15th. There were no particular matters of con- 
troversy, and the officers were easily elected and the business trans- 
acted. Rev. J. H. Frank, D.D., was elected Moderator; Rev. W. H. 
Leavell and Rev. G. M. Moore, assistant Moderators; the other 
officers being re-elected. There were two new churches added. Dr. 
Frank, the new Moderator, immediately began a debt campaign and 
when the Association met in Versailles, in 1901, $2,444.03 were raised, 
which was the highest amount ever raised by the General Association 
in any given year up to this time. Among the visitors to this session 
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were: Rev. C. H. Clark of Nashville, and Rev. J. M. Morton of Indian- 
apolis, both being former Kentucky pastors. 

The Association in 1902 met with the Washington Street Baptist 
Church of Paducah, Ky., in its 34th annual session. The Association 
was so well pleased with the record which Dr. Frank had made that 
they broke the two-year unwritten rule and re-elected him Moderator 
again; Rev. J. W. Hawkins and Rev. J. E. Wood, assistants. Eighteen 
new churches were admitted in this session. Not a single objection 
being raised, there was no grievance committee appointed. The ban- 
ner for liberal giving to the Association was awarded the Green Street 
Sunday School of Louisville, which contributed $160 to the Associa- 
tion. The monument which was erected by the Washington Street 
Church to the memory of the late Rev. G. W. Dupee was dedicated 
and unveiled at this session of the Association and the memorial ser- 
mon preached by Rev. C. Smothers, D.D. 

Almost invariably in the history of the Association, after a long 
season of quietude and peace, there comes a session full of appre- 
hension and uneasiness. Such was the 35th annual session of the 
General Association which was held in the First Baptist Church of 
Danville, August 12-16, 1903. There was a feeling during that year 
that there would be serious dissensions when the convention should 
meet, and this fear was realized, at the very opening of the session. 
The Association was divided upon one general proposition and at one 
time it would seem that one faction was in the ascendancy, when it 
would turn and the other faction carry the point. There was a general 
disposition to change officers and while the Moderator was reluctant 
to serve, still it seemed for the best interest of the Association to 
re-elect the entire corps of officers, and this was finally done. The 
wisdom of this action was fully demonstrated, because the next year 
at Winchester, the Baptists of the State came up again united, de- 
termined that the work should not slacken. 

At Winchester, in 1904, Rev. G. W. Ward, D.D., was elected Mod- 
erator, and Rev. C. P. M. Bigbee and Rev. H. D. Carpenter as assist- 
ant Moderators. There was some little friction at the opening of the 
Association, but that was soon removed, and things went along 
quietly. Dr. J. K. Frank, Moderator, was detained at home at the 
opening, and Rev. J. W. Hawkins, D.D., called the meeting to order. 
Church letters were read as usual and ten new churches were en- 
rolled. Rev. A. J. Barton, D.D., Field Secretary of the Southern Bap- 
tist Convention was in attendance and explained the co-operative 
plans of doing mission work among the colored people in the South. 
The report of the Executive Board and the Board of Trustees, showed 
the work to be in an encouraging condition, and the outlook for the 
future bright. Dr. C. H. Parrish, fresh from the Holy Land, gave 
the Association a most interesting account of his trip and observa- 
tions in the Holy Land and presented to Moderator Ward a gavel 
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made of olive wood from the Holy Land, which was accepted in a 
fitting address by Moderator Ward. : 

The session of 1905 was held in the Lampton Street Baptist Church, 
Louisville, Ky., August 16-20. There was no change in the officers 
and they were promptly re-elected. A feeling of gloom and sadness 
was thrown over the Association by the serious illness of President 
C. L. Purce, and his subsequent death while the Association was in 
session. Suitable resolutions of sympathy were adopted and the 
Association attended his funeral in a body at the Fifth Street Baptist 
Church, which was preached by Rev. Cary Smothers, D.D. There 
were eight new churches enrolled at this session of the Association, 
and no committees on grievances were appointed. There were a 
large number of visitors in attendance this year, among whom were: 
Rev. J. W. Carr, Savannah, Ga.; Rev. E. W. D. Isaacs; Rev. W. M. 
Beckham; Rev. L. G. Jordan and Rev. Sutton E. Griggs. A cable- 
gram of greeting was received from Dr. C. H. Parrish who had not 
returned from his trip to Europe in attending the World’s Baptist 
Congress in London. The unfortunate death of the lamented Presi- 
dent Chas. L. Purce, and the election of his successor furnished food 
for a needless controversy, almost from August, 1905, to August, 1906, 
and when the General Association met in its 38th annual session in 
Main Street Baptist Church, Lexington, August 15-19, it was feared 
that there would be an animated and perhaps exciting meeting. This 
proved to be true and at the very opening of the session the reading 
of the church letters and the report of the committee on credentials 
was dispensed with in order that the Association might go into a 
committee of the whole for the purpose of conisdering the report of 
the Executive Board and the report of the Board of Trustees. This 
continued for almost two days when these reports were finally 
adopted. However, the question of the election of the new Presi- 
dent of State University was the bone of contention, and it was pro- 
longed until the special committee to which the question had been 
referred, reported on Saturday. It was evident that the business 
could not be completed during the allotted time and by common 
consent it was continued over until Monday, when the roll of the 
messengers was made up, the report of the committee heard and the 
business of the Association completed. 

The election of officers resulted in the choice of Rev. J. W. Hawkins 
as Moderator, and Rev. R. T. Frye and D. W. Seals as assistant Mod- 
erators; with the re-election of W. H. Steward as secretary, and P. 
H. Kennedy, corresponding secretary; E. P. Marrs, Treasurer. 

The 39th annual session of the General Association was held in 
Fourth Street Baptist Church, Owensboro, Auguts 15-19, 1907. All 
the clouds had cleared away and this was a most harmonious and 
peaceable session. During the opening an enjoyable praise service 
was conducted which was a new feature of the Association. Mayor 
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Wm. O. Bryan welcomed the Association. In the educational col- 
lection a new feature was observed, that of enrolling the contribu- 
tions of the individuals under the head of the Association with which 
they were connected. Each District Association in the State was 
represented in this collection. Among the interesting features of 
this session, not on the program, was the presenting of a gold head 
umbrella to Brother W. H. Steward, as a mark of appreciation of the 
brethren of his thirty years of service as secretary. The new Presi- 
dent, J. R. L. Diggs, of State University, made an interesting address 
during the session, concerning the work of that Institution, and re- 
ceived an encouraging contribution. This year there was no contest 
for offices, and all were re-elected under a suspension of the rules. 
The death of Rev. John Johnson, of Cynthiana; Rev. J. W. Lackey, of 
Stanford; and Rev. A. Merrifield, three of the oldest ministers in the 
State, was announced at this session, as was that of Rev. S. E. Smith 
and Rev. W. E. Glover, from among the younger pastors and a service 
in honor of their memories was held Sunday afternoon. 

The 1908 session was held at the Virginia Street Baptist Church 
in Hopkinsville, August 12-16. Among the welcome addresses was 
one by Mayor C. M. Meacham, and among the visitors were noted: 
Revs. R. H. Boyd, W. L. Craft, Sutton E. Griggs, E. W. D. Isaacs; 
L. G. Jordan, C. H. Clark and Robert Short. They were all given a 
cordial welcome and addressed the Association during the session. 
The officers were elected without any contest. Rev. E. Williams was 
elected Moderator and Revs. W. J. M. Price and W. H. Williams as- 
sistant Moderators. Rev. D. A. Gaddie, D.D., in his memorial sermon 
paid a beautiful tribute to the memory of Rev. C. Smothers, J. T. 
Wheeler, G. W. T. Russell, Primus Burris, B. P. Bush, who had en- 
tered into rest since the last meeting of the Association. 

The 4lst annual session was held in the First Baptist Church at 
Henderson, Ky., August 11-15, 1909. Among the addresses of wel- 
come was one by Mayor S. G. Harris, W. S. Forward, representing 
the White Baptist Church, and A. Foster of the General Association 
of White Baptists. There was also present M. E. Dodd, fraternal 
representative from the White Baptist Association, and this indicated 
that the White Baptists were still interested in fostering the work 
among our people. Rev. J. R. L. Diggs after a service of two years 
with State University decided to accept a call to the Lynchburg 
School, and Dr. W. T. Amiger, who was Dean of the Theological De- 
partment was placed in charge of the University. Dr. Amiger made 
his initial address to the Association at this session and it was warmly 
commended by resolution. The officers were all re-elected under a 
suspension of the rule, and a committee on obituaries reported the 
death of Rev. J. W. Hawkins, Samuel Mack and Moses Allen, all of 
whom were well and favorably known to the denomination. There 
was only one objection raised to the admission of a new church and 
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it was finally enrolled. There was a small increase in the number 
of churches to the Association in the membership and in the amount 
of money raised. 

The 42nd session of the General Association met at State Street 
Baptist Church, Bowling Green, August 17-21, 1910. The report of 
the committee on credentials showed four new churches enrolled, in 
addition to the regular number of messengers, and the officers elected 
this session were: Rev. R. Mitchell, Moderator; W. T. Silvey and W. 
A. Jones, assistant Moderators. There was not the usual number of 
visitors. The death of Rev. R. H. C. Mitchell, a member of the Board 
of Trustees, which occurred December 30, 1909, was reported, as 
was that of Revs. R. H. Porter, J. H. Lewis, Wm. Allen, J. W. Chin, 
J. Ewing, John Hicks, all of whom were prominent in our denomina- 
tional work. Rev. E. P. Marrs, who was elected treasurer at Bowling 
Green in 1886, was unable to attend this session on account of ill- 
ness, and prayer service was offered for his recovery. 

The Washington Street Baptist Church, Paducah, was the place, 
and August 16-20, 1911, the time, when the 43rd annual session of 
the General Association was held. The praise service which has be- 
come a feature of the Associational meeting was continued with the 
usual fervor and devotion, all through the morning. The ex-Mod- 
erators of the General Association and the officers of the convention 
were invited to the platform and the Moderator’s address read at 
three o'clock that afternoon. The reports were all fully interesting 
and showed steady progress on all phases of the denominational 
work, especially in that of the mission field. The death of Dr. E. P. 
Marrs, who had served the General Association twenty-five years as 
Treasurer and for many years a member of the Board of Trustees 
was announced in that report. When the election of officers took 
place, Rev. J. H. Frank was elected to succeed him. The roster 
shows that there are now 443 churches registered in the General 
Association; 73,226 members, and $2,669.16, the largest amount ever 
collected at the Association was reported. 

The 44th annual session of the General Association was held at the 
First Baptist Church, Frankfort, August 14-18, 1912. Rev. Robert 
Mitchell presided, and invited Revs. J. K. Polk, S. P. Young, J. H. 
Frank, C. C. Bates, G. W. Ward, E. Williams, all the living ex-Mod- 
erators, to the platform. The praise service was conducted by Rev. 
W. H. Williams. The addresses of welcome were delivered by Mayor 
J. A. Polsgrove, W. T. Silvey, E. J. Jackson, Dr. E. E. Underwood. The 
response in behalf of the Association was made by Rev. E. W. Haw- 
thorne. There were three new churches enorlled. Dr. W. D. Powell, 
representing the General Association of White Baptists presented the 
greetings from that body in a very earnest and impressive address. 
The death of Dr. D. A. Gaddie, which occurred November 138, 1911, 
and that of Rev. G. W. Bowling, and Mathias Garner, were reported, 
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and suitable memorial services were conducted in their memories, 
and those of the other brethren who had departed this life during 
the year. There were no grievances to consider at this session, con- 
sequently, no committee on grievance was appointed. 

One of the largest and most enthusiastic sessions of the General 
Association was the 45th annual session held in Emmanuel Baptist 
Church, Louisville, August 13-17, 1918. Rev. Robert Mitchell pre- 
sided, and Rev. E. Williams conducted the praise service. The intro- 
ductory sermon was preached by Rev. W. J. M. Price, who preached 
from the text, John 4:35, it being the same text as the one taken 
by Rev. A. Heath at the session of the General Association in Har- 
rodsburg, 1876. There was one new church enrolled, which makes 
the number now 471, with 75,412 members, and $4,001.25 collection, 
which was the largest collection in the history of the General Asso- 
ciation. The officers were re-elected without opposition. The As- 
sociation appropriated $50 for the exhibiting fund of the National 
Baptist convention, to show the progress of the race in the 50 years 
of freedom since emancipation; also $25 to pay the expenses of the 
State exhibit which was to be arranged by the State commissioner. 
In the banner contest to encourage enlarged contributions, the Fifth 
Street Church was awarded the banner for the largest contribution, 
$201, and Calvary Baptist Church, Louisville, second banner, for $160. 
These churches have over 1,000 members. In the churches reporting 
500 or more members, the first banner was given the First Baptist 
Church of Frankfort, which reported $106, and the second banner 
to State Street Baptist Church, Bowling Green, which reported $105. 
In the list of churches of membership from 250 to 500, the First Bap- 
tist Church, Winchester took first prize, sending $100, and the First 
Baptist Church, Henderson, reporting $53.50. The Portland Baptist 
Church, Louisville, of 250 members, reported: $50. Of the churches 
ranging 250, the Main Street Baptist Church, Hopkinsville, took the 
banner, reporting $50. This was a new method and proved quite 
successful. 

The 46th annual session of the General Association held its meet- 
ing in the First Baptist Church of Winchester, August 12-16, 1914. 
There had been some little controversy as to the meeting being held 
as arranged, but finally all doubt was removed and the session proved 
to be a very harmonious and profitable meeting. There was the usual 
contest whenever a program has been prepared, but this time it was 
adopted with the proviso that the necessary changes be made as the 
circumstances would suggest. The contest for officers was spirited 
and the following elected: Rev. C. H. Parrish, Moderator, and Revs. 
W. R. Richardson and V. S. Smith, assistant Moderators. The other 
officers were elected as usual. Considerable attention was paid to 
the matter of the Jubilee session to be held in 1915, in compliance 
with the recommendations of Moderator Mitchell. The committees 
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were appointed to arrange for the same. The finance committee re- 
ported $3,008.28, as the amount raised during the session. As a 
mark of the approval of the brethren of the work of Moderator R. 
Mitchell, it was voted to present him a testimonial. Looking back 
through a half century of years, viewing the sacrifices and achieve- 
ments of these sainted men, who, without training and direction, had 
established an organization for the religious development of their 
people and had founded an institution for their intellectual train- 
ing, shows that they must have been divinely guided. Then the 
younger men who followed their leadership and grew to the full 
measure of manhood added to the work these pioneers had accom- 
plished. The young men of this’ day with sterner wills and brighter 
hopes have a legacy in these experiences that should add strength 
and influence to this great denomination. A half century of associa- 
tion with the leaders of all these classes adds a charm to a life which 
is worth the living. Revere the memories of those who have gone 
before and take on fresh courage to do more glorious things and 
make a brighter and a better future.” 


The close of the Golden Jubilee marks the opening of another 
effort in Baptist History. Dr. C. H. Parrish was elected for his sec- 
ond term as Moderator of the Association in 1915, having served the 
previous year and led the Baptists both as Director and Editor of 
their Jubilee Volume. 


In 1916 Dr. John Edmond Wood, of Danville, Kentucky was elect- 
ed Moderator and served for nine consecutive years. During his ad- 
ministration he organized the District Moderator’s Council with the 
late Rev. J. M. Williams, Louisville, Kentucky, as leader. This coun- 
cil did much to encourage cooperation among the pastors and churches 
of various districts. 


Dr. Wood also recommended a systematic budget for the denomi- 
national work predicated upon one dollar per member, which proved 
during his administration beneficial in the growth and development 
of Baptist activities. During this period the Educational and Mis- 
sionary Objectives greatly increased in equipment and efficiency. He 
proved to be a great leader and organizer and while moderator of 
Kentucky Baptists was elected president of the National Baptist Con- 
vention of America, Unincorporated. 


» The Rev. W. P. Offutt was elected Moderator in Richmond, Ken- 
tucky in the year of 1925. Upon recommendation of Dr. Offutt, the 
article of the Constitution of the Association referring to the Execu- 
tive Board, was amended making each district moderator a member 
of said board. He also attempted to consolidate the Women’s State 
Missionary and Educational Conventions but found it impossible to 
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do so. It was during his administration that the great economic crises 
served a telling blow to all types of institutions. Simmons University, 
the pride of Negro Baptists, being in the midst of an expansion pro- 
gram was so incumbered that the property was sold in 1930 to the 
city of Louisville for the establishing of what is known today 
as Louisville Municipal College for Negroes. This transaction was a 
tragic blow to Baptist morale and interest for Simmons University 
was the consummation of seventy-five years of labor and sacrifices, 
having been the rich vision of the pioneer leaders just after the emanci- 
pation. For the idea of an Institution to train preachers and leaders 
marked the first act of the Convention after its organization in 1865. 


The property was sold for one hundred thousand dollars including 
all of the buildings, save the Boys’ Dormitory, with an option of fif- 
teen thousand dollars on it. Out of the sale of the property the debts 
of the Institution and the State Mission Board were satistied by many 
of the creditors accepting settlement of sixty per cent. Through the 
years the Missionary Board had operated with a deficit, and because 
both Institutions belonged to the General Association it became her 
prerogative to allocate the funds to clear up all obligations. 


In this period the greatest financial supporter was the late Mr. Wood 
F. Acton who was a personal friend of the late Dr. C. H. Parrish, then 
president of the Institution. The records show that over a period of 
years Mr. Acton gave thousands of dollars to the Institution and at his 
death left to the Institution approximately seventy-five thousand dol- 
lars to be used for a period of twenty years as an endowment, after 
which the principal is to be turned over to Simmons University. He 
also supplimented the optional price of fifteen thousand dollars on 
the sale of the boys’ dormitory in 1935 to the amount of ten thousand 
dollars. 


In the sale of the porperty of Simmons University there were two 
mortgages of long standing, namely: The Home Mission Society of 
New York to the amount of thirteen thousand dollars which was 
settled in full during the transaction. The other was held by the Bap- 
tist State Mission Board (white) to the amount of nine thousand dol- 
Jars which was transferred in 1935 from the old property at 722 West 
Kentucky Street to the present site purchased at 1224 Dixie Highway, 
but under the successor of Dr. Offutt, Dr. William H. Ballew 
who was elected August, 1935 as Moderator, the said mortgage has 
been legally released by the State Mission Board (white) without 
any financial consideration. The administration of Dr. Ballew has 
been marked by many progressive achievements. Immediately after 
his election he presented a well planned budget system which was 
adopted unanimously by the Association. During his first year he 


DIAMOND JUBILEE 23 


carried on a 100,000 dime campaign and at the close of the Annual 
Session held at Lynch, Kentucky, in 1936, the receipts for the year 
had trebled that of the preceding year. 


For the first time since 1929 the Association received printed min- 
utes of their annual session. Some of the forward recommendations 
made by the Moderator were, The Flying Squad Campaign, to tour 
the state touching every district in the interest of the Building Funds 
for Simmons University and imparting information of the denomina- 
tional work in general. The compiling and printing of the minutes 
of the State Auxiliaries under the same cover with the General Asso- 
ciation. The removal of the State Mission Board from the Fellowship 
Center at 1023 West Madison Street, into quarters owned by the 
General Association. Under the present administration the denomi- 
national paper (The American Baptist) has been cleared of all in- 
debtedness accrued under previous administrations and a_ building 
purchased at 1715 West Chestnut Street, equipped with modern ma- 
chinery for the printing of the denominational paper, minutes and 
all types of job work. This building is known as the Steward Memorial 
Building, which serves as the Baptist Headquarters with facilities for 
Committee and Board Meetings. 


The State Laymen were organized under the leadership of Dr. J. E. 
Wood but had not been active for a number of years, Moderator Bal- 
lew was able to revive interest in this important group of churchmen 
and today the laymen are actively engaged in a building program 
headed by Mr. J. E. Kuykendall, Bowling Green, Kentucky, as presi- 
dent of the state Laymen. Today many of the districts have organ- 
ized under the direction of Layman Ike Ferguson, Louisville, Ky., who 
has a deep interest in the work and is showing a remarkable ability 
as an organizer and financier. They have a group of earnest men 
from a large number of churches giving support to the movement. 


From the beginning of the Association’s history the moderators have 
been assisted by able men. Among those having served in the past 
quarter of a century as assistant moderators were: Revs. W. H. Wil- 
liams, A. F. Fox, J. Welby Broaddus, S. E. Hoard, R. J. Miller, and 
the present assistant Moderators, the Rev. H. E. Nutter, Lexington, 
first assistant and Rev. J. M. Stevenson, Paducah, second assistant. The 
other members of the official staff are: Professor George A. Hampton, 
Louisville, Ky., who was elected as successor to the late William H. 
Steward, in 1935. Assistant secretary, Rev. A. F. Fox, Princeton. 
Treasurer, Rev. W. Augustus Jones, Louisville, who succeeded the 
Rey. John H. Frank who served for about twenty-five years. The 
Rev. J. W. Gibson of Lexington, Ky., is Statistician and the Rev. G. 
K. Offutt, of Ashland, Ky., is the State Reporter. Rev. A. R. Lasley, 
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Campbellsville, succeeded the Rev. M. H. Ghant as Auditor. 

The holding of the Diamond Jubilee simultaneously with all the 
state Auxiliaries in the city of Louisville marks a new era in the 
Baptists’ interest and cooperation. It will be to the future generations 
a glorious heritage in Vision, Efforts and Ideals. 


“Lives of great men all remind us, 
We can make our lives sublime; 
And departing leave behind us, 
Footprints on the sand of time.” 
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Only living Ex-Moderator. 


Names of other late Ex-Moderators: Revs. H. Adams, R. Lee, 'P. 
Johnson, D. A. Gaddie, J. K. Polk, C. C. Bates, G. W. Bowling, G. W. 
Ward, E. Williams, J. E. Wood, Cary Smothers, R. Mitchell, C. H. 
Parrish. 
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HISTORY OF SIMMONS UNIVERSITY 
By M. B. LANIER 


Simmons University Proposed Building 
REV. ELIJAH P. MARRS, 1879-1880 


Born in Shelby County, Kentucky, January, 1840. His mother and 
father were Virginians by birth. His father was given his freedom 
when he was thirty years old. When quite young he portrayed such 
qualities that he was called a “little preacher.” Although an educa- 
tion was denied a Negro, Mr. Robinson, his owner, being a Christian, 
secretly taught him so that he could read the Scriptures. At eleven, 
he was converted and baptized at Simpsonville by Rev. Charles Wells. 
Sunday night, September 25, 1864, he, with others walked a distance 
of 22 miles to Louisville and enlisted in the United States Army. He 
was made Sergeant of Company L, Twelfth U. S. Heavy Artillery. 
August 3, 1871, he married Miss Julia Gray, Shelbyville, who died in 
1876. He taught successfully in Shelbyville, LaGrange, Louisville, 
Beargrass and other places. In 1873 he was licensed to preach at New 
Castle Baptist Church and was ordained August 22, 1875. He has 
served several times as delegate to both educational and _ political 
conventions. He was a member of the Executive Board of the Cen- 
tral District Association six years, a member and secretary of the 
Executive Board of the Central District Association and treasurer of 
the General Association. 1879 to 1880 he was business manager of 
State University, now Simmons University. March 16, 1880, he was 
called to the pastorate of Beargrass Church, which position he held 
until his death, August 30, 1910, His funeral was preached by Dr. 
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D. A. Gaddie, his pastor and friend, at the Green Street Church. 
The Board of Trustees of State University, now Simmons University, 
the Executive Board of the General Association and other bodies at- 
tended the funeral in a body. Hundreds assembled in the church 
to pay the last tribute of respect to his memory. Dr. Marrs was the 
first President of State, now Simmons University. 

The following are the names of the students that entered the Ken- 
tucky Normal and Theological Institute, at its opening November 24, 
1879. Dr. E. P. Marrs, President and Manager. 


1. T. M. Faulkner 20. P. M. Berry 

2. Jane Lacklin 21. Albert Smith 

3. Richard Wickliff 22. Henry Wilson 

4. Sam L. Murpery 23. John Hery 

5. Hattie Marks 24. William Hammons 
6. Fred Moss 25. Charles Marrs 

7. Dabny Page 26. Sarah Bess 

8. Rev. John Thomson 27. Luvenia Gray 

9. Rev. George Ward 28. Eva Roges 

10. Rev. E. J. Anderson 29. Bartlet Pearce 

11. Rev. George Patterson 30. Robert A. Bullit 
12. Rev. D. A. Gaddie 31. Laura B. Warfield 
13. Georgia Gaddie 32. J. W. Branch 

14. Mamie Gaddie 33. Shallett Groves 
15. Emma Pearce 34. Bettie Meriweathers 
16. Rebecca Smith 35. Osker Sandeas 
Beam: Le omith 36. Croney Smith 

18. John Pendleton 37. E. W. Meridie 
19.-F. M. Adams 38. Rev. John Bibb 


39. William Franklin 


1879-1889—Dr. E. P. Marrs, President; Rev. W. R. Davis, Principal; 
Miss S. Gertie Hutchison, Teacher. 


WILLIAM J. SIMMONS, A.B., A.M., D.D., 1880-1890 


In the introductory remarks of the “Mem of Mark,” written by Dr. 
Simmons are these words by Bishop Turner: “It is an historic fact 
that Virginia has been rife with Presidents, but truly South Carolina 
has given to the world more men of note than any other state in the 
Union.” In South Carolina in Charleston, June 29, 1849, William J. 
Simmons was born of slave parents, Edward and Esther Simmons. In 
his early life his parents moved to Philadelphia. These were the days 
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of slavery and they were compelled to remain in hiding. Many days 
his only food was milk and mush. He never attended a public school, 
but was taught privately by his uncle who was a very good scholar, 
and laying a foundation so broad and exact that college studies were 
comparatively easy. In 1862, he was apprenticed to Dr. Leo H. De- 
Lange, a dentist in Bordentown, N. J. He learned the profession so 
thoroughly that in the absence of the dentist, he operated on some 
of the best families in the city. He tried to enter a dental school at 
Philadelphia, but was refused on account of color. Being ill-treated 
by the doctor, he ran away, September 16, 1864, and enlisted in the 
41st United States Colored troops. He took part in the battles around 
Petersburg, Hatches Run, Appomattox Court House and was present 


Late Dr. C. H. Parris LATE Dr. Wo. J. Stm@Mons 


at Lee’s surrender. He was converted in 1867, and joined the white 
Baptist church in Bordentown, N. J., being the only colored member 
of the church. When he made known his call to the ministry these 
white friends rallied to his support and paid his schooling for three 
years. The New Jersey State Educational Society aided him to attend 
Madison University of New York from which he graduated in 1868. 
September, 1868, he entered Rochester University. On account of 
trouble with his eyes brought on by hard study, he was compelled to 
stop school until 1871, when he entered Howard University, Wash- 
ington, D. C., graduating in 1873, with the title of A.B. By his fru- 
gality he had saved $300.00. He taught school at a place called 
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Bunker Hill and his success as a teacher was so great that he was 
given the principalship of the Hillsdale Public School, D. C. He 
went to Arkansas with the idea of making it his home, but returned 
to Washington and again taught at Hillsdale until June, 1874. He 
married Josephine Silence at Washington, D. C., August 25, 1874. He 
then went to Florida in September, 1874. He invested in lands and 
oranges but found it was not a paying investment. He was ordained, 
1879, in which year he was called to the pastorate of First Baptist 
Church, Lexington, Ky. September 29, 1882, he was elected editor of 
American Baptist. Dr. Simmons has been honored by winning many 
honors in journalism. He wrote a pamphlet on “Industrial Educa- 
tion,’ which had a wide circulation. He became a member of the 
National Convention of Colored Men held at Louisville, September, 
1883. He delivered many addresses before the American Baptist 
Home Mission Society. At the fiftieth anniversary held in New York, 
May 24, 1872, his oration, “What are the Colored People Doing?” 
was published in the Jubilee Volume. In 1883, Dr. Simmons called 
together and organized the Baptist women in a convention for the 
purpose of raising money for the educational work of the denomination 
in the state. This body is known as the “Baptist Women’s Educa- 
tional Convention.” The title of D.D. was conferred on him by Wil- 
berforce University. On August 25, 1886, in St. Louis, Mo., Dr. Sim- 
mons organized the American National Baptist Convention and was 
unanimously elected as its first President. 


In 1881, he received the degree of A.M. from Howard University. 
Dr. Simmons has delivered some of the most able addresses before 
prominent audiences of both colors. Many literary works are attributed 
to his pen. He was a friend to the poor student and infused inspira- 
tion in many. His name will ever live among Negro Baptists. He 
died October 30, 1890. Just before his death he organized Eckstein- 
Norton Institution at Cane Spring, Ky., which has since been con- 
nected with Lincoln. 


1880-1881—Dr. Wm. J. Simmons, President; Prof. C. S. Dinkins, 
Prof. Wm. J. Harvey, Mrs. Pauline Dinkins, Miss Georgia Gaddie, 
Miss Lucy W. Smith, Miss S. Gertie Waters, Mrs. C. V. Parris, Mrs. 
Pie meotey Mr, E..C. Marrs. 


1881-1882—Dr. Wm. J. Simmons, President; Prof. C. S.. Dinkins, 
Prof. Wm. J. Harvey, Mrs. Pauline Dinkins, Miss Lucy W. Smith, 
Miss S. Gertie Waters, Mrs. Gabie B. Halleck, Mr. H. C. Marrs. 


1882-1883—Dr. Wm. J. Simmons, President; Rev. C. S. Dinkins, 
Prof. W. J. Harvey, Prof. T. H. Brown, Mrs. Pauline Dinkins, Miss 
Lucy W. Smith, Miss S. Gertie Waters, Mrs. Gabie B. Halleck. 


1883-1884—Dr. Wm. J. Simmons, President; Rev. C. S. Dinkins, 
Prof. T. H. Brown, Miss Lulu C. Osbourne, Miss Lucy W. Smith, 
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Miss Mary V. Cook, Miss Florence L. Birney, Miss Emma F. Adams, 
Mrs. Anna M. Sterrett, Mr. C. H. Parrish, Miss S. Gertie Hutchinson, 
Miss Ione E. Wood. 


1884-1885—Dr. Wm. J. Simmons, President; Prof. W. R. Granger, 
Rev. C. S. Dinkins, Miss Lulu C. Osbourne, Miss Mary V. Cook, 
Miss Florence L. Birney, Miss Lucy W. Smith, Miss Ione E. Wood, 
Miss Sarah E. Nelson, Mr. James Burley, Mr. Chas. Heuser, Mrs. 
Mamie E. Steward, Mrs. Harvey Husbands, Rev. G. W. Ward, Miss 
S. Gertie Waters, Mrs. Anna Sterrett, Miss Emma F. Adams, Rev. C. H. 
Parrish. 

1885-1886—Dr. Wm. J. Simmons, President; Prof. W. R. Granger, 
Rev. C. S. Dinkins, Miss Lulu C. Osbourne, Miss Mary V. Cook, 
Miss Florence L. Birney, Miss Lucy W. Smith, Miss S. Gertie Waters, 
Mrs. Anna M. Sterrett, Miss Emma F. Adams, Rev. C. H. Parrish. 


1886-1887—Dr. Wm. J. Simmons, President; Prof. W. R. Granger, 
Rey. C. S. Dinkins, Miss Lulu C. Osbourne, Miss Mary V. Cook, 
Miss Ione E. Wood, Miss Lucy W. Smith, Miss Emily B. Swindler, 
Rev. C. H. Parrish, Rev. R. S. Thurman, Mr. W. L. Gibson. 


1887-1888—Dr. Wm. J. Simmons, President; Prof. Charles F. Sneed, 
Rev. C. H. Parrish, Miss Lulu C. Osbourne, Miss Mary V. Cook, Miss 
Ione E. Wood, Miss Lavinia B. Elliott, Miss Lucy W. Smith, Mrs. 
Mamie E. Steward, Mrs. Jane E. McKamey, Mr. Frank Smith, Mr. 
James M. Burley. 


1888-1889—Dr. Wm. J. Simmons, President; Prof. Charles F. Sneed, 
Rev. C. H. Parrish, Prof. John H. Lawson, Miss Mary V. Cook, Miss 
Ione E. Wood, Mrs. Lavinia B. Sneed, Miss Lucy W. Smith, Mrs. 
Mamie E. Steward, Mrs. Jane E. McKamey, Mr. Frank Smith. 


1889-1890—Dr. Wm. J. Simmons, President; Prof. Charles F. Sneed, 
Rev. C. H. Parrish, Prof. John H. Lawson, Miss Mary V. Cook, Miss 
Ione E. Wood, Mrs. Lavinia B. Sneed, Miss Lucy W. Smith, Mrs. 
Mamie E. Steward, Mrs. James E. McKamey. 


JAMES HENRY GARNETT 


A brief sketch of Dr. James Henry Garnett, who succeeded Dr. Wil- 
liam J. Simmons as president of State (now Simmons University ) 
at Louisville, Kentucky, 1890-1894, as President of Simmons Uni- 
versity. 

James Henry Garnett was born a slave on the Carter plantation 
in Gordan County, Georgia. He joined Sherman’s march to the sea 
at Milledgeville, Georgia, in 1864. 

He enlisted as a volunteer at Middletown, New York, in 1865, and 
was sent to South Carolina. 
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When Lee surrendered he 
was honorably discharged. After 
his discharge he went back to 
New York where he lived sev- 
eral years, worked in the day 
and went to school at night in 
the public schools of the city. 

In 1875, after saving a thou- 
sand dollars, he went to Oberlin 
College, Oberlin, Ohio, where 
he graduated in 1883 with A.B. 
degree. He received the A.M. 
degree from the same _institu- 
tion in 1887. 

He graduated from the Bap- 
tist Union Theological Seminary 
at Morgan Park, IIl., in 1886 with 
the degree of B.D. He received 
the same degree from the Uni- =. 4 
versity of Chicago in 1890. He 
received the D.D. degree from Raia eas 
Selma University in 1891. 

Was president of Arkansas Baptist College, 1886-7. Co-founder 
and president, Guadalupe College, Seguin, Texas, 1891-95. 

Held chair of Languages at Lincoln University, Jefferson City, Mo.. 
for nine years. (State School for Colored Youth). 

President, Western College, Macon, Missouri, ten years. 

Dean, Central Baptist Theological Seminary, Topeka, Kansas, 1922- 
24. Member faculty, American Baptist Theological Seminary, 1924-26. 

Received LL.D. degree from Arkansas Baptist College, 1926. Has 
written a number of magazine articles, many sermons and addresses. 
Spent over fifty years in sacrificing service for the denomination. 

1890-1891—Dr. James H. Garnett, President; Prof. Charles F. Sneed, 
Prof. John H. Lawson, Rev. W. A. Creditt, Mrs. Lavinia B. Sneed, 
Miss Articia G. Giblert, Prof. T. I. Bryant, Mrs. Mamie E. Steward, 
Mrs. Jane E. McKamey. : 

1891-1892—Dr. James H. Garnett, President; Prof. Charles F. Sneed, 
Rev. R. B. Butler, Mrs. Lavinia B. Sneed, Miss Articia G: Giblert, 
Prof. T. I. Bryant, Mrs. Mamie E. Steward, Mrs. Jane E. McKamey. 

1892-1898—Dr. James H. Garnett, President; Prof. C. F. Sneed, 
Prof. R. S. Wilkinson, Prof. J. W. Hoffman, Mrs. Lavinia B. Sneed, 
Miss Articia G. Giblert, Mrs. Ida L. Garnett, Mrs. M. E. Steward, Miss 
Anna M. Roberts. 

1893-1894—Dr. James H. Garnett, President; Prof. Charles F. Sneed, 
Prof. R. S. Wilkinson, Prof. James E. Givens, Mrs. Lavinia B. Sneed, 
Miss Articia G. Giblert, Mrs. Mamie E. Steward. 
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REV. CHARLES LEE PURCE,A.B. AVM.) (DD) 130441905 


Charles Lee Purce was born at Charleston, S. C., 1856 of slave 
parentage, William and Ellen Purce. He attended the schools of 
Charleston, Benedict College, Columbia, $. C., and Richmond Theo- 
logical Seminary, Richmond, Va.; also taking a post-course in Hebrew 
through the Correspondence Bureau. He was baptized in 1875, by 
Rey. Jacob Legare, the first licensed colored minister in the state of 
South Carolina. In 1883 he was 
called to the Baptist Church at 
Society Hill) S .C., a church 
having eleven hundred mem- 
bers. He resigned this church 
to take the chair of Greek and 
Latin at Selma University, Sel- 
ma, Ala. In June, 1884, he de- 
livered the Baccalaureate Ser- 
mon at Lincoln University, State 
Normal at Marion, Ala. It was 
the best ever delivered there. 
The Chairman of the Board 
complimented him by saying it 
was “Bullion’s Grammar,” mean- 
ing that it was a specimen of 
grammatical and literary excel- 
lence. He was married to Miss 
Charlotte Cooper Sinkler, Char- 
leston, S. C., in Philadelphia, by 
Rev. William C. Dennis, Jan- 
uary 7, 1885. On the resigna- 
tion of Rev. E. M. Brawley, he 
was unanimously elected to the 
presidency of Selma University, 
where he served ten years. Re- 
signing the presidency, he traveled one year under the American 
Baptist Mission Board. He was then elected as president of the 
Langrige School, Montgomery, Ala., from which school he was called 
to take the presidency of State, now Simmons University, Louisville, 
Ky., 1894. He served the Baptists of Kentucky as president of State, 
now Simmons University until his death, which occurred August, 
1905. The life of this great man has been exemplary. Many are the 
men and women who bless his name and memory. He was a man 
of strictly temperate habits, very quiet in his demeanor, earnest in 
his purposes and devoted to the causes which were just and right. 
He had good influence over the students who admired him for his 
many good qualities. There are many useful men and women in the 
state of Kentucky who followed Dr. Purce from the Southern States 


LATE Dr: -C. hs Boren 
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whose influences are being felt throughout this and other states. 
Though cut off in the prime of life, he still lives in the hearts and 
memory of thousands. His wife, Mrs. C. C. Purce, who was also 
connected with State University, died November, 1912. There are 
three children living, William J., Paris Sinkler, and Phobe Ellen 
Purce. 

1894-1895—Dr. Charles L. Purce, President; Prof. Charles F. Sneed; 
Prof. R. S. Wilkinson, Mrs. Lavinia B. Sneed, Miss Atricia G. Giblert, 
Mrs. Mamie E. Steward, Mrs. Mary B. Wallace, Miss F. R. Hicks. 

1895-1896—Dr. Charles L. Purce, President; Prof. R. S. Wilkinson, 
Prof. W. H. Huffman, Miss Articia G. Giblert, Miss L. M. Seeley, 
Miss Lillian V. Jones, Miss L. A. Carter, Mrs. Mamie E. Steward, Mrs. 
F. R. Givens, Mrs. M. B. Wallace. 


1896-1897—Dr. Charles L. Purce, President; Prof. R. S. Wilkinson, 
Prof. W. H. Huffman, Miss Articia G. Giblert, Mrs. L. M. Seeley, Miss 
Lillian V. Jones, Miss L. A. Carter, Mrs. Mamie E. Steward, Mrs. F. 
R. Givens, Mrs. M. B. Wallace. 

1897-1898—Dr. Charles L. Purce, President; Rev. A. D. Chandler, 
Prof. W. D. Thomas, Miss L. M. Seeley, Mrs. F. E. Preston, Mr. Isaac 
Fisher, Mrs. Mamie E. Steward, Miss E. L. Smith, Mrs. M. B. Wallace, 
Miss Mary Abercrombia. 

1898-1899—Dr. Charles L. Purce, President; Rev. A. D. Chandler, 
Prof. W. D. Thomas, Miss L. M. Seeley, Mrs. F. E. Preston, Mr. Isaac 
Fisher, Mrs. Mamie E. Steward, Mrs. F. R. Givens, Mrs. M. B. Wallace. 

1899-1900—Dr. Charles L. Purce, President; Rev. W. R. Richard- 
son, Prof. E. M. C. Inge, Miss L. M. Seeley, Prof W. B. Bush, Mrs. 
Mamie E. Steward, Miss Edwinia F. Kennedy, Miss Belle C. Sim- 
mons, Mrs. M. B. Wallace, Mrs. Georgia Howard. 

1900-1901—Dr. Charles L. Purce, President; Prof. E. M. C. Inge, 
Rev. R. T. Frye, Rev. W. R. Richardson, Prof. W. B. Bush, Mrs. Mamie 
FE. Steward, Miss Georgia Howard, Miss L. M. Seeley, Miss Belle 
C. Simmons, Mr. R. D. Salsbury, Rev. T. F. Blue. 

1901-1902—Dr. Charles L. Purce, President; Rev. W. R. Richardson, 
Prof. E. M. C. Inge, Prof. R. D. Salsbury, Prof. Robert Brown, Rev. 
R. T. Frye, Mrs. Mamie E. Steward, Mrs. M. Hoskins, Mrs. Lucy B. 
Pickett. 
~ 1902-1908—Dr. Charles L. Purce, President; Rev. W. R. Richardson, 
Rev. R. T. Frye, Prof. E. M. C. Inge, Prof. Robert Brown, Prof. R. D. 
Salsbury, Mrs. Mamie E. Steward, Mrs. Charlotte L. Purce, Prof. Wm. 
B. Bush, Mr. Wm. T. Paschal. 

1903-1904—Dr. Charles L. Purce, President; R. Richardson, Rev. 
R. T. Frye, Prof. W. R. Payne, Prof. Robert Brown, Prof. R. D. Sals- 
bury, Mr. Wm. T. Paschal, Prof. F. B. Hawkins, Mr. Louis A. Morris, 
Mrs. Mamie E. Steward, Mrs. Charlotte Purce, Mrs. Edith Steinmetz, 
Mrs. M. Haskins. 

1904-1905—Dr. Charles L. Purce, President; Rev. W. R. Richardson, 
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Prof. Robert Brown, Prof. R. D. Salsbury, Mrs. Mamie E. Steward, 
Mrs. Charlotte Purce, Mrs. M. Haskins, Mr. W. L. Leftwich, Mrs. 
Edith Steinmetz, Mr. Louis Morris, Prof. Augustus Frazier. 


MR. WM. H. STEWARD, ACTING PRESIDENT, 1905-1906 


1905-1906—Mr. Wm. H. Steward, Acting President; Prof. Robert 
Brown, Prof. Geo. F. Robinson, Prof. Geo. A. Hampton, Prof. R. D. 
Salsbury, Miss Mattie Mae Brown, Mrs. Mamie E. Steward, Mrs. M. 
Haskins, Mrs. Edith Steinmetz, Mrs. Charlotte Purce. 


JAMES ROBERT LINCOLN DIGGS, A.B., A.M., Ph.D., 1906-1908 

Mr. Diggs was born in Upper Marlboro, Md., Nov. 7, 1867. He 
was educated in private schools, 1874-1877. Entered Theological and 
Normal Departments of Wayland Seminary, Washington, D. C., 1883- 
1886. Taught school in Prince George Co., Md., 1894 entered Buck- 
nell University, Lewisburg, Pa., graduating with» honors, and_ re- 
Ceiveden. b: degree, 1898. After further study in Bucknell received 
degree of A.M., in 1899. He was 
a student at Cornell Summer 
School in 1902. Received Ph.D. 
from Il. Wesleyan University in 
1906. Dr. Diggs was married to 
Miss Alberta Pack of Hinton, W. 
Vargo teacher ine thems puDiiC 
schools of that city. 

Dr. Diggs was professor of 
Latin and Economics at Virginia 
Union University 1899-1903, pro- 
fessor of Latin and instructor in 
Philosophy in the same institu- 
tion, 1903-1906. In August, 1906 
he became president of State, 
now Simmons University, Louis- 
ville, Ky., holding this position 
for two years. He resigned this 
position on account of the poor 
health of his wife, who found it 
necessary to return to the moun- 
tains to regain her health. Leav- 
ing here, he accepted the presi- Late Dr. J. R. L. Dices 
dency of Virginia Seminary 
where he served for three years, 
meanwhile Mrs. Diggs was completely restored to health. 

In 1911 Dr. Diggs was requested to go to Selma University, Selma, 
Ala., to build up the college work in that institution, and as Dean of 
that department, built up a college course there second to none in 
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the institutions of that period. He had been ordained for the minis- 
try for many years, but had given his time to Christian education, 
preaching only as an opportunity presented itself. But during this 
period he felt the urge to go into the pastorate. Consequently, he 
accepted the call to Trinity Baptist Church, one of the leading 
churches of Baltimore, Md. 


Here he labored earnestly and untiringly until April 14, 1923, when 
he departed this life. He is survived by his widow, Mrs. Alberta M. 
Diggs, who is a substitute teacher in the Douglas High School of 
Baltimore. Five children also survive him, Miss Aurelia, teacher in 
the public schools of this city; James G., clerk in the city Post 
Office; Lucile, student at Howard University; Robert, senior in Doug- 
las High School, and Winifrede, pupil in 6th grade. 


Dr. Diggs was a member of the American Academy of Political and 
Social Science. Author of Portrait Gallery, 1902. The United Negro, 
1902. How They Became Famous, 1906. Was a regular contributor 
to newspapers and magazines. 


Dr. Diggs was a very fine scholar, being an earnest student from 
his youth. He was a man of culture, possessing high ideals, and noble 
principles. He was devoted to Christian Education and the cause of 
Christ. He was a splendid teacher and in his last days gave himself 
to the preaching of the gospel, at one of the leading churches in our 
great Baptist Compact. When he passed into the great beyond, he 
was not only missed by his immediate family, but by a host of be- 
lievers in Christ and the Baptist Ministerial Brotherhood. 


1906-1907—Dr. James R. L. Diggs, President; Prof Robert Brown, 
Prof. Geo. F. Robinson, Prof. Geo. A. Hampton, Mrs. Mamie E. 
Steward, Mrs. Charlotte Purce, Miss Mattie M. Brown, Miss Daisy 
B. Hall. 


1907-1908—Dr. James R. L. Diggs, President; Rev. R. B. Butler, 
Rev. R. J. Terrell, Prof. Geo. A. Hampton, Prof. Geo. F. Robinson, 
Prof. David W. Haynes, Mrs. Mamie E. Steward, Mrs. Charlotte 
Purce, Miss Lillian P. Pope, Miss Minnie G. Pack, Miss Mattie M. 
Brown, Mrs. R. J. Terrell. 


WILLIAM THOMAS AMIGER, 1908-1915 


Son of Rowland and Margaret (Alexander) Amiger, born in Cul- 
pepper, Va., July 16, 1870. Baptized by Rev. R. H. Carey, Beulah 
Baptist Church, Sept., 1885. United with the Baptist Church. At- 
tended Wayland Seminary, Washington, D. C.; State Normal School, 
Geneseo, N. Y.; Lincoln University, Chester County, Pa.; Newton 
Theological Seminary, Newton Center, Mass. Received the fol- 
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lowing, .deorees-; GA. b,) aeANia 
Sells si, SOND Real EAL lene )Bs\8)2. 
at Rochester, N. Y., he was 
united in marriage to Miss 
Eleanor Green. There are four 
children, Naomi, Rowland Kitt- 
redge, Ruth, and Eleanor. Was 
supply pastor at Ocean City, N. 
J.; West Newton, Mass. Called 
to the pastorate of the Third 
Baptist Church of Springfield, 
Mass., May, 1903; ordained at 
Cambridge, Mass., June, 19903. 
Served the Third Baptist 
Church, Springfield, 1903-1908. 
Baptized 175 persons, united in 
marriage seventy couples. Was 
called to the presidency of 
State, now Simmons University 
in 1908. Member National Geo- 
graphical Society, Religious 
Education Association, National 
Teachers Association. Has writ- 3 . : 
ten the following booklets: “The LATE Dr. W. T. AMIGER 
Hands of Jesus,” “Studies in An- 

thropology,” “Miracles of Messiah,” “Inductive and Deductive 
Hebrew Lessons.” 


Dr. Amiger was Chaplain in the Army during the World War and 
then served as Missionary to Africa under the Foreign Mission Board. 
He was dean of the American Baptist Theological Seminary at Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 


This was a period in which the Baptists had a mind to work, for 
they had set their minds on our school with a determination and a 
desire to maintain the work. It was a period of great sacrifice on the 
part of the president and teachers. The funds were not available to 
meet the obligations and yet the corp of workers stayed at their posts 
and performed their duties as faithfully and as conscientiously as 
men and women who were receiving full and adequate compensa- 
tion. During this period the Domestic Science Hall and Girls’ Dormi- 
tory was dedicated on Sunday, February 7, 1909. This building is a 
handsome pressed brick structure, with all the modern improvements, 
heated with steam heat and lighted by electricity. Sister Mamie E. 
Steward was president of the Baptist Women’s Educational Conven- 
tion. 

1908-1909—Dr. Wm. T. Amiger, President; Rev. R. J. Terrell, Prof. 
H. L. Preston, Miss Minnie G. Pack, Mrs. Mamie E. Steward, Mrs. 
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Charlotte Purce, Miss Lillian P. Pope, Miss Mattie M. Brown, Prof. 
Eugene K. Jones. 

1909-1910—Dr. Wm. T. Amiger, President; Rev. Robert J. Terrell, 
Dr. William H. Pickett, Miss Carolyn A. Steward, Miss Mattie Mae 
Brown, Miss Minnie G. Pack, Mrs. Mamie E. Steward, Mrs. Alice B. 
Crutcher, Mrs. Charlotte C. Purce, Miss Mary B. Anderson, Prof. 
John O. Blanton, Rev. Thomas L. Ballou, Rev. E. T. Offutt. 

1910-1911—Dr. Wm. T. Amiger, President; Dr. William H. Pickett, 
Prof. John H. Blanton, Prof. E. T. Offutt, Miss Mattie Mae Brown, 
Mrs. M. B. Lanier, Rev. Thomas L. Ballou, Mrs. Mamie E. Steward, 
Miss Alice B. Crutcher, Miss Mary B. Anderson, Rev. M. B. Lanier, 
Mrs. Charlotte C. Purce, Prof. James H. Hubert, Prof. J. Fenton John- 
son, Prof. Reginald L. Lynch, Dr. D. A. Gaddie, Dr. L. G. Gordan. 

1911-1912—Dr. Wm. T. Amiger, President; Dr. W. H. Pickett, Rev. 
E. T. Offutt, Rev. T. L. Ballou, Miss Mattie M. Brown, Mrs. Mamie 
E. Steward, Mrs. Charlotte Purce, Miss Carolyn A. Steward, Miss 
M. B. Anderson, Prof. L. C. Jones, Prof. Arthur A. Hill, Rev. M. B. 
Lanier, Special; Dr. D. Gaddie, Dr. L. G. Gordon. 

1912-1913—Dr. Wm. T. Amiger, President; Prof. L. C. Jones, Prof. 
peer r VV. H Pickett, Prot. J. H. Taylor, Prof: Vol. W. Mc- 
Lawler, Rev. E. T. Offutt, Rev. W. P. Offutt, Mrs. Mamie E. Steward, 
Mrs. Charlotte C. Purce, Miss M. M. Brown, Miss M. B. Anderson, 
Miss V. E. Jenkins, Rev. M. B. Lanier. 

1913-1914—Dr. Wm. T. Amiger, President; Rev. M. B. Lanier, Prof. 
J. C. Wagner, Prof. Vol. W. McLawler, Rev. L. A. Offutt, Mrs. D. B. 
Hutchinson, Mrs. Susie Mitchell, Mrs. Mamie E. Steward, Dr. W. H. 
Pickett, Dr. R. L. Summers, Miss Carrie B. Doneghy, Miss Mintha 
Wiley, Miss M. B. Anderson. 

1914-1915—Dr. Wm. T. Amiger, President; Rev. M. B. Lanier, Prof. 
jee eyy aener, Rev. 1. Ay Offutt, Dr. W. H. Pickett, Dr. BR. L. Sum- 
Mmermerror el tl Newman, Prot, . L. Harris, Prof.. W. E. Tibbs, 
Mrs. Mamie E. Steward, Mrs. Susie Mitchell, Mrs. Alice B. Crutcher, 
Miss M. B. Anderson, Mrs. Mary Harris Mitchell, Miss Mintha Wiley. 

1915-1916—Dr. Wm. T. Amiger, President; Rev. M. B. Lanier, Dean; 
Prot salonotein, Prof. L. A. Offutt, Prof. R. L. Summers, Prof. W. 
P. Offutt, Prof. Charles H. Condell, Prof. J. H. Taylor, Prof. Elmer 
L. Harris, Mrs. Mamie E. Steward, Miss Belle Anderson, Mrs. Alice 
Crutcher, Mrs. Mary A. Mitchell, Miss Lucille C. Frye, Miss Villa 
B. Madison, Mrs. Susie E. Mitchell, Miss Lizzie C. Crittenden. 


REV. MARSHALI. B. LANIER, DEAN, 1916-1918 
1916-1917—Rev. Marshall B. Lanier, Dean; Prof. Salo Stein, Prof. 
Pe AeOffutt Prof. R. L. Summers, Prof. W. P. Offutt, Miss Belle 
Anderson, Prof. J. H. Taylor, Prof. Elmer L. Harris, Mrs. Mamie E. 
Steward, Mrs. Alice B. Crutcher, Mrs. Mary A. Mitchell, Miss Lucille 
C. Frye, Mrs. Susie E. Mitchell, Miss Lizzie C. Crittenden. 
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1917-1918—Rev. Marshall B. Lanier, Dean; Prof. L. A. Offutt, Prof. 
R. L. Summers, Prof. W. P. Offutt, Prof. Elmer L. Harris, Mrs. Mamie 
E.. Steward, Miss Belle Anderson, Mrs. Alice B. Crutcher, Mrs. Mary 
A. Mitchell, Mrs. Susie E. Mitchell, Miss Lizzie C. Crittenden. 


REV, GH. PARRISH, A‘B. AIM.cD:D LIB Li Dai 

Born a slave on the plantation of Beverly A. Hicks, Lexington, 
Kentucky, Fayette County, April 18, 1859. 

Converted when ten years of age and baptized by Rev. James 
Monroe, pastor of the First Baptist Church, Lexington, Ky. 

Was first Valedictorian from the College department of (State) 
Simmons University, 1886, receiving the degree of A.B. 

Professor of Greek and Secretary-Treasurer of State, now Sim- 
mons University, 1886-1890. 

Received degree of A.M. from State, now Simmons University, 
1889. 

In conjunction with Rev. J. Simmons, founded Eckstein Norton In- 
stitute, 1890. 

President Eckstein Norton Institute, 1890-1912. 

President State Teachers’ Association, 1895-1897. 

January 26, 1898, married to Miss Mary V. Cook, of Bowling Green, 
Kentucky, to which happy union one child, Charles H. Parrish, was 
born. 

Received degree of D.D. from State, now Simmons University, 
1896. 

Pilgrim in the Holy Land and in the River Jordan, April, 1904. 

Messenger of National Baptist Convention to the World’s Sunday 
School Convention at Jerusalem, 1904. 

Delegate to Baptist World’s Congress, London, England, 1905. 

Preached in 17 towns in Germany, August, 1905, under Rev. Karl 
Mascher, Inspector of German Missions. Result, 600 converts. 

Elected president of Lynchburg Baptist University, Lynchburg, 
Va., 1907. Baptists en masse caused him to decline. 

Founder and president of Kentucky Home Society for Colored 
Children, 1908. 

Baptized in the Gulf of Mexico, 1912. 

Elected Fellow of Royal Geographical Society, London, 1912. 

Received degree of LL.B. from Central Law School, Louisville, Ken- 
fuck Odo. Ds 1923; 

Messenger from National Baptist Convention to Baptists in Jamaica, 
NENG), 

Vice President of Mammoth Life and Accident Insurance Co., 
omsvilleweKy-\e1015. 

Statistician of National Baptist Convention, 1915-1926. 

Editorial Secretary of National Baptist Convention, 1915-1922. 

Editorial Secretary Emeritus, 1915-1926. 
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Preached Jubilee Sermon of the 50th year of the Emancipation of 
the colored people of America at National Baptist Convention, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 

Pastor of Calvary Baptist Church, Louisville, Kentucky, 1885-1931. 

Moderator of General Association of Colored Baptists in Kentucky, 
1915-1917. 

Secretary Board of Trustees of Lincoln Institute, 1918. 

Elected President of State, now Simmons University, Louisville, 
Kentucky, 1918-1931. 

Director of First Standard Bank, 1921-1931. 

Director American Mutual Savings Bank, 1921-1923. 

Messenger to Baptist World’s Alliance, Stockholm, Sweden, July 
25, 1923. 

Delivered address on Aspirations of Christian Africa, at Baptist 
World’s Alliance, Stockholm, Sweden, July 25, 1923. 

Elected member of Executive Board of Baptist World’s Alliance, 
July, 1924. 

President of Joint Commission of American Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Nashville, Tenn., 1914-1924. 

Elected President of American Baptist Theological Seminary, Nash- 
ville, Tenn., 1923, and declined. 

Director of Domestic Life & Accident Insurance Co., 1922-1931. 

President of the Survey of Negro Seminaries, Institute of Social 
and Religious research, 1924. 

Member International Sunday School Lesson Committee, 1921. 

Author of: “What Baptists Believe,” “Golden Jubilee General As- 
sociation of Colored Baptists,” “God and His People,” “The Bible in 
the Adjustment of Race Differences,” “Oriental Lights,” “Life of 
Wm. J. Simmons,” for Press. 

Baptized approximately 3,000. Married 500. Preached 900 funerals. 

Under the presidency of Dr. C. H. Parrish, the Institution has num- 
bered a student body of 526, acquired property of $41,000, erected 
a boys’ dormitory costing $85,000. Raised the curriculum of the 
school so that it is recognized as a first class College, those finishing 
College Courses being permitted to teach in the State of Kentucky 
without further examination. 

Fifty years of hard labor, fifty years of sacrifice on the part of in- 
structors, parents, and guardians were about to emerge into the 
progress demonstrating moral, intellectual, material and _ spiritual 
advancement among a people which seventy-five years ago started 
from the cabin and the lowest economic conditions to make its way 
up into the highest civilization on the earth at this time and to take 
part in the affairs of the nation. 
~ Simmons University under her different names may be said to have 
been one of the dynamic factors in building the race during this 
jubilee period. 
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In August, 1930, the General Association sold the property at 722 
West Kentucky Street to the University of Louisville, which now con- 
ducts the Municipal College there. The close of school in 1930 was 
the end of many departments of learning in Simmons University. 

Dr. Parrish died April 8, 1931, and his funeral was held at the 
Walnut Street Baptist Church, white, Third and St. Catherine, Louis- 
ville, Ky. The Mayor of the City of Louisville with many leading 
citizens, the Baptist Brotherhood of the State with many from the 
states of the Union, the leaders in Education and in social and re- 
ligious life were present on this solemn occasion. 

1918-1919—Dr. C. H. Parrish, President; Rev. Levi. A. Offutt, Rev. 
Marshall B. Lanier, Prof. Jesse R. Jordan, Prof. V. W. M’'Lawler, 
Prof. R. L. Summers, Miss Salena Philpot, Mrs. L. B. Sneed, Mrs. 
Mamie E. Steward, Mrs. Alice Crutcher, Mrs. Susie E. Mitchell and 
Miss Hattie C. Harris. 

1919-1920—Dr. C. H. Parrish, President; Rev. M. B. Lanier, Prof. 
Jesse R. Jordan, Prof. Vol. W. M’Lawler, Rev. L. A. Offutt, Prof. R. 
L. Summers, Mrs. S$. Helena White, Miss Louise Agatha Brown, Mr. 
Henry A. Keen, Miss Hazel Grice, Mrs. Jane Bond, Mrs. Mamie E. 
Steward, Mrs. Georgia Perdue, Mrs. Ella B. Bohannon, Mrs. Alice 
B. Crutcher, Mrs. Susie E. Mitchell, Miss Hattie C. Harris, Mrs. 
Mary V. C. Jordan. 

1920-1921—Dr. C. H. Parrish, President; Rev. Marshall B. Lanier, 
Prof. Jesse R. Jordan, Prof. Vol. W. M’Lawler, Rev. L. A. Offutt, 
Prof. R. L. Summers, Mrs. S. Helena White, Miss Louise Agatha 
Brown, Mr. Henry A. Keen, Mrs. Jane Bond, Mrs. Mamie E. Steward, 
Mrs. Georgia Perdue, Mrs. Ella B. Bohannon, Mrs. Alice B. Crutcher, 
Mrs. Susie E. Mitchell, Miss Hattie C. Harris, Mrs. Mary V. C. 
Jordan. 

1921-1922—Dr. C. H. Parrish, President; Prof. D. L. Lawson, Prof. 
Jesse R. Jordan, Rev. Marshall B. Lanier, Prof. L. A. Offutt, Prof. 
R. L. Summers, Prof. Vol..W. M’Lawler, Prof. Henry A. Keen; Pror 
Alvalon C. Cox, Mr. Bernard Tyrrell, Mrs. Jane Bond, Mrs. Mamie S. 
Steward, Miss Mamie E. Summers, Miss Frances O. Wood, Miss 
Emma L. Booker, Miss Louise Agatha Brown, Mrs. Alice Crutcher, 
Mrs. Mary V. C. Jordan, Miss Hattie C. Harris, Mrs. Susie E. Mitchell. 

1922-1923—Dr. C. H. Parrish, President: Prof. D. L. Lawson, Rev. 
Marshall B. Lanier, Prof. L. A Offutt, Prof. R. L. Summers, Mrs. 
Jane Bond, Prof. James A. Redd, Prof. W. L. Kean, Prof. Thomas 
Cheek Allen, Prof. James M. Hayes, Prof. Vol. W. M’Lawler, Mr. 
A. D. Nolly, Mrs. Mary V. C. Jordan, Mrs. Mamie E. Steward, Miss 
Sara Lee, Mr. Robert M. Thompson, Miss Maymie E. Summers, Mrs. 
Carrie Childress, Mrs. Alice B. Crutcher, Mrs. Salena Philpot White, 
Mrs. Susie E. Mitchell, Miss Hattie C. Harris, Miss Ruth M. Smith. 

1923-1924—Dr. C. H. Parrish, President; Prof. D. L. Lawson, Rev. 
Marshall B. Lanier, Prof, C. H. Parrish, Jr., Prof. 7 Ay Ofuteerie. 
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R. L. Summers, Mrs. Jane Bond, Mrs. Artesha Wilkerson, Prof. 
Thomas Cheek Allen, A. D. Nolly, Mrs. Henrietta Butler, Miss Mary 
B. Taylor, Miss Louise Tribble, Mrs. Mamie Steward, Miss Sara Lee, 
Mr. Robert M. Thompson, Mrs. Carrie Childress, Mrs. Alice B. 
Crutcher, Miss V. Belle Anderson, Mrs. Bettie Withers, Miss Ger- 
trude Bethel, Mrs. Susie Mitchell, Miss Margaret Brown, Rev. R. M. 
Wheat. 

1924-1925—Dr. C. H. Parrish, President; Prof. C. H. Parrish, Jr., 
Prof. L. A. Offutt, Mrs. Jane Bond, Mr. Calvin W. Stephens, Miss 
Mary B. Taylor, Miss Stella L. Shipley, Miss C. Gwendolyn Redding, 
Mr. Ralph Barnett, Mr. Thomas E. Busby, Miss Jennie A. Watson, 
Miss M. Belle Anderson, Miss Gertrude Howard, Rev. Marshall B. 
Lanier, Mrs. Louise Tribble, Parks, Mrs. Mamie E. Steward, Miss Sara 
Lee, Miss Elsie McCrocklin, Mrs. Henrietta Butler, Miss Gertrude 
Bethel, Mrs. Susie Mitchell, Rev. R. M. Wheat. 

1925-1926—Dr. C. H. Parrish, President; Prof. D. L. Lawson, Prof. 
C. H. Parrsih, Jr., Prof. L. A. Offutt, Mrs. Jane Bond, Prof. A. E. Mey- 
zeek, Alfredo C. Muller, Ralph Barnett, R. T. Duncan, J. E. Pierce, 
Miss M. Belle Anderson, Mrs. Rosa A. Starks, Miss Mamie J. Neil, 
Mrs. Alberta Shacklett, Calvin W. Stephens, Miss Mary B. Taylor, 
Mrs. L. J. Boone, Miss Jennie A. Watson, Miss Gertrude Howard, 
Rev. Marshall B. Lanier, Rev. B. F. Ried, Rev. Homer Nutter, Mrs. 
Mamie Steward, Miss Sara Lee, Mrs. Henrietta Butler, Miss Susie 
Mitchell, Rev. R. M. Wheat, Miss E. Heloise Brannon. 

196-1027 —Dr. ©. He Parrish, President; Prof. D. L.« Lawson, Prof. 
Cm ive borish,. jr, Prot. A. Offutt, Prof. A. E. Meyzeek, Alfredo 
C. Muller, Thomas Bond, R. T. Duncan, J. E. Pierce, Miss M. Belle 
Anderson, Mrs. Rosa A. Starks, Miss Mamie J. Neil, Mrs. Alberta 
Shacklett, Miss Louise T. Richardson, Calvin W. Stephens, Miss Mary 
B. Taylor, Miss Jennie Watson, Miss Gertrude Howard, Rev. Marshall 
B. Lanier, Rev. B. F. Reid, Rev. Homer Nutter, Mrs. Mamie Steward, 
Miss L. H. Boone, Miss Sara Lee, Miss Susie Mitchell, Rev. R. M. 
Wheat, Miss E. Heloise Brannon. 

1027-1 0282-Dr, C. H- Parrish, President; Prof. D. L: Lawson, Prof. 
mere arrisn. |r. Prot, i. A. Offutt, Prof. A. E. Meyzeek, A. A. 
Branche, G. A. Bowdler, R. T. Duncan, J. E. Pierce, Miss M. Belle 
Anderson, Mrs. Rosa A. Starks, Miss Mamie J. Neil, Mrs. Alberta 
Shacklett, Miss Mary B. Taylor, W. L. Jester, Gladys C. Williams, 
J. D. Steward, Mrs. L. A. Brent, Miss Gertrude Howard, Rev. Mar- 
shall B. Lanier, Rev. R. H. Faulkner, Mrs. Mamie Steward, Mrs. L. 
J. Boone, Miss Sara Lee, W. H. Fause, Rev. B. F. Ried, Miss Susie 
Mitchell, Mrs. B. H. Bolan, Rev. R. M. Wheat. 

1928-1929—Dr. C. H. Parrish, President; R. T. Duncan, J. E. Pierce, 
A. A. Branche, Prof. D. L. Lawson, L. A. Brent, Gladys Williams, 
Prof. C. H. Parrish, Jr., Wm. Steward, John D. Stewart, W. W. Steven- 
son, Rev. Marshall B. Lanier, D. V. Caslon, J. A. Hibbler, Prof. L. A. 
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Offutt, Mrs. Jane Bond, Miss Mary B. Taylor, Mrs. Mamie E. Steward, 
M. B. Offutt, Gladys Faust, Rev. Homer Harrington, Estella Grayson, 
Edna Aldridge, Mamie Neil, Mrs. Rosa Starks, Dr. John R. Nurse, 
Ivie Taylor. 

1929-1930—Dr. C. H. Parrish, President; Prof. D. L. Lawson, Prof. 
L. A. Offutt, Gladys Faust, Rev. Marshall B. Lanier, Wm. Steward, 
Miss Gertrude Howard, Prof. C. H. Parrish, Jr.. C. H. Byrnum, B. F. 
Marshburn, Wallace Rogers, Roberta A. Reed, H. C. Russell, Theo. 
Wooldridge, Mrs. M. Belle Offutt, Everett Harris, Inez B. Hackner, 
Miss Mary B. Taylor, Mrs. Jane Bond, Bela Udvarnoki, L. A. Brent, 
Mamie Neil, Estella Grayson, Roosevelt Crumes, Mrs. Rosa A. Starks, 
Mrs. Mamie E. Steward, M. L. Garnes. 

1930-1931—Dr. C. H. Parrish, President; Prof. D. L. Lawson, Prof. 
L. A. Offutt, Rev. Marshall Bell Lanier, M. L. Garnes, B. J. Miller. 


MARSHALL BELL LANIER; A.B., B.D 0S.1.By L-Be aba 

Rev. Dr. M. B. Lanier was born at Mocksville, N. C, March 16, 
1869. He first attended the public schools of Salem, N. C., but did 
10t remain there long but went to Washington, D. C., where he en- 
rolled in Wayland Seminary. Here he studied for two years, when 
he made another change. He had become deeply impressed that he 
was called to preach and with a view of preparing himself for his 
ministerial work he left Wayland 
and entered the Lincoln Uni- 
versity, located near Philadel- 
phia, Pa. He was then a young 
man, barely eighteen years of 
age, but very ambitious. 

He graduated from Lincoln 
University in 1892 and received 
the degree of A.B. Wishing to 
specialize further in Theological 
studies he took a course in West- 
ern Theological Seminary, in 
Pittsburgh, Pa., and was grad- 
uated as Bachelor of Divinity in 
1895. This was the eventful 
year in the life of Dr. Lanier, 
for he not only completed his 
studies and received his degree, 
but it was the year in which he 
was ordained to the ministry and 
installed in his first pastorate at 
Grace Church, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
He was soon regarded as an 
eloquent preacher and a sound 
theologian and his progress in Dr. M. B. LANIER 
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his new field of labor was rapid. His reputation as a preacher 
soon spread and before he had served his church very long he re- 
ceived a call to be Dean of the Theological Department of State, now 
Simmons, University. He accepted the call and for thirty-three years 
has served the Institution. The holding of this office has not pre- 
vented him from continuing his work as a minister. He has not neg- 
lected his work at the University, but has at the same time acceptably 
served the following churches as pastor: First Baptist Church of 
Irvington, Ky., the Corinthian Baptist Church of Frankfort, Ky., and 
the Lanier Baptist Church of Louisville, Ky. He is still pastor of 
the latter church. 

While a minister, he does not forget his duties to his country and 
state, and in politics he very naturally sides with the Republicans. He 
is also a member of the Masonic fraternity. 

He was married in 1901, to Miss Maudellen Brice, of Pittsburgh, 
Pa., in whose companionship he finds great delight. They live in 
their own home on West Chestnut Street, in Louisville, Ky. 

As Dean of the Theological Department of the University he has 
had the privilege of touching with his life a large number of young 
men who are preparing to enter the ministry. He has impressed them 
with his high ideals and has sent them forth to influence other lives in 
like manner. 

He was elected president of Simmons University August 13, 1931, 
at the General Association held with the First Baptist Church of Hen- 
derson, Ky. 

In the beginning of this period the Baptists in the State of Ken- 
tucky were very despondent. They had lost their property at 722 W. 
Kentucky St., the splendid buildings, they had lost the College De- 
partment, the Normal, the Business, the Home Economics, the Aca- 
demic Departments but the Theological Department was continued. 
The indebtedness was great. We owed teachers and other creditors 
over $10,000.00. We only had the place in which to operate, the 
Boys’ Dormitory, temporarily, on account of the option that was held 
over it by the University of Louisville. The hour came when it was 
requested that we should move. 

The Baptists in special Association assembled at the Zion Baptist 
Church of Louisville, Ky., selected the property at 1224 Dixie High- 
way. It was purchased December 9, 1935 for $8,600.00 by the Gen- 
eral Association of Colored Baptists in Kentucky for Simmons Uni- 
versity to operate the school. 

On April 4, 1935, Wood F. Axton, a great humanitarian and bene- 
factor, died. He remembered Simmons University in his will. The 
proceeds from this legacy have enabled the University to stem the 
tide of adversity until hope revived in the hearts of our constituency. 
A new spirit has come into the people, the pastors, the officers and 
members of our churches. They are beginning to respond and say by 
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their words and contributions that Christian Education at Simmons 
University must and will live. 


On the eve of the celebration of the Diamond Jubilee of Colored 
Baptists in Kentucky Simmons University has in the bank $12,304.92, 
looking forward to the time when a new building adequate and suf- 
ficient in every appointment will be erected on the campus of Sim- 
mons University, 1224 Dixie Highway for the benefit of the people 
and the Glory of God. 


The property of Simmons University is without indebtedness. The 
mortgage has been cancelled. 

The faculty and graduates of the Ministerial respecte’ and the 
Missionary Sisters will be seen in the statements following: 


We have always been blessed with faithful Trustees. Bro. Wm. H. 
Steward served for fifty years as a member and chairman of the 
Board. The names of the present board are: 


Rev. H. W. Jones, Chairman __— Rev. G. H. Winstead 


Prof. H. C. Russell Rev. T. A. Bennett 
Rey. C. J. Cunningham Rev. RL: 7Childs 
Rev. W. Augustus Jones Rev. R. H. Johnson 
Rev. H. Nutter Rev. W. F. Wilson 
Rev. R. H. Carter Rev. F. C. Locust 


Our religious instructor in the state for the churches is Rev. R. H. 
Faulkner. 


1931-1932—Dr. M. B. Lanier, President; Prof. L. A. Offutt, M. L. 
Garnes, B. J. Miller, H. C. Harris. 


1932-1933—Dr. Marshall B. Lanier, President; Prof. L. A. Offutt, 
M. L. Garnes, B. J. Miller, H. C. Harris. 


1933-1934—Dr. Marshall B. Lanier, President; Prof. L. A. Offutt, 
M. L. Garnes, B. J. Miller, H. C. Harris. 

1934-1935—Dr. Marshall B. Lanier, President; Prof. L. A. Offutt, 
M. L. Garnes, B. J. Miller, H. C. Harris. 


1935-1936—Dr. Marshall B. Lanier, President; Prof. L. A. Offutt, 
B. J. Miller, M. L. Garnes, C. B. Crain, H. C: Harris: 


1936-1937—Dr. Marshall B. Lanier, President; B. J. Miller, Hattie C. 
Harris, M. L. Garnes, L. A. Offutt, J. V. Bottoms, G. Be Grain jase. 
Weatherspoon, C. L. Jordan, W. T. Holland, J. McKee Adams, B. F. 
Smith, H. C. Goerner, E. A. McDowell. 


1937-1938—Dr. Marshall B. Lanier, President; M. L. Garnes, J. V. 
Bottoms, H. C. Harris, F. D. Stephens, L. A, Offutt, Gxiba Gram 
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B. J. Miller, J. B. Weatherspoon, C. L. Jordan, W. T. Holland, J. Mc- 
Kee Adams, B. F. Smith, H. C. Goerner, E. A. McDowell. 


1938-1939—Dr. Marshall B. Lanier, President; J. O. Blanton, L. A. 
Ort. CG. Harris, M. lL. Garnes, B: J. ‘Miller, C, B. Crain, C. L. 
Jordan. 


1939-1940—Dr. Marshall B. Lanier, President; M. L. Garnes, H. C. 
Harris, B. J. Miller, J. V. Bottoms, C. B. Crain, J. O. Blanton. 


1940-1941—Dr. Marshall B. Lanier, President; M. L. Garnes, H. C. 
Harris, B. J. Miller, J. V. Bottoms, C. B. Crain, Howard McClain. 


1941-1942—Dr. Marshall B. Lanier, President; J. B. Cayce, Claude 
Taylor, Sidney R. Smith, J. V. Bottoms, B. J. Miller, H. C. Harris, C. 
B. Crain. 


1942-1943—Dr. Marshall B. Lanier, President; Sidney R. Smith, 
Claude Taylor, H. C. Harris, B. J. Miller, J. V. Bottoms, C. B. Crain. 


Degrees and graduates: 
Honorary—119. 
College—157. 
Theological—164. 
Other graduates—2,000. 


Enrollment—20,000. 
By M. B. Lanier. 
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SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS OF 
BAPTIST EDUCATION IN KENTUCKY 


By Harvey C. RussELu 


In the Jubilee Volume of 1915, Doctor R. B. Butler wrote a compre- 
hensive sketch of the educational work of the General Association. 
The brief space allotted for the present report will not admit of more 
than an outline of certain phases of the many educational endeavors 
which Colored Baptists have undertaken since their organized be- 
ginnings in 1865. It will there- 
fore be the plan of the present 
reviewer to bring out some of 
the less known phases of the 
subject, even at the cost of neg- 
lecting such major phases as 
were treated in Doctor Butler’s 
sketch. While Dr. Butler began 
with the establishment of State 
University, this report will at- 
tempt to go back of that event 
to the more remote sources 
whence sprang the very begin- 
nings of literary and religious 
training of the educational pio- 
neers in the state. 

What type of men were those 
who laid the foundations of Bap- 
tist education in Kentucky? 
Scant records of a few of them 
provide the following informa- 
tion: Elijah P. Marrs, the first 
principal of State University was 
a slave in Shelby County whose master taught him the rudiments of 
an English education, which, after freedom, Reverend Marrs supple- 
mented by study in Roger Williams University. Reverend Henry 
Adams, the pioneer Baptist teacher and early organizer, managed to 
acquire not only an English education, but a mastery of some of the 
classics. His ability was so greatly respected that even under slavery 
he was allowed to pursue his studies unmolested. Reverend George 
W. Dupee, probably the greatest early organizer of churches, and 
certainly the most active missionary among Kentucky Baptists, said 
that he gained his knowledge of reading and writing in such secret 
and surreptitious ways that he could not say just how he came to 
this learning. Chaplain Allen Allenworth got his literary founda- 
tions in the slave-time Sunday schools, and, after the emancipation, 
he attended the Ely Normal in Louisville and other educational in- 
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stitutions. Reverend Matthew Campbell, organizer of the Richmond 
church, and leading early minister, said his father bought him a 
spelling book out of which his master’s children taught him every 
Sunday. William H. Steward was a student in the Fifth Street Bap- 
tist Church School conducted by Reverend Henry Adams. Doctor 
William J. Simmons had the advantage of a college education at 
Howard University, and was probably the only college graduate who 
took part in the establishment of organized education among Colored 
Baptists in Kentucky. These men and a few more like them per- 
sonify the educational beginnings of Colored Baptists, and it was 
these who conceived and set in motion the movement which resulted 
in the establishment of the Kentucky Normal and Theological In- 
stitute which in time became Simmons University. 

But before the opening of the Normal and Theological Institute, 
there was another organized experiment in Baptist Education. In 
1874, in the Olivet Baptist Church at Louisville, a school was organ- 
ized for the education of ministers. According to Parrish, the State 
Association of Colored Baptists meeting in York Street Church, Louis- 
ville, in 1875, endorsed this theological school. This school seems 
to have had but a short existence. 

The official educational work of the General Association of Colored 
Baptists of Kentucky began in 1879 with the opening of the Normal 
and Theological Institute, hereafter called Simmons University. That 
that institution was the result of much deliberation and planning is 
attested by the fact that several years prior to its establishment, a 
tract of land was bought in Frankfort for the proposed location of a 
Baptist School. The final decision for its location in Louisville was 
decided by a 25 to 24 vote in the General Association of 1869. Ten 
years later, the General Association sold the Frankfort property and 
reinvested the proceeds in the Zane Street property at Louisville, 
which became the seat of the institution for the next 52 years. His- 
torical dates in the life of Simmons University may be listed as: 
(1) The endorsement of the institution by the Baptist Home Mis- 
sionary Society of New York and the beginning of annual contribu- 
tions from that society in 1880 when a gift of $1500.00 was made to- 
ward the payment of teachers’ salaries; 1884, when the name of the 
institution was changed from Normal and Theological Institute to 
State University, marking the initiation of a full college curriculum. 
In 1884, John D. Rockefeller made a gift of $500 to the college. The 
enrollment at that time had reached 192 students. In 1886 the college 
conferred the bachelor’s degree upon its first graduating class, which 
consisted of Charles H. Parrish, Charles F. Sneed, and Miss Sarah E. 
Nelson (Warfield). History was also made when the Baptist Women’s 
Educational Convention succeeded in erecting the first modern build- 
ing on the campus in 1908, to be used as a home economics building 
and as a dormitory for women students. The University experienced 
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its greatest expansion after Dr. C. H. Parrish was inaugurated as 
president in 1916. Doctor Parrish brought the influence of his 
prominent connections into the work of expanding the physical plant 
and improving the curriculum and faculty. His administration, extend- 
ing from 1916 until his death in 1930 was marked by the erection of 
the substantial administration and classroom building, and the raising 
of the institution to a fully accredited standing. His ambitious pro- 
gram, unfortunately, came to an almost sudden termination because 
of financial difficulties which confronted the University just at the 
time a severe national depression was settling over the United States. 
The campus was sold to the city of Louisville to be the location of 
the newly established Louisville Municipal College for Negroes, and 
a tract of land and a building were purchased on Dixie Highway in 
the city of Louisville as the future home of Simmons University. Sub- 
sequently, the University has conducted classes in theological and 
missionary training. It has also begun the accumulation of a fund to 
rebuild the institution, with the object of reestablishing a compre- 
hensive program of religious and literary education to serve the needs 
of the churches and missionary endeavors of Kentucky Baptists. The 
annual budget of the present school is approximately ten thousand 
dollars, the receipts in 1942 having been $10,247.94. 

The affairs of the institution are administered by the Board of 
Trustees and the President of the University. Reverend H. W. Jones 
is chairman of the Trustee Board and Dr. M. B. Lanier is President 
of the University. 

As previously stated, however, this review is not intended as a 
complete historical study of Baptist education in the State. In order 
to have sufficient space to give brief mention to several other official 
and independent Baptist educational projects which histories have 
thus far neglected to record, no attempt is made to relate the detailed 
story of Simmons University nor of any other institution. 

While Simmons University is the only institution ever established 
by the General Association for educational purposes, it is worthy of 
note that some of the district associations established schools in various 
parts of the state, and other Baptist interests organized independent 
institutions which were for all intents and purposes Baptist schools, 
notwithstanding the fact that they did not have the official sponsor- 
ship of any regular association. Of the former type were Male and 
Female College at Hopkinsville, organized by the First District Asso- 
ciation in 1883 for the literary and religious training of young men 
and women; The Glasgow Normal and Theological Institute at Glas- 
gow, which was organized in 1887 by the Liberty Association of 
Colored Baptists and sponsored for many years by that body. There 
was also the London Baptist Seminary at London, organized in 1900, 
by the London District Association for the benefit of the mountain 
people. 
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Each of these academies was the official Baptist school of the dis- 
trict in which it was located, some of them serving two districts. 

Independent Baptist schools and academies were opened at several 
places in the state before high schools were generally available to the 
people in those regions. These included The Cadiz Normal and 
Theological Institute at Cadiz; the Simmons Memorial College at 
Bowling Green; The Danville Polytechnic Institute at Danville; The 
Pleasant Hill Seminary at Providence; and a school at Wickliffe. The 
most ambitious and successful of the independent Baptist schools was 
the Eckstein Norton Institute at Cane Spring, Bullitt County, founded 
in 1890. Of each of these schools, a brief sketch will be given. 

The Hopkinsville Male and Female College, founded in 1883 by 
the First District Baptist Association, and later shared in by the Little 
River and Cumberland Valley Association, exerted considerable in- 
fluence in Southwest Kentucky over a period of 30 years. The early 
trustee board contained the names of such stalwart leaders as Reverend 
E. Williams, Rev. O. Durrett, Rev. James Foster, Rev. James L. 
Allensworth, Rev. W. T. Silvey, and Rev. B. J. Garrett. According 
to the college catalogue, its purpose was to “train children in the way 
they should go; preparing young men and young women for business 
life, and training teachers and preachers for better and more effec- 
tive service in their calling.” The best known principals of the in- 
stitution were Prof. Schaffner, and Dr. P. T. Frazier, the latter of whom 
came to the principalship in 1900 and who developed the institution 
to its widest sphere of influence. After about 1915 the Male and 
Female College had a precarious existence. Since that time it has 
exerted but small influence upon the educational or religious ad- 
vancement in that section. 

The Glasgow Normal, like most of the early undertakings in the 
Liberty District, was largely the creation of Reverend Peter Murrell 
of Glasgow. In 1887, under his leadership, the brethren in the Liberty 
District banded themselves together to found and provide for the 
maintenance of a school which they named the Glasgow Normal and 
Theological Institute. In 1900 the trustees obtained a state charter 
for the institution and attempted to enlarge its plant and its service. 
In its long struggle this institution had the services of some well- 
known educators and preachers as principal or faculty members. 
Among these were Dr. Robert Mitchell, Rev. W. B. Wood, Dr. M. B. 
Lanier, Dr. W. H. McLawler, Rev. J. J. McCutcheon, and Prof. W. L. 
Bowman. Probably the institution’s most distinguishing mark is the 
list of successful students who attended it at some time in its history. 
To mention a few, there were Rev. J. E. Wood and Rev. W. B. Wood, 
Prof. F. M. Wood, Peter W. Williams, George and Robert Berry, J. W. 
and Harry Dunn, and Prof. R. H. Sewell, principal of the Glasgow 
Public School. The Glasgow Normal has not operated successfully 
since the 1920's. 
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The London Baptist Seminary, organized in 1900, never had a 
sufficiently large population in that section to insure a healthy exist- 
ence. The Association and the London District Sunday School and 
Educational Conventions all worked zealously to put the school on a 
very successful basis. Only a building and a campus remain on a 
functioning basis, but their efforts were, inevitably, not as silent re- 
minders of the earnest efforts which Rev. Faulkner and his followers 
of a generation ago put forth to forge another link in the chain of 
Baptist educational and missionary endeavor. 

Among the independent Baptist Schools, the Eckstein Norton In- 
stitute was begun under the most auspicious and promising circum- 
stances of any of these institutions. Its establishment was the joint 
work of Dr. William J. Simmons and his young co-worker, Rev. 
Charles H. Parrish. These two leaders resigned their positions in 
Simmons University in 1890 and opened the new institution with 
funds which they solicited from the Louisville and Nashville Railroad, 
and from prominent Louisville business men. It is well known how 
the death of Dr. Simmons immediately cast upon the shoulders of 
young Parrish the responsibility of the new venture. The Eckstein 
Norton Institute remained in operation until 1911, when a merger was 
effected with the newly opened Lincoln Institute. During these 
twenty-one years Eckstein Norton served over 1700 students and 
graduated 200 persons from its various industrial, normal, and col- 
legiate departments. Although the school was operated under an 
independent charter, its affiliations and its religious program were 
closely tied in with certain Baptist churches and associations. Among 
its graduates may be mentioned Mrs. Lizzie B. Fouse, Mrs. Mayme 
Morris, Doctor J. W. Johnson, H. C. Russell, Lee L. Brown, and Prof. 
P. T. Frazier, all of whom have been leaders in some type of public 
or professional service in Kentucky. 


The Cadiz Normal and Theological Institute was the creation and 
a lifetime interest of Rev. W. H. McRidley, pastor of the Cadiz Baptist 
Church, who conducted the school for 40 years. Rev. McRidley began 
his private school in 1884. His catalogue of 1891 stated that the 
aims of his school were “to educate teachers and preachers, who are 
not able to make long expensive trips in acquiring an education else- 
where.” In reality, however, the principal work of the school was 
devoted to elementary school work for children. The theological in- 
struction was mostly given at night at the Baptist church in the form 
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of lectures and sermons. A spring school was conducted to prepare 
teachers for teaching certificates. The Cadiz Normal may be said to 
have served a useful purpose in its earlier days. 

A Baptist educational adventure which exerted a useful influence 
over a few years was Simmons Memorial College which was spon- 
sored by Doctor Robert Mitchell in the State Street Baptist Church 
at Bowling Green. This work was begun about 1887 and remained 
under Doctor Mitchell’s direction until 1896 when he left Bowling 
Green to pastor elsewhere. The school was operated by a board of 
trustees and was attended by many of the young preachers and as- 
pirants to the ministry around Bowling Green. The institution se- 
cured a building and moved from the State Street Church a few 
years after its founding. Among successful ministers and teachers 
who studied there were Rev. J. J. McCutchen, Rev. L. D. Britt, and 
Professor W. L. Bowman. Mrs. Mary Cook Parrish was a teacher in 
the Simmons Memorial College at one time. 

Other attempts at independent Baptist schools were more or less 
successful at Danville, Providence, and Wickliffe. At Danville, young 
Isaac Fisher, who graduated from Simmons University in 1891, opened 
a school shortly thereafter which he named the Danville Polytechnic 
Seminary. This school was patronized by some of the best families in 
Danville and surrounding territory. Mr. Fisher spent much of his 
time on the field soliciting funds, while his wife, Lillie Sinclair 
Fisher supervised the operation of the school. After a few years of 
operating the school, Mr. Fisher abandoned the undertaking and per- 
mitted it to close its doors. 

In 1903, Reverend John H. May was conducting an educational 
project in Providence to which he gave the attractive name of Pleasant 
Hill Seminary. Rey. May was pastor of the Pleasant Hill Baptist 
Church, and his school was housed in “the old church building.” 
Judging by an announcement of 1903, the principal object of this 
Seminary was to confer degrees, which, the statement said, could be 
either merited or honorary. Three Doctor of Divinity degrees were 
conferred the previous year, and one Master of Arts degree. It seems 
that no merited degrees were conferred. 

A teaching service which was never intended to be an organized 
institution was conducted for several years in Lexington by Dr. R. B. 
Butler of Versailles, who did meritorious service in training and 
coaching young ministers for more efficient service. There were no 
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pretensions or showmanship in the running of these classes. They 
were sincere efforts to help deserving young men toward service. 


At Wickliffe, Kentucky, there is still in the hands of Baptist owners, 
some property which was once used for an educational project. This 
effort, like many others, represented the desire of earnest people to 
do missionary and educational work against unfavorable conditions. 
The project was never developed to any degree of efficiency. 


It is very probable that other attempts were made to organize 
teaching services in various points in the State, but no others seem to 
have reached the status of organization to publicize themselves as 
institutes, seminaries or schools. Many of the stronger preachers 
gathered about them aspiring young men who had “felt the call,” and 
helped them to better preparation for service. To some extent this 
practice still prevails at the Antioch Baptist Church in Louisville 
where Reverend G. F. Watson conducts a teaching service for young 
ministers. 


And so, in brief review, there have been enumerated some of the 
educational endeavors which were undertaken by Baptist leaders over 
the past seventy years, and how, with the single exception of Simmons 
University, now experiencing a struggling existence, all of them have 
practically passed into the “memory of things that were.” Some of 
these schools served well the times and the communities in which they 
were located. They afforded extended school terms to children for 
whom the public schools afforded but three to five months’ terms. 
They gave the first opportunity in some localities for any degree of 
high school study. They opened the way for many aspiring young 
men to begin their Christian ministry, and for many more young men 
and young women to obtain teachers’ certificates so much needed in 
the eighteen eighties and afterward. They served hand in hand with 
the churches in evangelizing and training an uninformed people for 
service in the church and in the community. With all of their short- 
comings, and they were many, these schools lighted the torch in a 
time of relative darkness and passed it on until the public schools and 
better financed private institutions came in with greater floods of 
light. The names of the men and women who founded these early 
schools, and who conducted and supported them as best they knew, 
should have a place of honor in the history of achievement among the 
Negro Baptists of Kentucky. 
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The year of 1943, the seventy-fifth anniversary of the General 
Association of Colored Baptists in Kentucky, finds the denomination’s 
educational facilities and activities at a relatively low ebb. Only the 
limited facilities of the Simmons Theological Seminary are available 
for any type of formal education, while an adult education service 
under the State Director of Religious Education is doing some 
helpful work through the medium of institutes, convention classes, 
and the distribution of tracts and study outlines to Sunday Schools, 
Baptist Training Unions, and similar church auxiliaries. The women 
of the Baptist Women’s Educational Convention continue their faith- 
ful services in the raising of funds for the support of education, and 
the General Association, under the leadership of Moderator W. H. 
Ballew, has shown increased interest and support for a more com- 
prehensive and efficient system of denominational education. From 
this review of three quarters of a century, and an evaluation of the 
present status, resources, and needs of Christian education under 
Baptist auspices and controlled by the General Association, this 
aritcle must close with the conclusion that but one alternative faces 
the church at this time, and that is, to rise up as was done in 1879, 
build a modern educational plant that will be adequate for the proper 
training of ministers, missionaries, and local church workers to cope 
with twentieth century conditions, and then to man that plant with a 
fully accredited faculty commensurate with the physical aspects of 
the plant and with the needs of education for service to modern 
church. To do less will be to falter in the face of a desperate need and 
a God-given opportunity. 
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MISSIONARY WORK 
Missionary Work of The Colored Baptists of Kentucky 
By Rev. W. F. Wixson, Secretary, Louisville, Ky. 


Making others aware of the living Christ is the best contribution | 
can make to a stricken world. 
CHARLES G. BECKER. 


A minister once said: “The unused ability of the Church is the ex- 
ultation of hell, the surprise of heaven, the loss of man, and the grief 


of God.” 


Christians have no more right to take time out from soul-saving of 
men, than a soldier has to lay down his arms and slumber while bombs 
fall all around about him. 


It is not for missionaries to stand in the world and testify to Christ, 
but it is theirs to stand in Christ and bear witness to the world. 


_ The history of missions is the story of those who have bridged the 
gap between heaven and earth through many a danger, toil and pain. 
Therefore the bearing of this study of the kingdom and the ages upon 
missions is not only important, it is fundamental, vital. To a true 
disciple duty is delight, and the one grand question is, “What is my 
Master's will?” Our great commission is a world’s evangelization and 
its sphere is this present evil age. Now, our crucifixion with Christ, 
our fellowship with Him in travail; the coming age is to bring our 
coronation with Christ, our fellowship with Him in triumph. To the 
end of this age we are to be content at His command to “go into all 
the world and preach the Gospel to every creature,” leaving all re- 
sults with Him, and not caring to measure success by superficial signs. 


Now, the kingdom is invisible, and extends its sway in the hearts 
of disciples one by one. Its conquests are in silence and secrecy, and 
come not “with observation,” sounding no loud trumpet as a signal for 
advance, sending no imperial herald to cry, “Lo, here!” “Lo, there!” 
Sometimes its progress is like that of ocean tides, which rise toward 
higher flood mark even while the waves seem to recede toward a lower 
level. An invisible Spirit leads on, leaving behind no track traceable 
by the carnal eye. An unseen Christ assures, “Lo, I am with you 
always, even unto the end of the age.” Why cannot we be satisfied 
to do our duty, and give up vain attempts to gauge the kingdom by 
man’s measuring rod? Though unseen, the kingdom is as divinely 
real, the Spirit as divinely mighty, the Master as divinely present, as 
though supernal splendors smote our eyes. To look for a world’s com- 
plete conquest during this present evil age is to delude ourselves with 
a false hope, unaffirmed in propehtic promise, unconfirmed. by his- 
toric facts. After nearly twenty centuries “the offense of the cross” 
has not ceased. Evil still rules this world, and Satan is still its god. 
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STATE MISSION BOARD 


Yet from all nations the Bride of Christ is surely being outgathered, 
though the race of man is still in rebellion; and into one temple of God 


the “living stones” are being built, though vast masses of bed-rock lie 
dead in the quarries. 


The Church waits for her full salvation, the world for its true trans- 
formation, the whole creation for its final redemption, until He comes 
who maketh “all things new.” LET US DO OUR DUTY IN THIS 
PRESENT EVIL AGE, and the kingdom will come now, so far and so 
fast as God means it shall come, in hearts subdued and renewed by 
the Spirit. Therefore from 1868 with Rev. Peter Johnson as our super- 
intendent of missions and continuously for seventy-five years to the 
present superintendent of missions, Rev. M. H. Gant, many souls 
have been won to Christ and miles traveled and thousands of dollars 
contributed for this work by His followers throughout the state of 
Kentucky as the chart of statistics will show on following pages. 
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Thus it may be seen that for twenty-seven years Dr. P. H. Kennedy 


was our Superintendent of Missions. 


In addition to the General Missionary the following brethren have 
been employed as District Missionaries: Rev. J. E. Wood, D.D., Dan- 
ville, 7 months; Rev. R. B. Butler, A.M., Lexington; Rev. G. W. Hamp- 
ton, D.D., Anchorage; Rev. J. J. McCutcheon, D. D., Lexington; Rev. 
G. M. Moore, Lexington. Rev. Wm. Johnson, D.D., was our chairman 
for thirty-five years (1915-1940); Rev. H. A. Scott was our chairman 
(Sept. 25, 1941-1942). 


In conclusion, let us say that the Lord has led us and may we con- 
tinue to wax stronger and further the cause of a greater kingdom on 
earth. 

Rev. R. J. Micier, Chairman, 
Rey. M. H. Gant, Supt. of Missions and Corresponding Secretary, 
Dr. W. Aucustus JONEs, Treasurer, 


W. F.. Wixson, Secretary. 
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EX-MISSIONARIES 


cr 


Rev. A. H. SHUMAKE 


Rev. M. M. D. PERDUE 


Rey. AND Mrs, J. H. SMILEY 
State Missionary and National DATE Dia P a e 
Evangelist, : KENNEDY 
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Rev. R. J. MILLER 
Present Chairman Rev. M. H. Gant 


Present Superintendent of State 
Missions 


Dr. J. W. Grsson 
Rev. W. F. Wixson, Secretary Ex-Supt. of Missions 
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HOME OF AMERICAN BAPTIST 


Purchased 1942 


By General Association 
of Colored Baptists 
In Kentucky. 
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THE AMERICAN BAPTIST 
By Henrietta P. BuTLER 


As early as 1869 in the First General Association of Colored Bap- 
tists in Kentucky a committee of five persons was appointed by Rev. 
Henry Adams, Moderator, to investigate the subject of the publica- 
tion of a Religious Paper and correspond with those parties favor- 
able to the enterprise and if possible secure a good organ as soon as 
practicable. The ministers composing this committee were: Revs. 
G. W. Dupee, R. T. W. James, W. J. Brown, I. Slaughter, R. Lee, 
F. Braxton, Q. B. Jones, H. Scroggins and H. Samuels. In the re- 
search on the findings of this committee and the action taken by the 
General Association we were not able to find a report but the Rev. 
George W. Dupee evidently stood by his convictions and saw a way 
to bring to the Baptists a paper to suit the need of that day. 


Between the years of 1869 and 1875 a Denominational Paper was 
published known as the Baptist Herald, and the Rev. Dupee was its 
worthy Editor. Records further state that Rev. Dupee spent much 
money and great labor to make it an interesting paper. Its columns 
contained articles from the ablest colored ministers and brethren of 
Kentucky and adjacent states. Its pages were opened wide to Bap- 
tists throughout the State and the world at large. Every pastor con- 
nected with the Association was urged to have their congregation 
subscribe for the Baptist Herald. This request was not supported 
by the brethren as it should have been as it seems to have suffered 
financially and many of the pastors were slow to realize the import- 
ance of supporting a periodical thoroughly Baptistic and Christian in 
its doctrine and tone. 


Editor Dupee was commended for his zeal and determination in 
keeping the paper alive with such little encouragement. The sum 
of $50.00 was donated to its support for that Associational year. 


After another twelve months the brethren were a little more con- 
scious of the needs and obligations to a denominational journal and 
voted to give $75.00 for its support. 


We do not know why nor when the name was changed from the 
Baptist Herald to the American Baptist but at the General Association 
in 1879 a recommendation was adopted to encourage churches, Min- 
isters and Sunday School teachers to use the American Baptist. The 
following statement was made by the committee on Periodicals— 
Quote: “The truths contained in this paper faithfully studied and well 
understood will enable our ministers and Sunday School teachers to 
preach and teach the word of God intelligently.” 

Issue twenty-five, Volume 1, of the American Baptist reveals the 
fact that A. C. Caperton was Editor of the Western Recorder, organ 
of the White Baptists of Kentucky and G. W. Dupee and W. H. 
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Steward, Associate Editors of the American Baptist, and the two 
papers were published at 149 Fourth Street, in the Courier Journal 
Building. 

In the Editorial dated Saturday, November 15, 1879, appeared 
the following: “We announce the name of Brother W. H. Steward 
of this city, (Louisville) as one of 
our associate Editors. This, we 
are satisfied, will give general 
satisfaction to our subscribers. 
Brother Steward is well and favor- 
ably known to the brethren in this 
and in other states, and, what is 
better than all, he is emphatically 
in earnest.” 


During this era the American 
Baptist was taken over by Wil- 
liam H. Steward, one of the most 
prominent laymen of that day. 
With a broad vision and an in- 
tellectual back-ground for the de- 
velopment of the paper, Editor 
Steward set his mind and heart on 
the work, he gave the best days 
of his life and the greater part of 
his livelihood that the American 
Baptist might live. Through its 
pages the story of the cross was 
told, he labored so the leaders of 
today might be able to stand upon 
the Wall. 

A number of years of ownership by Editor and Publisher Steward 
were marked by prosperity, he owned his printing equipment, in- 
cluding a cylinder press and had in his employ as many as six or 
seven persons to do the work at the printing plant. 


Won. H. STEWARD 


The circulation had increased and a large percentage of the job 
printing, local and state, was done under his supervision. An ad- 
vertisement appearing as far back as 1887 referred to the American 
Baptist as the “Oldest Religious and Family Journal in the South 
among colored people. It is bright, newsy and ably edited. The 
Organ of the American National Baptist Convention, the General As- 
sociation and all District Associations and Conventions in Kentucky.” 

Its pages were kept free from slanderous and filthy articles and 
was commended for its clean, first-class reading matter. 

During the time of the Steward ownership of the American Bap- 
tist which covered a period of fifty-six years, the Baptists of Ken- 
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tucky enjoyed a denominational paper with not a great deal of thought 
of its existence, but during these years it had become Mr. Steward’s 
pride and joy, it had so ab- 
sorbed his life until it was his 
first thought and greatest con- 
cern. This was an_ institution 
through which a large number 
of young men were able to sup- 
plement their tuition in school. 
During these years many stu- 
dents from State (now Sim- 
mons) University and Central 
High School found it an avenue 
through which they might con- 
tinue their education, and_ be- 
cause of its location on Fifth 
Street near Chestnut, they were 
able to reach the plant with little 
or no expense. 


As days passed into months 
and months into years, father 
time began to tell his story and 
the once energetic Editor and 
Publisher realized he could not 
carry on the work so near and 
dear to him, but with the same 

L. H. Woo.LFoLk thought in mind advocated by 

Present Editor Editor Dupee, at the birth of 

the Baptist Herald, that Ken- 

tucky Baptists needed a Denominational Journal, Mr. Steward trans- 

ferred, free gratis, to the General Association of Colored Baptists in 

Kentucky the American Baptist, himself assuming all the old indebted- 
ness. 


This transaction was made in the year of 1933, thus a religious 
journal more than a half century old became the infant of Kentucky 
Baptists. It had to be nursed very carefully in order to keep alive 
the threads of life which remained active in the transferring from 
private ownership to an incorporated body. In planning the trans- 
fer of the paper to the denomination, Mr. Steward sought some one 
to become his associate that he could rely upon as a worthy person 
to succeed him as Editor, to assure the perpetuity and policy of the 
journal. With the approval of the Association he made choice of 
William H. Ballew, a young minister with some training in printing, 
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who worked with him as an un- 
derstudy during the remainder 
of his life and assumed full re- 


sponsibility at his death. 


This transfer occurred at the 
time of one of the greatest 
crises known in America, and 
preceding the transfer the de- 
nomination having suffered by 
the sale of their school, con- 
fidence and cooperation were at 
a low ebb, thus it was difficult 
to secure adequate support for 
the denominational paper and 
other agencies. After about 
eighteen months it became nec- 
essary to close the job office at 
448 South Ninth Street. The 
paper was moved to the I. Willis 
Cole Printing Plant where it was 
published for about six years. 


In 19385 Rev. W. H. Ballew 

Henrietta P. BUTLER was elected Moderator of Ken- 

Secretary-Treasurer tucky Baptists. With the great 

responsibility involved in assum- 

ing this office Rev. Ballew was 

forced to give up the Editorship and the Rev. S. E. Hoard of Bowling 

Green, Kentucky was elected by the Executive Board. The Rev. Mr. 

Hoard was well qualified for the work but his service was of a short 

duration, because he was called to the pastorate of the Tabernacle 

Baptist Church of Dayton, Ohio. As a successor to Dr. Hoard, the 
Rev. M. H. Gant was elected Editor. 


The cost of publication became such a liability upon the Associa- 
tion until it seemed necessary to suspend publication, but at this 
time a group of young brethren volunteered to assume this responsi- 
bility and organized, under the leadership of Moderator Ballew the 
Baptist Mutual Syndicate, Inc. This was a one thousand dollar 
corporation and from ten to one hundred dollars were paid by the 
loyal members. 


Mrs. Henrietta P. Butler was selected by the Baptist Mutual Syndi- 
cate as Secretary-Treasurer. Her previous experience as a public 
school teacher and clerk at First Standard Bank, perhaps gave her a 
true insight as to the position which the Syndicate held and was com- 
pelled to fit in whatever position that required work, she has since 
rendered ardent service. 
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After two years of careful supervision by Moderator Ballew, the 
circulation of the paper had been increased, the confidence in the 
possibility of maintenance was restored and the Association again 
assumed the responsibility of publication. Some of the outstanding 
endeavors to build the circulation of the American Baptist was the 
sponsoring of Business and Professional Week and the offering of 
Scholarships and Awards to energetic workers. 

Feeling the urge to branch out and build on the foundation laid 
by the noble and brave fathers, in the early part of 1942 negotiations 
were started to purchase property for the housing of the American 
Baptist and Headquarters for the Baptist Family. This dream was 
realized on March 6, 1942, when the American Baptist moved into a 
modernly equipped plant. The Rev. L. H. Woolfolk, another young 
minister with a promising future for newspaper work was elected 
Editor and the Rev. Gant was made Manager. 

Mr. Clifton H. Carr, the best linotypist in the city of Louisville, 
was employed to take charge of the printing department. He re- 
mained with the firm during the rest of his life which was indeed 
short. On March 6, 1943, we paid tribute to his memory, in funeral 
service at the West Chestnut Street Baptist Church. 

Today the staff has increased to eight persons including linotypist 
and printers. The Steward Memorial Building is a tribute to the 
memory of a great layman who gave to the Baptists of Kentucky a 
ereat heritage. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE STATE STATISTICIAN FOR 1943 


We are only giving a general summary of the churches, pastors and member- 
ship as reported through our district bodies and the value of the church property 
and estimated number of churches that did not report through their districts. A 
brief summary of the Baptists of the U. S. A. 

TOTAL CHURCHES, PASTORS, MEMBERSHIP AND PROPERTY VALUE 


District Churches Pastors No. Mem. Prop. Value 
Consolidated— 

ak Offutt, Moderator. ........5.... 39 30 12,040 $1,022,110 
Elkhorn and Sandy Valley— 

Hi; sy. Hinton,- Moderator ....2... 14 10 1,049 18,850 
London— 

J. N. Burnside, Moderator ....... od 10 ABS Us 122.500 
Hazard— 

Pekortiniey, Moderator... .. 16 1. aed 
Zion— 

Cree Willis. Moderator )........ 36 29 1,516 30,950 
Green River Valley— 

WeoeeE Fisher, Moderator ........ 31 oH) 2,881 27,750 
Little River and Cumberland— 

Pel. Hopson, Moderator ........ 29 oT 2,791 61,600 
Liberty— 

eeWebb, Moderator 22.00... 6. 31 ide 2341 1. LOO 
Mt. Pleasant— 

T. A. Bennett, Moderator ........25 14 3,967 137,800 
Mt. Calvary— 

JM: Watkins, Moderator ........ 14 ipl 1,067 17,050 
Howards Creek— 

eid oimith« Moderator 22... .. 39 32 ATO 233,900 
South— 

Sec achedd, Moderator: 23... 0... 28 18 3,078 120,930 
Central— 

CeeOwens. Moderator .20. 6 sinc 88 84 38,471 1,363,649 
West Kentucky Green Valley— 

O. O. Reynolds, Moderator ...... 30 19 2,180 
Union— 

mearti., tohnson;. Moderator. 22... 35 26 4,684 150,990 
First— 

feeneestiunt. Moderator fen... .-e 67 49 10,178 279,875 

GENERAL SUMMARY 
Die GRO ISthictsetC ported (inl 943%. aac ios ca oes oe eek ewe ob cere are bal 16 
Number! ot Churches (reported through the Districts) .............6..6. 543 
Nmmuber noe reported. through ithe. Districts (est.) 2.26. 6..06 65 0b \ eee ees 200 
Doone es OL TRENGERENSS Ge alan 9 do a oat EP 400 
MAC MOMENT eTIND CTS] 7 Oe ac ce alan o alejd OM ews vee bie aed ss 96,054 
Number of Members not reported through the Districts (est.) .......... 4,500 
orev aries ou Church, property (as reported) ..:)...:...6..0045 $3,659,054 
oe Me eOts@hurch property (eSt.) 9. cee ees cere wie wie eee $4,000,000 
SUMMARY OF NEGRO BAPTISTS IN U. S. A. 

PP ene MIFCUMANICHIDCTSHIP 1. 0. ci. ce Selo ces oe hee a etc ee ce eee 4,104,327 
eee ee UME TNCTIIDETSIIP . 5 fc oc. ss wieve + piece soe ws cues ete Se ob eee oleae ole See 57,487 
MpPatmaTNTN eT OL ECINITCHES, hes idis nls hes Sales 4 ve Bh Ge vue e bee a ens 08 DAL OO 
Wire INERT) MG PECACIETS fo fies diesels chece lel a fold + sia aleme oe ge wg wl ace eee ae 27 242 
Wotmlmenumbensot: sunday Schools... 5.065. sce lee ee ce we we ee ee 22,598 
a ounmauruabensor -beachersand Officers o.com  e 261,400 
To teiunabersor members-enrolled in) S. Si 665.06 065 an ce he ee ee 3,740,819 
oatMecunaietorsvy..M>.S..(reported )) 0. cee nw a Se ee ee le ele ee ee Tote 
Total number enrolled in the W. M. S. (reported) .............6... 65,320 
“Tue, ouyepw veer BL Sud RA OS Rea SG EY 2 SURO a or ae 13,654 
ot iaumberor “members cenrolled os. oss oN oe ae oe oe 26,359 


REV. JAMES W. GIBSON, A.B., D.D., 
State Statistician of the 
General Association of Kentucky Baptists. 
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SECTION II 
* 
STATE CONVENTIONS 


AND 
AUXILIARIES 
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BAPTIST WOMEN’S EDUCATIONAL CONVENTION 


The Baptist Women’s Educational Convention was organized Sep- 
tember 18, 1883 in the Fifth Street Baptist Church by Rev. Wm. J. 
Simmons, D. D., in accordance with a resolution adopted by the Gen- 
eral Association in August, 1883. 


For sixty years this Convention worked faithfully trying to dis- 
charge the duty assigned it by the General Association, turning over 
into the hands of the Board of Trustees thousands of dollars to assist 
in the prosecution of the educational work. 


April 14, 1908, Mrs. Mamie E. Steward, President of the Conven- 
tion, raised the first spade of dirt, followed by the members of the 
Board of Managers, Executive Board, the Board of Trustees and the 
President of the University for the erection of the Girls’ Dormitory. 


The cornerstone was laid during the commencement week, May 21, 
1908, with appropriate services by the Moderator of the General 
Association, Rev. J. W. Hawkins, D.D. The Dedicatory Exercises 
took place Feb. 7, 1909. 


This building is a handsome pressed brick structure, with all the 
modern improvements, heate vith steam and lighted by electricity. 
li is still being used by the City of Louisville for its Municipal College. 
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Mrs. Mayme J. BEATTY 


Present President Mrs. Mayme E. STEWARD 


Ex-President 


Mrs. N. J. TEMPLE 


Mrs. HELEN AND 
Board Member 


Miss MINNIE SMITH 
Board Members 
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The following persons have served the Convention as Presidents: 
Mrs. Amanda Nelson, 1883-90; Mrs. M. Belle Wallace, 1891-92; Mrs. 
L. C. Crittenden, 1893-97; Mrs. Lizzie Bates, 1898-99; Mrs. Mamie E. 
Steward, 1900-30; Mrs. Mamie J. Beatty, 1930-43. 


Since its organization this convention has raised nearly a quarter 
million dollars for the Baptist cause in the state of Kentucky. Its 
present officers are: Mrs. Mamie J. Beatty, Bracktown, President; 
Vice-President, Mrs. M. B. Lanier, Louisville; Vice-President, Mrs. 
Maggie D. Jones, Louisville; Recording Secretary, Mrs. Mary L. 
Brooks, Frankfort; Assistant Secretary, Mrs. K. M. Howard, Lexing- 
ton; Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. Bettie Morton, Louisville; Treas- 
urer, Mrs. Alice B. Crutcher, Louisville; Superintendent Youth De- 
partment, Mrs. H. L. Ballew, Louisville; Chairman of Board, Mrs. 
Eliza Gray, Louisville; President Youth Department, Miss Minnie B. 
Smith. 


Mrs. AMANDA NELSON 
First President 
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STATE BAPTIST WOMEN’S MISSIONARY CONVENTION 


By direction of the General Association of Kentucky Baptists, a 
Missionary Conference was held in Louisville, Kentucky, December 
18, 1902. That Conference, after due deliberation, requested the 
Executive Board to use its good offices in aiding the Baptist Women 
of Kentucky to take a more active part in missionary work in an or- 
ganized and systematic way. The Board has considered the matter 
for three months. Its consideration has been prayerful, thorough and 
without prejudice. We have earnestly sought to shelter the phases 
of missionary work desired under the benignant wing of the Baptist 
Women’s Educational Convention. 


Various efforts in this direction for different reasons have been 
declined. The Board is decidedly of the opinion, as was the Mis- 
sionary Conference, that the time is already overdue for the Baptist 
women to put themselves in line with the advance missionary move- 
ment of the age. 


The need of such work is apparent to all. It is therefore requested 
that all Baptist women interested in missions meet in Louisville on 
Tuesday, May 26, 1903, for the purpose of organizing a Missionary 
Convention charged to carry out said designated work in coopera- 
tion or auxiliary to the Executive Board of the General Association. 


DIAMOND JUBILEE 79 


Any Baptist sister may take part in the deliberation of said meet- 
ing. She may come as an individual or as a messenger from any Bap- 
tist church should any church desire to send her. Should it be im- 
possible for you to attend, send letter asking that your name be en- 
rolled. This was done by the unanimous order of the Executive 
Board at its regular meeting, 
April 13, 1903. C. H. Parrish, 
Chairman; W. R. Richardson, 
Secretary; and P. H. Kennedy, 
Corresponding Secretary. 


On Tuesday, May 26, 1903 at 

the Fifth Street Baptist Church, 
Eouisville y Rev. C. H.-Parrish, 
D. D., Chairman of the Execu- 
tive Board of the General Asso- 
ciation of Kentucky, called to 
order the Baptist Women prep- 
aratory to the organization of 
the Baptist Women’s Missionary 
Convention and read the fol- 
lowing scriptures: Luke 17:10, 
Homi. le Cor.4:7, 28:10, F Cor. 
fae hom, 11:36, Ll ° Chron. 
29:14. Ps. 143:2. Rev. Jno. H. 
Perdue, D.D., offered prayer. Nase Drie Price 
Rev. Parrish read the official call Present President 
that was sent out by the Board. 
Prayer by Rev. J. E. Wood, D. D., of Danville, Ky.; song, “Saviour 
More than Life to Me.” A temporary organization was effected by 
electing the following officers: Mrs. B. O. Wilkerson, M. W., President; 
Mrs. F. R. Givens, Secretary; Mrs. Louisa Moore, Treasurer. The Tem- 
porary Convention was called to order by the President who made a 
short address. 


Committee on election of officers: Rev. J. H. Kennedy, Henderson; 
Mesdames C. H. Parrish, Eliza Cosby, Miss Nannie H. Burroughs, 
Mrs. Bertha Denny, Louisville, Kentucky, and Rev. C. D. Douglas, 
Lexington, Ky., Rev. H. W. Jones, Owenton, Ky., Reported. 
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EX-PRESIDENTS 


Mrs. FANNE R. GIVENS 
Mrs. P. A. KENNEDY 


President, Mrs. B. O. Wilkerson; Vice-Presidents, Mesdames P. H. 
Kennedy, and S. W. Underwood; Recording Secretary, Mrs. Isaac 
Fisher; Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. C. H. Parrish; Treasurer, Mrs. 
Louisa Moore; Auditors, Miss M. A. Crutchfield and Mrs. T. L. Ander- 
son. Installation by Dr. John H. Frank, Moderator of General Asso- 
ciation. 

Executive Committee: Mrs. J. E. Givens, Chairman; Mesdames C. 
Bonaparte, A. V. Nelson, John H. Frank, Eliza Cosby, Antonia Wil- 
liams, Lillie Weber, Fannie Berry, Mahalia White, Maria Lee, Sallie 
Snowden, Maud Wright. Five hundred and nine names were read 
approving the organization. 

Ministers present: Drs. C. H. Parrish, J. E. Wood, John H. Frank, 
W. R. Richardson, W. A. Jones, C. D. Douglas, J. H. Perdue, William 
Johnson, H. D. Carpenter, G. W. Hampton, H. W. Jones, L. G. Jordan, 
E. T. Offutt, E. T. Fishback, E. W. Reed, P. H. Kennedy, O. W. 
Hawthorn, H. E. Givens, Mrs. Napoleon Bonaparte, Mrs. Thos. H. 
Steward, and Mrs. M. E. Steward, organist. Miss Lucy Dunlap was 
the first life member. 

Forty years of Kingdom building, our pioneers sleep, but we go 
marching on, building on the foundation they laid for us. God dealt 
with them, giving them a vision of our work as Christian women. 
During this period, we have had five presidents and eight secretaries, 
one corresponding secretary, Mrs. M. V. Parrish, six board chairmen, 
two treasurers, including Mrs. Mary Hampton who is now serving. 
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Thousands of souls have been won to Christ, thousands of homes 
visited, miles covered by missionaries, dollars raised to foster the 
work, ministers and revivals assisted, and institutions visited and in- 
mates cheered. Yet, there is much to be done, and may this volume 
help reach the unreached. Two of our strongest missionaries have 
gone to be with God, but their work follows them—Vienna Parker 
Parrish, and Bettie Withers. Our young people are organized into a 
strong working unit. May the God of Heaven look and smile upon 
them. 

Officers for 1942 are: President, Mrs. Della M. Price, Louisville, 
Kentucky; Vice-President, Mrs. Margaret Offutt, Louisville; Vice- 
President, Mrs. Katie Edwards, Owensboro, Kentucky; Recording Sec- 
retary, Mrs. Eugenia P. Brown, Louisville; Financial Secretary, Mrs. 
Dollye Wilson, Owensboro, Kentucky; Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. 
Mary V. Parrish, Louisville; Treasurer, Mrs. Mary E. Hampton, An- 
chorage, Kentucky; Auditor, Mrs. Fannie R. Givens, Louisville; Audi- 
tor, Mrs. Hannah L. Ballew, Louisville. 


BOARD 
1941—Mesdames Laura Taliaferro, Victoria Nelson, Eleanor Starks, 
{da Daniels, Della M. Price, and Margaret Offutt. 
1942—Mesdames Dollye Wilson, Mary L. Moorman, Eliza Elzy, 
Allie Anderson, Mary V. Parrish, Julia Hixon, and Elsie Chenault. 
1943—Mesdames Willie Beason, G. A. Watson, Mary L. Gaddie, 
Hannah Ballew, Belle Allen, and Maggie Jones. 


ASola LANs BOARD 
1941—Mesdames Mary E. Hampton, Eugenia P. Brown, Loetta Car- 
nell, Lillian Chenault, Ida B. Wood, and Neler Moore. 
1942—Mesdames Mary Haggard, Fannie R. Givens, Nora Smothers, 
S. J. Guy, Myrtle Green, and Annie Gibson. 
1943—Mesdames Katie Edwards, Hannah Miller, Mary E. Jobe, 
Birdie Milan, Mary E. Howe. Emma Edwards. 


MISSIONARIES 

Mesdames Lelia Russell and Hattie Locke. 

Local, state, home and foreign fields have, and are feeling our in- 
fluence in a tangible way. Thousands have been reached with the 
yearly topic card. Our City-Wide Training School of Religious Edu- 
cation still goes on, fostered under the leadership of the late Mrs. E. B. 
‘Withers. We gratefully acknowledge the help and interest of our 
brethren in our churches along all lines, and pray the Lord to bless 
them. 


Mrs. De.ua M. Price, President, 

Mrs. Eucenia P. Brown, Secretary, 

Mrs. Mary V. Parrisu, Corresponding Secretary, 
Mrs, ELEANOR STARKS, Chairman of Board. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S MISSIONARY DEPARTMENT 


The Young People’s Department of the Women’s State Missionary. 
Convention was officially organized July, 1941 at Boradway Baptist 
Church, Winchester, Kentucky. Formerly, this group had been 
known as the Young People’s Council, holding regular monthly meet- 
ings at Sunshine Center, Louisville, Kentucky, and sitting in the 
annual sessions with the Women’s Convention. Now that the de- 
partment has been organized, it is presided over by its own officers 
and has Executive Board meetings every third Thursday night at the 
Fellowship Center. Officers: President, Mrs. Ethel Sykes; Vice- 
President, Mrs. Lillian Herigan; Recording Secretary, Mrs. Christine 
Downs; Corresponding Secretary, Miss Alberta Abstain; Treasurer, 
Mrs. Virginia Carter; Organist, Mrs. L. S. Campbell; Assistant Organ- 
ist and Chorister, Mrs. Beatrice Mims; Historian, Mrs. M. A. Wilson; 
Instructor, Mrs. Belle Williams; District Representative, Mrs. L. S. 
Campbell; Chairman of Board, Miss Beatrice Bell; State Leader, Miss 
Eliza Elzy. 
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STATE B. Y. P. U. AND SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION 


The State B. Y. P. U. Convention was organized in Versailles, Ken- 
tucky by the late Dr. E. W. Isaac in 1901, under an Elm tree. First 
President, Rev. E. W. Reed; first Secretary, Dr. G. F. Watson; second 
President, Rev. C. C. Goins; second Secretary, Rev. J. B. Anderson; 
tard, President, Dr. W. J. M. 
Price; third Secretary, Miss Alice 
B. Dortch; fourth President, 
Dr. Wm. Johnson; fourth Secre- 
tary, Miss Hattie C. Harris; 
fifth President, Rev. W. M. Har- 
ris; sixth President, Dr. C. P. M. 
Bigbee, serving twenty consecu- 
tive years; seventh President, 
Professor T. J. Dorsey. These 
served before the consolidation. 
A piece of the Elm tree, through 
the kindness of Dr. J. Francis 
Wilson was made into a gavel 
and presented to Dr. C. P. M. 
Bigbee at Lebanon, Kentucky. 
The State Sunday School Con- 
vention was organized in Rich- 
mond in 1915 by the late Dr. J. 
Francis Wilson by order of the 
General Association. First Presi- Rey. C. P. M. BicBEE 
eater WwW. |. Mz Price: first Late President 
secretary, Mrs. Maria S Black- 
burn; second President, the Honorable Wm. H. Stewart; second Sec- 
retary, Miss Hattie C. Harris; third President, Rev. S. E. Hoard; 
fourth President, Professor T. J. Dorsey, who was the first President 
after the consolidation. Miss Hattie C. Harris, Secretary, has served 
the State B. Y. P. U. and Sunday School Convention for thirty-nine 
years. Dr. J. Francis Wilson served as State Organizer for thirty- 
three years and six months. He was also Sunday School Missionary. 
Rev. P. A. Carter, the second President, was elected at Maysville, 
Kentucky in 1933. Dr. G. F. Watson and Dr. W. M. Johnson are the 
only surviving charter members of the convention. First Sunday 
School Director, Dr. B. F. Reid; second, Dr. E. T. Offutt; first Organ- 
izer, Mr. J. P. Black; second, Dr. J. Francis Wilson; third Organizer, 
Mrs. Dollye Wilson; Mr. George Carter, Chorister; Mrs. Essie D. 
Mack, first Organist; second, Mr. Wm. Prather; third, Miss Addella 
Early; Treasurers, Mrs. Bertha Johnson, Mrs. Ophelia Adkins, Mrs. 
Marie B. Shields; first Historian, Dr. Wm. H. Ballew; second, Mrs. 
Queen V. Fox; third, Mrs. Annie Gibson. Officers for 1942-43; Presi- 
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LATE Rey, J. FRANciIs WILSON 
States Ul Oroanizer Miss Hattre Harris, Secretary 


dent, Rev. P. A. Carter; President at Large, Rev. H. T. Keeton; East- 
ern, Rev. W. S. Blanton; Southeastern, Brother R. O. Wyatt; Assistant, 
Rev. J. L. Gray; Central, Mrs. Mildred A. Green; Western, Miss 
Rosetta Phillips; Recording Secretary, Miss Hattie C. Harris; Assistant 
Secretary, Mrs. Hattie J. Ellis; Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. Dolye 
Wilson; Financial Secretary, Mr. Porter Hatcher; Organist, Miss Effie 
O. Wilson; Director of Music, Rev. Reggie Johnson; State Director, 
Religious Education, Rev. R. H. Faulkner; Sunday School Director, 
Rev. G. K. Offutt; Ministerial Director, Dr. G. F. Watson; Historian, 
Mrs. Q. E. Sullenger. Executive Board of 1942-43: Dr. G. F. Watson, 
Chairman; Dr. W. P. Offutt, Dr. Wm. Alexander, Rev. S. G. Redd, 


Rev. J. W. Moss, Rev. Wm. H. Holloway, Mr. B. H. Larke, Mrs. 
Susie Lee Curry. 
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STATE BAPTIST YOUTH CONFERENCE 


In 1937, the State B. Y. P. U. and Sunday School Convention met 
at First Baptist Church, Danville, Kentucky. President P. A. Carter 
recommended that we have a youth movement. In 1939, at the Main 
Street Baptist Church, Lexington, Kentucky, President R. B. Atwood 
of Kentucky State College invited us to hold our first Baptist State 
Youth Conference on the campus of Kentucky State College, Frank- 
fort, Kentucky. With the cooperation of all the Baptist leaders—B. H. 
Larke, Chairman of Program Committee, Rev. G. F. Watson, Chair- 
man of Executive Board, we had about four hundred young men and 
women. Personnel of our program for the past three years: Dr. 
Charles H. Hubert, Acting President of Morehouse College, Atlanta, 
Georgia; Professor A. F. Young, Danville, Kentucky; Miss Francis V. 
Adams, head of Group Work, Atlanta, Georgia; Rev. Samuel S. Reed, 
A. B. B. D.; Professor F. M. Wood, Supervisor of Baltimore Schools. 
Officers are: Mr. Charles Offutt, President; Miss Jessie Norman, Secre- 
tary; Miss Lillian E. Larke, Corresponding Secretary; Miss G. Robin- 
son, Treasurer; Miss Ruth Hodgens, Organist; Mr. Harry Fields, 
Chorister. 
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STATE BAPTIST MUSICAL CONVENTION 


The State Baptist Musical Convention was organized at the First 
Baptist Church, Lexington, Kentucky during the Golden Jubilee 
Session of the General Association, August 11, 1915 under Dr. C. H. 
Parrish. The cultivated ear is the only means of differentiation be- 
tween harmony that lowers and harmony that lifts, and as the Church 
of God should tolerate only the harmony that lifts, we should engage 
in that spirit of efficient work which will be productive of such dif- 
ferentiation and harmony shall have a free and untrammelled course 
in our praise and worship. There should be organized choirs, 
choruses, quartets, and glee clubs. The Convention should sponsor 
a Chair of Music in Simmons University. Officers of the convention 
are: President, Mrs. Mayme Morris; First Vice-President, Joseph 
Brady; Second Vice President, Mrs. Lo Etta Cornell; Secretary, Mrs. 
Gertrude Mahan; Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. Ines H. Watterson; 
Organizer, Rev. Caden Nutter; Chorister, Professor H. B. Britt; His- 
torian, Mrs. Lorraine B. Haynes; Organist, Miss Georgia Weathers; 
Assistant Organist, Mrs. Ida Martin, and Treasurer, Mrs. Luvenia 
Crittenden. 
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CENTRAL DISTRICT ASSOCIATION IN KENTUCKY 


See, 


OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE BOARD, CENTRAL DISTRICT 
ASSOCIATION. Left to right, front row: Revs. J. L. Roberts, 
John Willis, M. M. D. Perdue, C. H. Owens, E. M. Elmore. 
Back row: R. W. Glover, G. F. Watson, F. W. Browder, B. 
J. Miller, C. J. Cunningham. Absent: T. H. Mason and R. 
D. Merriweather. 


The Central District Association of Colored Baptists in Kentucky 
was organized in July, 1869 in the Clay Street Baptist Church, Shelby- 
ville, Kentucky, having about seventeen pastors and twenty churches. 
The following ministers were in the organization: Revs. Grigsby, 
Clark, A. Taylor, W. Taylor, A. Heath, Winbly, Hatter, P. Alexander, 
Mermytield, W. Johnson, E. P. Marrs, D. A. Gaddie, M. Allen, S. 
Mack, C. Murphey, Phillip O’Bannon, and J. Tevis. The following 
are some of the Moderators who served the organization: Revs. A. 
Heath, D. A. Gaddie, E. P. Marrs, C. C. Bates, J. H. Frank, C. H. 
Parrish, R. Reynolds, W. H. Craighead, E. T. Offutt, G. F. Watson, 
Wm. Brown, W. M. Johnson, W. B. Hall, J. M. Williams, and the 
present incumbent, Rev. Chas. Owens. There are several others, 
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all of whom seemed to have filled the position well. There are none 
now living who were in the organization, but it is clearly known that 
the Central District Association has been one of the leading districts 
of Kentucky, both in finance and numbers, 


Until recent years, Central District had a cooperative group which 
worked together for one common interest, in missions, education, and 
they specialized in the union of soul saving. We have lost many of 
our stalwart leaders of this district, yet we have a few that God has 
given to fill the breaks in the Baptist ranks, that can be trusted to lead 
from conquest to victory; so let us watch, fight, and pray, fight the 
good fight of Faith, looking up to Christ our Universal Champion. 


ELKHORN AND SANDY VALLEY 


The Elkhorn and Sandy Valley District Association was organized 
in February, 1915 in the Mount Olive Baptist Church, Jenkins, Ken- 
tucky. The founders of this Association 
were: Revs. Will Rome, Grave, and Smith. 
The moderators who served were: Revs. Will 
Rome, IT. M. Faulkner, J. H:’Green, M. J, 
Jackson, Johnson, R. A. Beal, and the pres- 
ent moderator, H. Y. Hinton. The secre- 
taries were as follows: Brothers Heed, Adam 
Click, Revs. Andrew Harris, Posey, Brothers 
Robert Java, ©. H; Burks, and Mrs. MaG: 
Price. Rev. R. A. Beal was elected moderator 
in 1926. It was under his successful leader- 
ship and during his outstanding adminis- 
tration that this district has prospered, 
flourished and reached its crowning peak H. Y. Hinton, 
of achievements. During his administra- Moderator 
tion, the district purchased a tract of land 
at Tram, Kentucky on which has been erected a nice dwelling house— 
the rental fee of which is divided among the four auxiliaries of the 
district. The Singing Convention and Ministers’ and Deacons’ Union 
were also organized during Rey. Beal’s term of office. Thus, we can 
readily see that during his sixteen years of successful rulership, our 
progress has been very remarkable indeed, which is very commend- 
able and will never be blotted out from the minds of this district. 
Rev. H. Y. Hinton, Jenkins, Kentucky was elected as successor to Rev. 
R. A. Beal in 1942 and the outlook of our district is very bright. 
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THE CONSOLIDATED BAPTIST EDUCATIONAL 
DISTRICT ASSOCIATION 


In the year of 1879, the Elkhorn and Mt. Zion District Associations, 
which covered approximately the same territory, consolidated and 
formed what is now known as the Consolidated Baptist Educational 
District Association of Kentucky. The first annual session of the 
Association was held with the First Baptist Church, Covington, Ky., 
in 1880, with Rev. E. W. Green, Moderator, Rev. J. W. Calimese, 
Recording Secretary, and Rev. L. D. Henderson, Corresponding Sec- 
retary. Rev. Calimese preached the first annual sermon, using as a 
text Judges 16:18. Forty-five churches, with a membership of 7,907, 
represented in the first session. The receipts for this association were 
$112.60. The Association has grown to the extent that it is now con- 
sidered one of the strongest district associations in Kentucky. Many 
of the outstanding pastors in Kentucky have labored in this associa- 
tion and assisted in developing jt to its present standing. The follow- 
ing brethren have served as Moderators: E. W. Green, J. Hummons, 
E. J. Anderson, J. Johnson, E. Evans, J. R. Dancer, J. W. Hawkins, 
G. M. Moore, H. B. Webster, C. P. M. Bigbee, C. Smothers, W. J. M. 
Price, J. Fisher, R. Jackson, H. Nutter, J. W. Million, E. O. Givens, 
W. H. Ballew, W. D. Mason, and the present incumbent, G. K. 
Offutt. The following have served as Recording Secretaries: J. W. 
Calimese, J. F. Thomas, J. L. Dudley, W. W. Banks, W. C. Allen, 
R. B. Butler, and H. E. Nutter. Dr. R. B. Butler served as Recording 
Secretary for 40 years, and Dr. E. T. Offutt as Treasurer for 20 years. 
The following officers now serve the association: Moderator, G. K. 
Offutt; Assistant Moderator, Wm. Alexander; Recording Secretary, 
H. E. Nutter; Correspondnig Secretary, L. V. Jenkins; Treasurer, J. 
W. Gibson; Chairman Executive Board, E. O. Givens, and, H. Nutter, 
Moderator of the Ministers and Messengers Meeting. The Associa- 
tion has a present enrollment of approximately 30 churches, with a 
membership of 10,000, with church property valued at more than 
$800,000.00. 
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HARLAN COUNTY PROGRESSIVE ASSOCIATION 


Rev. J. B. Scorr, Moderator 


The Harlan County Progressive District Association has made ten 
years of history, during which time it has solved many problems, and 
overcome many seemingly impossible obstacles. But God has en- 
abled us to overcome them and to carry on His work. 

It is with relief that we can look around today and see a new order 
that Harlan County has never before known. During the ten years of 
life, we have had four moderators, one treasurer and two secretaries. 
All of them have worked side by side for the things we now have. 
Having a thing and enjoying it binds us to the sufferings and sacri- 
fices of those who obtained it for us. 

We have continued to forge slowly, but surely ahead. It is our 
hope to plan and work, that the time will come when not one stone 
will be left unturned in our district. 


Mr. OruHar L. JONEs 
Recording Secretary 
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HAZARD DISTRICT ASSOCIATION 


Right—Rev. P. K. Finley, Mod- 
erator, Hazard Baptist District 
Association for past twelve 
years, except two. A _ sound 
counsellor and good leader. 

Left below — Deacon J. S. 
Guice, Secretary, Hazard Bap- 
tist District Association five 
years. Has not missed a meet- 
ing. District pioneer. 

Right below—Deacon William 
Cochrum, Treasurer, Hazard 
Baptist District Association eigh- 
fee years; faithful “district 
pioneer. 

Mrs. Viola Cochrum, Presi- 
dent, Light of the Valley Bap- 
tist Church Missionary Society, 
District Missionary, Women’s 
District Convention _ tireless 
worker for twenty years. 
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LONDON DISTRICT ASSOCIATION 
By Rey. J. N BurnsipE 

The London District Association was organized at Manchester, 
Clay County, Kentucky, September 12, 1887, by Revs. H. Patterson, 
A. B. McKee, G. W. Fish, F. L. Hamilton, Brothers Will McRudy and 
T. M. Griffin. Tradition says that this district came out of the South 
District which reached as far as Somerset. 

Rev. H. Patterson was first Moderator. In 1888 the London Dis- 
trict Sunday School Convention was organized at London, Kentucky. 

A few years after the organization ot the Sunday School Conven- 
tion the idea of a district college was conceived. From this con- 
ception London College was born. This school having for its first 
president the late Rev. T. M. Faulkner, operated for nine years, with 
Sisters Emma Bell and Susan Baker as teachers. In its day of opera- 
tion London College instructed the youth and held Institutes for 
tue ministers and other religious workers in the District. 

In its crganization the London District comprised only four churches 
namely, Jellico, Williamsburg, London and Manchester. It now has 
twenty-two churches and an estimated membership of 3,000. Our 
Sunday School and Missionary Conventions not only serve locally 
but make themselves an asset to State work. 

The Association owns eleven acres of beautiful land, the site of old 
London College, which is the result of the labours of our fathers who 


now sleep. 


WEST KENTUCKY GREEN VALLEY 


The West Kentucky Green 
Valley Baptist District Associa- 
tion was organized at the Green 
Valley Baptist Church, Clinton, 
Ky., in the month of October. 
1898, with a succession of mod- 
erators from Rev. O. Durret to 
Rev. O. O. Reynolds. 

The Women’s Educational 
Convention, Sunday School con- 
VeEnLiOntaie 1oeke 1. sand, other 
auxiliaries followed in close 
proximity. 


Respectfully submitted, 


REv. O. O. REYNOLDs, 
Moderator. 


Bro. G. W. CorreETHERS, 
Recording Secretary. Rey. O, O. REYNOLDs 
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MT. PLEASANT 


The Mt. Pleasant District Missionary Educational Association was 
organized June 30, 1876 at Kirksville, Madison County, Ky. The fol- 
lowing churches were in the organization: First Church, Richmond; 
Otter Creek; New Liberty; Mt. 
Pleasant; Goodloe Chapel; Paint 
Lick; Independent, Lexington, 
Ky.; Irvine Church, Irvine, Ky. 
The following officers were 
elected: Rev. Madison Camp- 
bell, Moderator; Rev. G. B. 
Miller, Secretary, and Deacon 
Henry Fowler, Treasurer. Money 
raised, $18.50. 

In 1884 Rev. T. H. Broaddus 
was elected Assistant Moderator 
and served until the death of 
Rev. Campbell, who passed in 
1898. Rev. Broaddus was then 
elected Moderator; Rev. I. Mill- 
er, Assistant Moderator. Rev. 
G. B. Miller served until 1885. 
Rev. G. B. Miller was elected 
eevee ine Ll Rev... W.. D. 
Thompson was elected Assistant 
Moderator. 


Rev. T. H. Broaddus, the 
Moderator, passed away in 1921. Rev. W. D. Thompson was elected 
Moderator. Rev. H. C. Baker was elected Assistant and served until 
his death in 1930. Rev. J. W. Broaddus was elected the Assistant 
Moderator and served until he left the district in 1933. Rev. P. P. 
Baughman was elected Assistant and still serves in that capacity. In 
1923 Mr. E. W. Mason was elected Secretary; Bro. James Ballard was 
Corresponding Secretary from 1880 to 1885; Dr. C. H. Blythe served 
in this office until 1888. Rev. W. D. Thompson served one year; 
Rev. Reed was reelected and served until] 1906. Rev. J. Francis Wil- 
son was elected to this office and served one year. Rev. S. M. Watts 
was elected and served until his death in 1930. Deacon R. H. Haynes 
was elected. 

The following persons served as treasurers: Bro. Henry Fowler, 
Deacon Ed. Francis, Deacon Jerry Turner and Deacon Jas. Walker. 

In 1941 Rev. T. A. Bennett was elected moderator, who still serves 
in this office. Rev. P. P. Baugham, Assistant; Deacon E. W. Mason, 
Secretary; Deacon R. H. Haynes, Corresponding Secretary, and 
Deacon J. S. Walker, Treasurer. 


T. A. BENNETT, Moderator 
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Dracon JAMES S. WALKER 
Treasurer 


Deacon R. H. HAyYNeEs 
Corresponding Secretary 


Rev. P. P. BAUGHMAN 
Assistant Moderator 


DEacon Epwarp D. Mason 
Recording Secretary 


DIAMOND JUBILEE wy 


LIBERTY 


The Liberty Association was organized August 21, 1868 at Horse 
Cave, Ky., with Rev. Peter Murrell its first moderator which office 
he filled with distinction until 1903 with the exception of the interim 
1892 (Oak Grove) and 1893 (Caney Fork) when Rev. Ben Rogers 
served in that capacity. The first moderator, Rev. Murrell, was a 
noted and sterling character, though born a slave. He professed a 
saving faith at an early age and united with the white Baptist Church, 
Glasgow, Ky. He was ordained by that church April, 1847. Rev. 
N. G. Terry, white, assisted Rev. Murrell in organizing in 1867 with 
69 members what is now the First Baptist Church, Glasgow, Ky. 
Familiarly known as the “Mother church” of Liberty Association. 
Many churches of the present Zion District Association were orig- 
inally a part of The Liberty Association until August, 1875 when The 
Zion District withdrew at Mt. Union. 


Early in the history of Liberty she established a school for secular 
and religious education, chartered as The Glasgow Normal and 
Theological Institute. Many persons of repute, character, and worth 
attended or finished courses at this institution. Viz: The late Mr. 
F. M. Wood, educator of Baltimore, Md., and the late Prof. Howard 
Murrell, successful financier, Cleveland, Ohio. 


Pioneer ministers of the district were: Revs. Ben Rogers, Tolbert 
Rogers, Jimmie Lewis, Elzie Lewis, G. W. Samples, C. C. Davidson, 
Luther Shobe, Jno. Garnett, Bob Lewis, Will Page, George Camp, 
etc., all of whom were spiritual giants with a zeal of God evidenced 
in their organizations, their will to work and willingness to serve. 


The following comprise the present churches of Liberty Associa- 
tion: Greenville, Caney Fork, First Baptist, Glasgow, Little Blue 
Spring, Old Blue Spring, Loving Spring, Rocky Hill, Pleasant Oak 
Ridge, Oak Grove, Harlows Chapel, Queen’s Chapel, Park City, 
Pleasant Union, Statenfield, Waterview, Burkesville, Liberty, Ran- 
dolph, First Baptist, Horse Cave, Bearwallow, Woodsonville, Mun- 
fordville, Summer Shade, Fountain Run, Mt. Union, Mt. Pleasant, 
Mt. Olla, Poplar Grove, Icy Sink, Cave City. Membership in 1941, 
2,490; value of church property, $43,700. 


Ordained ministers: Revs. T. B. Fant, C. W. Bransford, R. B. Lewis, 
Ji Barlow, H. C. Mitchell, G. H. Green, L. L. Starks, T. P. Rich- 
ardson, R. F. Martin, J. R. Scrivener, G. W. Thornton, G. H. Murrell, 
W. M. Bradley, S. L. Dotson, J. C. Ford, W. H. Duvall, A. Scott, and 
Alonzo Webb, present moderator now serving his eighth consecutive 
year. 

Licentiates: Revs. J. B. Daugherty, H. H. Wood, G. H. Mansfield, 
Levy Holder, J. B. Engraham, W. T. Lewis, Tom Shirley, Jewel 
Matthews, Williard Burton, Dieinby Preston. 
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Ex-Moderators: Rev. Peter Murrell, Ben Rogers, Y. W. Starks, G. R. 
Ford, T. B. Fant, J. T. Barlow, and C. W. Bransford. 


61 years ago the district organized a Sunday school convention, 
The Women’s Auxiliary was organized in 1923, The Ministers and 
Deacons are organized; also B. Y. P. U., The Youths’ Conference was 
organized in 1941. 

Pror, R. P. Lewis, Historian, 


Pror. G. V. Curry, Secretary, 
Rev. ALONzo WEBs, Moderator. 


WOMEN’S MISSIONARY AUXILIARY 
South District 


All great achievements have come to pass through prayerful thought 
and deliberation. Mary, observing the deportment of her Son—Jesus, 
“Pondered—in her heart, knowing in a_sub- 
conscious way that great things would come 
to pass through Him.” 


Some years ago Mrs. Margaret B. White felt 
that a Women’s Missionary Auxiliary was 
needed in the South District and that much 
good could be done through such an organi- 
zation. She no doubt gave this project much 
prayerful thought and finally let the Execu- 
tive Board of the South District Association 
know what was resting on her heart and mind. 


Gaining their permission she saw her dream 
come true on September 17, 1935 when the 
women of the South District were called to 
meet in the First Baptist Church, Stanford, 
Ky., with pastor R. H. Faulkner's good people. 


Mrs. MARGARET 
B. WHITE 


The object of this organization is as set forth in the constitution: 
“To stimulate a greater interest in missions and educational work, to 
strengthen missionary societies throughout the district, and to har- 
monize Christian fellowship with that of the Parent Body,” The South 
District Association. 


The present officers are: President, Mrs. M. B. White; Vice Presi- 
dent, Mrs. Mollie Richardson; Recording Secretary, Mrs. N. B. Buck- 
ner; Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. Odessa Burdette, and Treasurer, 
Mrs. Sallie Ball. 
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SOUTH DISTRICT ASSOCIATION 


The South District Colored Baptist Association, in Kentucky, was 
organized in Harrodsburg, Ky., in April, 1869; by Revs. C. Clark, 
Isaac Slaughter, Jones Owsley, A. Barry, and others whose names we 
have not at hand. Rey. C. Clark was first moderator; and Rev. A. 
Barry preached the first annual sermon, and wrote the first circular 
letter. 


This association has met regularly since its organization, without 
missing a session. Its leaders have been some of the leading minis- 
ters of the denomination, in both state and nation, in the affairs of 
the denomination; viz: Revs. Isaac Slaughter, R. H. C. Mitchell, S. E. 
Smith, J. E. Wood, G. M. Moore, J. N. Smothers, G. S. Goodloe, G. W. 
Bowlding, A. L Caulder, and others too numerous to mention, all 
of whom have passed to the great beyond. The present leaders are 
young men, with a new school of thought, but with the same faith 
and ambition, holding up and standing firm for the doctrine of Christ 
and the faith of the fathers; among them the Moderator S. G. Redd, 
Revs. P. A. Carter, A. C. Goodloe, R. L. Childs, F. W. Childs, A. R. 


Lasley, Wm. H. Mills, and many others too numerous to name here. 


FIRST DISTRICT ASSOCIATION 


The First District Association was organized in 1867 at Paducah, 
Kentucky, in the Washington Street Baptist Church, by the late Dr. 
George Dupee. He served as moderator twenty-eight years, which 
closed a remarkable service. Dr. Dupee was followed by Revs. J. W. 
Hawkins, R. P. Whiteside, B. J. Garrett, O. Durrett, C. T. Vaughn, E. 
F. Williams and William Foster. The late Rev. Leavell served from 
1917 to near the close of 1931 He was followed by the present mod- 
erator, Rev. J. R. Hunt, who closed his tenth year in the autumn of 
1942 which marked ten years of successful leadership. This Associa- 
tion reaches from Mayfield on the west, to Henderson on its northern 
boundary, northeast to Greenville and Allensville, Ky., southeast to 
Guthrie, Ky., in its southern boundary. 


We have seventy-five churches and a membership of about 20,000. 
This association is one of the three bodies that support the Baptist 
School of Religious training at Hopkinsville, Kentucky, and is the 
third largest supporter of the General Association’s program of Bap- 
tists in Kentucky. 

Rey. J. R. Hunt, Moderator. 
Rev. E. PuLLEN, Secretary. 
Rev. H. B. Tay.Lor, Treasurer. 
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UNION 


Sixty Messengers from twenty-one Missionary Baptist Churches 
met in Glasgow, Kentucky, for the purpose of organizing a new dis- 
trict in the year 1884. 


The meeting was presided over by Chairman Eugene Evans. After 
brief remarks by chairman the messengers went into permanent or- 
ganization electing the following officers: Moderator, T. H. Mack; 
Assistant Moderators, John Fisher, John Perdue; Secretary, Eugene 
Evans; Treasurer, Crittenden Morehead. Members of Executive 
Board, A. Wilson, W. P. Bright, M. B. Shobe, John Fisher, John Perdue, 
J. H. Jones, O. G. Murrell. 


The Association adopted as its objectives, to maintain the purity of 
the faith; to promote fellowship among the churches; to support Chris- 
tian Missions and Christian Education. 


After a two-day session with the Hopewell Baptist Church the 
meeting adjourned with prayer that God would bless them in their 
new Association. 


The Association today is composed of 35 churches, having a com- 
bined membership of 4,118 members; and property valued at $142.,- 
000.00. 


The officers are: Moderator, Reggie H. Johnson; Assistant Moderator, 
Austin Bell; Secretary, E. W. Hampton; Assistant Secretary, B. H. 
Mills; Treasurer, G. B. Larue; Missionary, J. H. Dawson; Members of 
Executive Board, Chairman, R. H. Faulkner, L. D. Britt, R. L. West, 
B. H. Mills, J. W. Jones, W. R. Hutcherson, J. H. Taylor. 


One day of the association is given to the Women’s Auxiliary to hold 
their annual meeting. 


Their officers: President, Mrs. N. J. Temple; Vice President, Mrs. 
J. B. Bratton; Secretary, Mrs. Laura Dawson; Assistant Secretary, Mrs. 
Austin Bell; Treasurer, Birdie Graham; Organist, Mrs. B. D. Johnson; 
Circle Leaders—No. 1, Mrs. Pearl Toddy; No. 3, Mrs. Luvenia Smith; 
No. 4, Mrs. Marvin Body; No. 5, Mrs. Whittaker. 


The laymen movement of this district is under the leadership of 
President J. E. Kuykendall. One afternoon of the annual meeting is 
given to the laymen program. 


Many records of the Association being lost we make mention of a 
few Ex-moderators: namely, J. H. Perdue, H. C. Carpenter, W. L. 
Laurance, L. D. Britt, and J. B. Bratton, who holds the distinction of 
serving 14 years. | 
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ZION 


The Zion District Association was organized by a group of churches 
which had withdrawn from Liberty Association and met in Mumford- 
ville, Kentucky in August, 1876, 
to adopt the name “Zion Asso- 
ciation, with W. T. White, Mod- 
erator. and J. J. Brown—now the 
only living charter members. 
Moderators who have served 
aterslwevs. VW: 'l.. White; .J.-N. 
Neal, G. R. Gaddie, D. A. Rice, 
Raepuckner, J; J. Brown, L, ‘T. 
Buckler eB: Iasley,R.. Las- 
ley, and C. C. Willis; Vice Mod- 
erators: Revs. D. A. Rice, A. H. 
Wilson, 1. B.- Lasley, H. L. 
Graves; Recording Secretaries: 
J. J. Brown, J. A. Banks, Sam 
Bue mer oP. HH. Jackman, J. E. 
Burbridge, J. H. Gaddie, H. L. CG Wins 
Graves; Corresponding Secre- Moderator 
taries) A..F. Robinson, EK. L: 

Curry, O. L. Graves; Treasurers: J. T. Carter, Sam Carter, Martin 
Cheatham. 


During the administrations of Revs. L. T. Buckler, T. B. Lasley, and 
R. Lasley, the greatest missionary and evangelistic endeavor in the 
history of the Association was launched. Rev. W. M. Reed, Mis- 
sionary for sixteen years, reported fifteen hundred converts. He was 
paid a salary of five hundred dollars annually. During the period be- 
tween 1936-39, there was a great falling off from spiritual endeavors 
and mission work declined to a low ebb. In 1939, a new day was 
ushered in. Rev. C. C. Willis, B.Th., Simmons University, was elected 
Moderator. He formed a plan to revive the mission work and to in- 
spire young ministers to attend our Theological Seminary and help 
repair churches. This plan was adopted by the Association. 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF ZION DISTRICT S. S. CONVENTION 


This is to certify that the Executive Board of Zion District Associa- 
tion met in Jacob Grove Baptist Church, Summersville, Ky., on Satur- 
day before the third Sunday in March, 1889. 


At this time and place Prof. G. H. Hazel, of Greensburg, Ky., made 
a motion that we organize in the bounds of Zion Association District 
a Sunday School Convention and said motion was seconded by the 
writer of this report. 

A motion prevailed that the body meet with Pleasant Valley Baptist 
Church, Hammondsville, Hart County, Ky., on Friday before the 
first Sunday in October, 1889, and go into a permanent organization. 


At the time appointed, a goodly number from Green, Taylor, and 
Hart Counties met in Pleasant Valley Church and organized the Green 
River Baptist Sunday School Convention, with the following officers: 
Rev. G. R. Gaddie, President; Rev. R. Buckner, vice-president; Rev. 
A. M. Hampton, recording secretary, and Bro. Henry Chelf, treasurer. 


This Convention has been kept alive since that day by the thought- 
ful supervision of the many officers that have presided over it. As 
well as I can remember, I will give the names of officers. They have 
been as follows: 


PRESIDENTS-—Rev. G. R. Gaddie, Saloma, Ky.; Bro. A. F. Robin- 
son, Greensburg, Ky.; Prof. M. S. Vaughn, Greensburg, Ky.; Rev. J. 
H. Gaddie, Saloma, Ky.; Rev. H. L. Graves, Saloma, Ky.; Prof. S. F. 
Buckner, Summersville, Ky.; Bro. J. W. Williams, White Wood, Ky.; 
Rev. W. E. Durham, Saloma, Ky., and Bro. J. S. Todd, Columbia, Ky. 


VICE PRESIDENTS—Rev. R. Buckner, Miss Martha Barbee, Mrs. 
Ellene Ward, Mrs. Fannie B. Gaddie, Miss Eldora Lucas, Mrs. Cora 
Wade, and Mrs. Sallie B. Graves. 


RECORDING SECRETARIES—Rev. A. H. Hampton, Rev. J. J. 
_ Brown, Miss Nannie Robinson, Miss Sallie Barbee, Rev. T. A. Smith, 
Mrs. Carrie Buckner, Miss Obelia Taylor, Mrs. Cora Wade, Prof. S. 
F. Buckner, Mrs. Josie Harding, Rev. H. L. Graves, Miss Alice Lasley, 
Mrs. Fannie B. Gaddie, Prof. Luther Jones and Prof. K. I. Bomar. 


CORRESPONDING SECRETARIES—A. F. Robinson, Ellene 
Ward, Ruth I. Williams, Fannie B. Gaddie, Annie Elliott, R. M. Ed- 
wards, Fannie J. Miller, Rev. C. C. Willis, Frances Barbour, and 
Willie White. 

TREASURERS—Henry Chelt, W. H. Taylor, T.. By -Wasley =i aia 
Graves, W. H. Taylor, and G. G. Scott. 
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CONSOLIDATED SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION 


EXECUTIVE BOARD 


The Consolidated Baptist Educational Sunday School Convention 
was organized in 1882 by Rev. Elisha Green, in Paris, Kentucky who 
was first president. Some of the outstanding characters who inspired 
us to continue in the faith were the late Revs. John Vineger, Elisha 
Green, J. K. Polk, R. B. Butler, Robert Mitchell, E. T. Offutt. Revs. 
Harrison Nutter and W. M. Alexander remain to give inspiration to 
the youth. The first four mentioned served as presidents. There are 
thirty-two schools in this district, 90 per cent use literature from our 
Publishing Boards. 350 trained teachers with certificates and an en- 
rollment of 2,976. In 1909 Mrs. Martha Williams Walker was elected 
president and has served 34 years. Other present officers are: Stella 
Barnes, Gracie Warner, B. J. Lewis, M. L. Brooks, Etta Blanton, 
Nazaire Clark, Laure Stepp, Ethel Jones. Executive Board: Mesdames 
L. B. Fouse, Lula Robinson, M. E. Smalley, K. M. Howard, Revs. W. 
O. Mason, Harrison Nutter, E. H. Allen; Program Committee: Revs. 
Homer E. Nutter, E. O. Givens, G. K. Offutt, H. T. Keeton, and L. V. 
Jenkins; Institute Instructors: Revs. S. W. Fletcher, and G. K. Offutt. 
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Miss GrActiE WARNER Mrs. M. L. Brooks, Treasurer 


BAPTIST WOMEN’S MISSIONARY CONVENTION 
Hazard District 


The Baptist Women’s Mis- 
sionary Convention of Hazard 
District was organized by Mrs. 
Lela Russell in September, 1930 
at which time she was elected 
President. Under her leadership, 
we have purchased property, 
and for four years we have 
given a scholarship to one boy 
and girl at Kentucky State Col- 
lege. We are now sponsoring 
annually, a District Training 
School, local classes in the dis- 
trict, and are supporting our na- 
tional and state work. Mrs. Rus- 
sell has been instrumental’ in 
bringing many individuals to 
Christ and has helped the wom- 
en of our district to become 
more interested in Kingdom 
work. Our President is also in- 
terested in tre young people of 
our district—training them to Mus 
take an active part in local and ; 
state work. 


LELA RUSSELL 
President 
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CENTRAL DISTRICT SUNDAY SCHOOL 


The Central District Sunday School Convention was organized in 
Shelbyville, Kentucky in 1870 with the Central District Association. 
Separating from the parent body twice, and after the second separa- 
tion the convention was organized as an independent body. It is com- 
posed of 12 counties, namely: Jefferson, Henry, Shelby, Owen, Old- 
ham, Nelson, Bullitt, Spencer, Carroll, Gallatin, Trimble, and Grant. 

The first meeting place after the convention was organized as an 
independent body was Taylorsville, Kentucky, with the late Dr. 
Richard Reynolds as president, and the late Mrs. Ella Parker, First 
Vice President. The following officers have served the convention: 
Presidents, Revs. R. Reynolds, E. P. Marrs, G. W. Ward, W. P. Offutt, 
Sr. rrotessors F. C. Hawkins, W. C. Jordan, Robt. Brown, C. F. 
Sueeaeene ti. Payne, Brothers J. W. Skiller, Isaac Leadford, T. J. 
Dorsey, and B. H. Larke. Vice Presidents: Sisters Ann Hobbs, 
Georgia McCommer, Julia Riddle, Harriet Gibson, Maggie Conner, 
Kate C. Ware, Clara Brown, Gertrude Howard, Brothers B. C. Nor- 
rell, J. W. Robinson, Isaac Leadford and Ben Miller. Secretaries: 
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Bros. W. C. Jordan, J. W. Ramsey, Geo. F. Robinson, W. H. Snowden, 
Sisters Bell Bennett, Alice Dortch, Alberta Barry, Essie D. Mack, and 
Lillian P. Irving. 

Corresponding Secretaries: Sisters Lillian P. Irving and Eugenia 
P. Brown. Financial Secretary: Mrs. Virginia Edwards. Treasurers: 
Professor E. J. Jackson, Sisters Lula Jackson, Nina Robinson, Annie 
Minor, Lizzie Dyer, Julia Riddle, and Mary Hampton. Historians: 
Sisters Kate Guthrie, Eugenia P. Brown, Lillian Pope Irving, and 
Mayme Morris. Organists: Sisters Hattie Brannon, Etta Baker, Essie 
D. Mack, Goldie H. Hyatt, Mayme Morris, Effie Wilson, Thelma 
Whitlock, and Mildred Dorsey. Choristers: E. J. Jackson, John 
White, Julia Riddle, Mayme Morris, and Effie Wilson. Missionaries: 
Revs. B. J. Hines, J. Francis Wilson, W. F. Fisher, Chas. O'Bannon 
and Mrs. J. Francis Wilson. Auditors: Chas. O'Bannon, Sisters 
Eugenia Brown, Mayme Morris, Katherine Neal, Nellie Hobbs, Eliza 
Embry, Margaret. Offutt, Mary Larke, Lillian Larke, and Dorothy 
McTee. Supervisors: Mabel Brown, Katherine Carroll, Viginia Mc- 
Gill Carter, and Dorothy Brown. Directors of Departments: Sunday 
School, H. L. Anderson; B. Y. P .U., Porter Hatcher; Music, Mrs. Goldie 
H. Hyatt; Ministerial, Rev. G. F. Watson; Youth Conference, Rev. W. 
P. Offutt, Jr., President, and Miss Gladys McClain, Vice President. 
District Organizer, Mrs. Inez Watterson. 

The following have served as chairmen of the Executive Board: 
Prof. E. J. Jackson, Revs. G. F. Watson, W. H. Craighead, C. H. Wool- 
fork, T. J. Lewis, Wm. Johnson, and E. W. Jones. Rev. J. H. Roberts 
is now serving as chairman of the Executive Board. The Central Dis- 
trict Sunday school and B. Y. P. U. Convention is now composed of 
more than 82 Sunday Schools and B. Y. P. U.’s which are led by 
scores of well-trained officers and teachers. 


B. H. Larke, President, 
Mrs. Mayme Morais, Historian. 
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BAPTIST WOMEN’S AUXILIARY 
Of Central District 


Greetings: 


For more than twenty-eight years, the Baptist Women of Central 
District have been moving up the King’s Highway under the leader- 
ship of a few faithful women. The late sister Vienna Parker Parrish 
led these Christian women for twenty-five years successfully. They 
did much in raising funds to pay for the ground for the Aged Minis- 
ters’ Home. 


Many other outstanding pieces of work were done in those twenty- 
five years that stand out as a great monument for Baptist women. 


This special phase of work is yet in progress under the leadership 
of Mrs. Margaret G. Offutt, and a few of the same old workers and a 
great host of new workers, carrying on with a much greater degree 
of love for humanity. 


The Young People’s Department in the last three years has been 
able to put over the most constructive piece of work that has ever 
been done in Central District work. 


Yours, 
AWG. ORI DE 
Mrs, Marcaret G. Orrutt, President 
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BAPTIST WOMEN’S MISSIONARY CONVENTION 


London District 


The London District Baptist Women’s Missionary Convention was 
organized in September, 1915 at the First Baptist Church, Barbour- 
ville, Kentucky. Mrs. Rosa Nesbit was the first President. At the 
time of its organization, there were only a few present, and even for 
a while there were only a few faithful. Gradually the membership 
increased and now the Convention boasts of having members repre- 
senting practically every Baptist Church in the London District. This 
convention has several pioneers and faithful members who have 
served for many years—some until God called them home. Among 
these are: Mrs. Willie Wyatt, who served as President for nineteen 
years, 1923-42; Mrs. Rachel Smith, who served as Vice President for 
sixteen years, 1926-42—the year of her death. Mrs. Smith is greatly 
missed throughout the London District; Mrs. Carrie J. Hurst, Institute 
Instructor, who served fourteen years, 1928-42. Mrs. Hurst is well 
prepared and a very efficient instructor; Mrs. Julia B. Hixon served 
as Corresponding and Recording Secretaries and has served the dis- 
trict for fourteen years—1929 to the present time. Mrs. Hixon is a 
very conscientious as well as efficient Missionary worker and is known 
throughout the state as a result of her work in the State Convention 
as well as in the District; Mrs. S. E. Walker, Treasurer, is a charter 
member of the London District Association with which the Women’s 
Convention is affiliated. Mrs. Walker is one of the oldest members 
of the London District—a true pioneer, a land owner and citizen of 
Barbourville, Kentucky and a member of the Baptist Church of that 
city. Mrs. Walker is our present treasurer, having served sixteen 
years. 


The Convention is, at the present time, under the leadership of 
Mrs. Nancy Welch, who was elected as President in 1942 upon the 
resignation of Mrs. Willie Wyatt. For a few years after its organiza- 
tion, the Convention was affiliated with the London District Associa- 
tion and met one day before the regular session of that body. Later, 
it pulled out and met independently, but decided to renew the 
affiliation with the Association in 1941, and now it holds regular 
sessions on Thursday before the fourth Sunday in September—one 
day before the regular session of the Association. 
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BAPTIST WOMEN’S MISSIONARY INSTITUTE 
Green River Valley District 


Baptist Women’s Missionary Institute—Inset: Mrs. Ella H. Jackson 


Executive Board—Green River Valley: 


Front Row: Miss Nannie Mae Locke, First President; Mrs. Katie 
Edwards, President; inset, the late Mrs. Ella Hawes Jackson. 


Second Row: Left to right, Mrs. Myrtle Green, Chairman of Board; 
Mrs. Nannie Hite, Treasurer; Mrs. Georgia O. Jackson, Vice President; 
Mrs. Camp Proctor; Mrs. Queen Ella Sullenger, Secretary; Mrs. 
Penelope Fisher, pianist. Third Row: Mrs. Callie C. Barker, Bible 
Instructor and chairman of Program Committee; Mrs. Avie E. Colvar; 
Mrs. Beulah Crump; Mrs. Mattie Hunter; Mrs. Teevie Wallace; Rev. 
W. F. Fisher, Moderator of Green River Valley District Association. 
Members absent are Mrs. Alethia Whitlock, Mrs. Martha Campbell, 
Mrs. Rosa Lee Green, Mrs. Malinda J. Tinsley, Mrs. Eula Chatman, 
Mrs. Charlotta Reed, and Mrs. Artie Rhodes. 


Seeing the need for organized Christian workers, throughout the 
state, our State Baptist Women’s Missionary Board recommended to 
the Convention that West Kentucky women be so organized—which 
recommendation the Convention very readily adopted, appointing 
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Miss Nannie Mae Locke, State Missionary for that purpose. On 
March 5, 1914, in the Fourth Street Baptist Church, under the pas- 
torate of the Rev. W. H. Williams at Owensboro, Kentucky, Miss 
Locke called together the women of the district and organized the 
Green River Valley District Missionary Institute with the following 
persons duly installed: Miss Nannie Mae Locke, Owensboro, Ky.., 
President; Mrs. Martine Hayden, Cleaton, Ky., Vice-President; Mrs. 
Charlie B. Dickerson, Drakesboro, Ky., Secretary; Miss Mamie Long, 
Owensboro, Ky., Assistant Secretary; and Miss Mabel Wickliff, South 
Carrollton, Ky., Treasurer. Other State workers present were Mrs. 
Mary V. Parrish, Corresponding Secretary of the State Women’s Con- 
vention, whose address on “Home, Church and School in Child De- 
velopment” was recorded as very instructive and appreciated. The 
late Rev. P. H. Kennedy, State Missionary of Brotherhood, spoke at 
length upon the wisdom and results of such an organization among 
the sisters. Mrs. Callie C. Barker, Owensboro, spoke on “How We 
May Arouse the Women of Our District,” with the Reverends W. H. 
Williams and A. R. France, Drakesboro, giving words of encourage- 
ment as a final climax. Since the organization, records show that 
there have been only two other Presidents—the late Mrs. Ella Hawes 
Jackson, who succeeded Miss Locke, when Southern states acclaimed 
her as field worker, and Mrs. Katie Berkley Edwards, present Presi- 
dent, succeeding Mrs. Jackson who was called home to rest in De- 
cember, 1937. There were two secretaries, Mrs. Anna Stumm and Mrs. 
Queen Ella Sullenger, present secretary, who has served since 
June, 1934. Mrs. Nannie Hite, Treasurer, has served under all presi- 
dents and is still actively serving in that capacity. 


Mrs. Katie B. Epwarps, President, 

Mrs. QuEEN ELLA SULLENGER, Secretary, 
Mrs. MyrtLe Green, Chairman of Board, 
Mrs, NANNiE Hire, Treasurer. 
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WOMEN’S EDUCATIONAL AND MISSIONARY CONVENTION 
First District 


During the session of the First District Association in 1893, it be- 
came necessary for the Association to band the women together as 
a unit in order to do more effective work for our Hopkinsville Baptist 


College. 


Knowing the objectives of the college; To train children in the 
way they should go, prepare young men and women for business life, 
teachers and preachers for better and more effective service in their 
calling, the women stood ready and willing to take up the task for 
which they were so anxious to perform. 


The promoters of this movement were Revs. William Foster, who 
now lives; C. D. Diggs and O. Durrett (deceased). This organiza- 
tion, known as the Women’s Educational Convention of the First 
District, held its first session in Earlington, Kentucky December, 1893 
and Mrs. Susie Dabney of Princeton, Kentucky was chosen President. 
The pioneer women of the district made great progress under the 
leadership of Presidnets Dabney and Arletta Manuel, and our college 
was rated second to none in the state due to the loyal support of 
Sisters Cinderella Newson, Anna B. Boyd, Henrietta Roach, Fanny 
E. Lander, Laura J. Vaughn, Lucinda Malone, Alice Holland, Emma 
Turner, Linnie Cayce, and many others that space will not permit me 
to mention. 


Mrs. Eddie Metcalfe was next chosen President and it was during 
her administration that the Missionary Societies represented in such 
large numbers that the Convention took the name of the Women’s 
Educational and Missionary Convention of the First District. 


Rosa Hopson, President. 
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PROGRESSIVE WOMEN’S CONVENTION 


Harlan County 


The Women’s District Convention of the Harlan County Progressive 
Association was organized in 1933. This convention has worked side 


by side with the Association in 
putting over its program for the 
Master. 

When we think of the hard- 
ships which the convention 
has undergone, we can _ say 
it has done a good job. We 
have contributed to both state 
and mission work and have had 
the body represented nationally. 
The Women’s Convention has 
not made any change in its of- 
ficial staff during its ten years 
of history. 

With strong and competent, 
clear thinking women at our 
head behind whom our whole 
active membership can_ rally 
with confidence we can or hope 
to be able to write another ten 
years of history in the Diamond 
Jubilee of Kentucky Baptists. 


CARRIE Moore 
President 
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NEW LIBERTY SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION 


In the year 1882, a small band of faithful Christian workers held a 
get-together meeting at New Liberty, Kentucky for the purpose of 
laying plans for the organization of a Sunday School Convention. 
These plans were not perfected until the following year at Kirksville, 
Kentucky, but the organization was given the name of “The New 
Liberty Baptist Sunday Schoo! Convention.” Its object was to ad- 
vance and perpetuate the Sunday Schools within its bounds, support 
missions and education. Later, it decided to enlarge its work to the 
purchasing and maintenance of a home for the aged and _ infirm. 


Miss G. L. WALKER W. R. Searcy, Mes. Mary E. Mitten 
President. First Vice President Treasurer 


During the sixty years of its existence, it has had nine presidents, 
namely, Revs. G.-B. Miller, J. A. White, S. M. Watts, T. R. Reed, G. 
L. Campbell, Miss H. C. Harris, H. Faulkner, J. H. Scruggs and Miss 
G. L. Walker. Twenty-three Sunday Schools are enrolled in this con- 
vention. The spirit is kept alive by quarterly meetings of the board. 
Many ministers and Christian workers can point to this convention as 
an inspiration. 

At present, the staff of officers are: Miss G. L. Walker, President; 
W. R. Searcy, First Vice President; Thomas Turner, Second Vice 
President; Miss Bessie D. Irvine, Recording Secretary; E. W. Mason, 
Corresponding Secretary; Mrs. Mary E. Miller, Treasurer; Miss Katie 
M. Bennett, Organist; Alonzo Ballard, Assistant Organist; Miss Mil- 
dred Parks, Chorister; Miss Ethel Martin, Assistant Chorister, and 
Rev. T. A. Bennett, Instructor. 


SECTION IV 
* 


OTHER 
AUXILIARIES 


S 
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SUNBEAM BAND 
Central District 


A new feature of the Central District Women’s Auxiliary Conven- 
tion is the Youth Movement, which was organized at Zion Baptist 
Church, Louisville, October 12, 1939 under the leadership of Mrs. W. 
P. Offutt, President. At present, Mrs. Mae Larke is Supervisor of 
Sunbeam Bands, Junior and Intermediate Girls’ Auxiliaries, and Boys 
of the Royal Ambassadors. The Convention can point with pride to 
the splendid service rendered by each of the loyal Chritsian women 
who are assisting Mrs. Larke in this great work. The Children’s Hour 
Program and Demonstration on Friday afternoon each year of the 
Convention continues to be the center of attraction on that day. Each 
year the organizations have grown financially as well as numerically 
and we have had several converts in our meetings. In this group, we 
see the hope and promise of our future missionary workers. May we 
as leaders maintain the teachings of our Blessed Master who said, 
“Suffer little children to come unto me and forbid them not, for of 
such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” 
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THE MOTHERS’ CLUB OF FELLOWSHIP CENTER 
Louisville, Ky. 


Mrs. Mary L. Gaddie, President; Mrs. G. H. Nelson, Vice 
President; Mrs. Holt, Chairman Sewing Committee; Mrs. 
Sarah Conley, Secretary; Mrs. Eugenia Brown, Mrs. Jones, 
Mrs. Larke, and Mrs. Medley, Personal Service Chairman. 
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MINISTERS AND DEACONS MEETING 
Louisville, Ky. 


Inset—Rev. E. M. Elmore, Moderator 


Owing to the loss of records of the Louisville M. and D. Meeting 
in the flood of 1937, we cannot state the exact date of its organiza- 
tion. 

Between the years of 1873 and 1875 we can safely say, a few breth- 
ren led by Rev. D. A. Gaddie, pastor of Green Street Baptist Church, 
the few pastors then composing the leaders were called to meet and 
organize. 

Because the colored pastors were not welcomed by the white pas- 
tors to associate with them, and having no outlet to know of the 
ability of each other and to bring about a greater fellowship. Among 
the promoters were Rev. A. Heath, the great layman Wm. H. Steward. 
Other characters active at this time were Revs. Chas. Olden, P. Alex- 
ander, E. P. Marrs, Jackson Riley, T. M. Faulkner, W. W. Taylor, Rev. 
Frye, Milton Harris and possibly others met at a dinner given by 
Brother Wm. H. Steward in his home. 

Dr. Gaddie was elected secretary and until his health failed he held 
this office. As these fathers passed on, younger men came in. We 
remember J. H. Frank, C. H. Parrish, J. H. Perdue, E. W. Reed, Wm. 
Johnson, G. F. Watson, Wm. Jamison, W. H. Craighead, J. W. Lewis, 
C. C. Bates, W. F. Hart, R. Reynolds, G. W. Ward. 

Rev. E. M. EumMore, Moderator. 
Rev. J. M. WHALEN, Secretary. 
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BAPTIST MINISTERS’ WIVES’ COUNCIL 
Louisville, Ky. 


November 1, 1925, Mesdames T. Timberlake, G. F. Watson, and 
M. B. Lanier met with the Baptist Ministers’ Wives at the Lanier 
Baptist Church and organized themselves into the Baptist Ministers’ 
Wives’ Council. 

Mesdames Timberlake, B. F. Reid, Lanier, Shumake and Faulkner 
were appointed to draw up the constitution and by-laws. The fol- 
lowing officers were elected: Mesdames T. Timberlake, President; 
J. M. Williams, Vice President; M. B. Lanier, Secretary; A. H. Shu- 
make, Corresponding Secretary; H. W. Jones, Treasurer; E. D. Brown, © 
Organist, and M. V. Parrish, Parliamentarian. 


During these eighteen years the following have served as Presi- 
dent: Mesdames T. Timberlake, H. A. Scott, Charlesetta Washing- 
ton, Sara Valentine, G. H. Nelson, and C. C. Cornell. 


The present officers are: Mesdames H. L. Ballew, President; O. C. 
Sheckles, Vice President; W. D. Martin, Secretary; Christine Downs, 
Corresponding Secretary; R. B. Jackson, Financial Secretary; M. B. 
Lanier, Treasurer; G. H. Payne, Pianist; E. W. Jones, Assistant 
Pianist; G. D. Miller, Bible Instructor; Della Price, Assistant Bible 
Instructor; Sara Conley, Parliamentarian; Mary Munford, Reporter, 
and G. F. Watson, Vox Populi. 
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BAPTIST MINISTERS’ WIVES’ COUNCIL 
Lexington and Vicinity 


On November 9, 1939, this group was organized. The organization 
was perfected to provide a medium through which group participa- 
tion in up-lifting activities could be motivated, and to improve the 
social life of the ministers’ wives of this vicinity. 


The program is outlined to include a systematic study of the Bible, 
and a study of such Parliamentary laws as would enable the members 
to serve better the people with whom they work daily. 


Outside activities include: contributions to Cancer Control, Baptist 
Women’s Educational Convention, gifts to members whose homes 
have been destroyed by fire, cookie showers for inmates of Fayette 
County Infirmary, and annual remembrance of aged and ill minis- 
ters, ministers’ wives and widows. 
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THE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP CENTER 
Louisville, Ky. 


The Sunshine Social Center was organized in 1916 under the Bap- 
tist State Board of Missions, white, and the State Mission Board of 
Negro Baptists. This movement was led by Dr. W. D. Powell, Dr. 
W. M. Johnson, and Dr. C. H. Parrish. The building was located at 
the present site—1023 W. Madison Street. The first workers were 
Rey. and Mrs. Blair, Miss Marguerite Givens, and Mrs. Bettie Withers. 
In 1917, Rev. and Mrs. Blair left for the Foreign Field and Rev. W. P. 
Offutt, Mrs. Gough, Miss Florence Washer, and Mr. T. J. Dorsey 
were added to the staff. In 1917, Troop No. 44 of the Boy Scouts, was 
organized—the second colored troop to be operated in the city of 
Louisville. Dr. Offutt resigned in 1922 to accept a pastorate in 
Bowling Green, Kentucky, and Bro. Dorsey was appointed to succeed 
him. Miss Washer left the work at this time also. Bro. 
Dorsey led the work until his death in 1938, after which 
Mrs. Dorsey took charge until 1939 when the work of the 
Center was transferred to the Long Run Association. The Center, 
from 1939 to 1943 was under the direction of a joint committee ap- 
pointed by the Long Run Association and the Central District Associa- 
tion. Dr. E. F. Estes served as chairman with Rev. W. M. Johnson as 
Assistant Chairman. In 1935, the Women’s Advisory Board, composed 
of women from both races was organized by Bro. Dorsey. Mrs. S. L. 
Durham was the first chairman. This board is still serving under the 
direction of Mrs. Jacob Mittlebeeler. Dr. C. L. Jordan served as Super- 
intendent from 1939-1941. Bro. Robert Herndon, 1941-1942. During 
this time, the name was changed to Baptist Fellowship Center. The 
work of the Center is now under the City Mission Committee of Long 
Run Association, under the general supervision of Dr. J. P. Carter. 
The present staff: Bro. Cecil Tarrance, Mrs. Eugenia P. Brown, and 
Bro. Victor Glass, Superintendent. 


TWILIGHT MINISTERS’ AND DEACONS’ ALLIANCE 
Louisville, Ky. 


In the wheel of Christianity, another spoke has been placed—that 
of the Twilight Ministers’ and Deacons’ Alliance. Organized in Jan- 
uary, 1943 and meets each Friday evening at the Hill Street Baptist 
Church. We pledge our support to all of the work of our denomina- 
tion. Soliciting the prayers of all. 

H. C. Mrrcueii, Moderator 
A. J. Netson, Chairman 
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CITY? BS Y3.P7.U; 
Louisville, Ky. 


Present officers seated, reading from left to right: 

Miss A. Harris, Historian; Mrs. M. Dorsey, Organization; 
Mr. E. McDowell, Chorister; Mrs. C. Downs, Corresponding 
Secretary; Mrs. I. J. Willis, Recording Secretary; Mr. P. 
Hatcher, President; Mrs. C. Copeland, First Vice President; 
Mr. Wm. Johnson, Second Vice President; Mrs. Ella Alex- 
der, Treasurer—not on picture. 


In 1901 a body of religious workers met at the Calvary Baptist 
Church and organized a Union of B. Y. P. U.’s. Rev. C. M. Ham- 
monds was elected president. Religious Education has always been 
a special feature. Christian workers have been trained, contributions 
made to denominational work, first donation made on chairs for his- 
toric Simmons, pledged and paid on American Baptist Plant. Presi- 
dent Porter Hatcher has served 14 years with unwavering faith and 
trust. The idea of erecting a monument in memory of the late Thomas 
J. Dorsey who served as president of City Union, State S. S. and B. 
Y. P. U. and Central District Conventions was born in this body. It 
was unveiled June 15, 1939. We have the cooperation of both city 


and county churches. 
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CITY DEACONS’ UNION 
Louisville, Ky. 


In 1935 Brother Eli Bowen, a deacon of the Fifth Street Baptist 
Church of Louisville, Kentucky had a vision of the organization of 
deacons for a united effort in support of ministers and a better under- 
standing of their duties. 


This vision was made a reality on approval of the Ministers’ and 
Deacons’ Alliance in the city of Louisville, June 21, 1935. The or- 
ganization was perfected at Fifth Street Church with forty-five 
deacons present. This Union was known as the City Deacons’ Union 
and Brother Bowen was elected the first president with Brother 
Charles Ponder, Secretary, and Columbus Milan, Treasurer. They 
have all passed to the Great Beyond, but the Union still lives with 
the same purpose and.objectives. You may find God in unexpected 
places, but you will surely find him in the line of duty and service. 
Our motto “All things whatsoever ye ask in prayer, believing, ye shall 


receive. 
Joun D. Smiru, President, 


O. A. Dossins, Secretary. 


SECTION V 
* 


HISTORICAL SKETCHES 
OF 
CHURCHES 
AND 
AUXILIARIES 


— 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
Bracktown, Ky. 


The First Baptist Church, Bracktown, Ky., was organized in 1883. 
Its course of progress is filled with rises and falls, as all other in- 
stitutions operated by humanity, but her life has been unceasing. 
Great things have been accomplished by her great pastors and faith- 
ful members since the organization of the church; monuments have 
been erected, and her influence has gone far. Twelve members were 
in the organization of the church, and they chose as their first pastor 
the late Rey. Dora Scott, who still lives in the hearts of the members. 
This great church has been pastored by the following preachers: Revs. 
Dora Scott, J. W. Chinn, I. Fuller, Washington, S. P. Young, M. E. 
Wilson, J. H. Mason, and G. K. Offutt. All of these pastors served 
well, and led the church onward and upward. The present pastor 
isohev.cr=- lurner. 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
Lexington, Ky. 


The first Negro Baptist Church ever organized in Kentucky was 
what is now known as the First Baptist Church, Short and Deweese 
Streets, Lexington, Ky. This can be substantiated by the records re- 
lating to this church of the South Kentucky Association (white), The 
Elkhorn Association (white), Spencer's History of Kentucky Baptists, 
and the records on file at Fayette County Courthouse. The exact date 
of its organization is not known; some of the early writers have dated 
its organization as far back as 1785, but it is safe to say that it was 
organized as early as 1790. The church was organized and pastored 
for 33 years by Peter Duerett (known as Bro. Captain), a slave born 
in Carolina County, Virginia, in 1733, and brought to Kentucky in 
1785. He was converted, baptized, and received into the membership 
of a white Baptist Church, near his home. The First Baptist Church 
has in its possession a copy of the life of Brother Captain, which was 
written in 1824. 

Shortly after Brother Captain came to Lexington, Mr. John Max- 
well, one of the pioneers of Lexington, gave Brother Captain a build- 
ing site, and helped him to erect a cabin upon it, where he lived and 
held services. The founding of the church is dated from this time, 
because Brother Captain and the other Negroes looked upon this as a 
church. He continued to watch over the church until the summer of 
1823, when he died at the ripe age of 90 years. At the time of 
Brother Captain’s death the church had a membership of 300. 

According to Spencer's History of Kentucky Baptists the church 
attempted to secure the services of London Ferrill as pastor during the 
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declining days of Brother Captain. London Ferrill refused to accept 
the pastorate as long as Brother Captain lived. London Ferrill at 
this time was engaged by the trustees of the town of Lexington to 
preach to the people of color of the town. 


Shortly after the death of Brother Captain, London Ferrill was 
called as the pastor of the church, and took charge in 1823. Accord- 
ing to history and numerous articles published in the daily papers 
shortly after his death, London Ferrill was one of the most remark- 
able characters to grace the 
pages of Kentucky history. It 
was said of him “that his in- 
fluence was more potent to 
keep order among the blacks 
than the entire police force 
of the city.” When the chol- 
era plague visited Lexington 
in 18338, London Ferrill was 
the only preacher, white or 
colored, that remained in the 
city to administer to the sick 
and bury the dead. He of- 
ficiated at both colored and 
white funerals. He pastored 
the church about 31 years, 
during which time the mem- 
bership increased from 300 to 
1,820, and became the largest 
membership in Kentucky at 
this time. 


Spencers history of Ken- 
tucky Baptists further states 
that Frederick Braxton  suc- 
ceeded Ferrill as pastor of 
the African Baptist Church. 
Rev. Braxton took charge in 
1854, and during his ministry 
the church continued to grow 
and prosper, until at the be- 
ginning of the Civil War the membership numbered 2,223. In 1862 
there arose a dissension over the political views of Rev. Braxton. Rev. 
Braxton with 500 members, and their church letters in a coffee sack, 
marched to the present site of the Main Street Baptist Church and or- 
ganized the Main Street (Independent) Baptist Church. 


Rey. James Monroe of Frankfort, Ky., succeeded Rev. Braxton as 
pastor, serving them from 1862 to 1873. There are now in the church 


Rev. R. MircHeii, Ex-Pastor 
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six persons who were baptized by the late James Monroe. 

Following the death of Rev. Monroe the church called Rev. J. F. 
Thomas, D.D., who proved to be so successful as a pastor that he was 
called to the Ebenezer Baptist Church, Chicago, Ill., after serving the 
First Baptist Church for 5 years. Upon the resignation of Rev. Thomas 
the church called Dr. Wm. J. Simmons, the eminent scholar and bril- 
liant preacher. He was perhaps the first Negro preacher in Kentucky 
who was a graduate of a standard college. He was graduated from 
Howard University, Washington, D. C., in 1873, receiving the degree 
of A.B. Because of his scholarly 
attainments together with his un- 
usual executive ability, the Board 
of Trustees of State University 
(now Simmons ), led by Bro. Wm. 
H. Steward, came to Lexington 
aud upon their urgent request 
Dr. Simmons was released from 
the pastorate of the church to 
become the first President of the 
school. Dr. Simmons also served 
as the first President of the Na- 
tional Baptist Convention. He 
died October 30, 1890. 

Following the resignation of 
Dr. Simmons the church called 
Dr. S. P. Young, who served the 
church from 1881 to 1904. He 
was recognized as one of the 
greatest doctrinal preachers in 
Kentucky, and during his admin- 
istration many souls were added 
to the church. He resigned the 
church in 1904, but lived to be 
a ripe age, dying in Lexington 
March 19, 1927. H. E. Nurrer, A.B. B.D, Did. 

Dr. S. E. Smith of Owensboro, Pastor 
was called to the church follow- 
ing the resignation of Dr. Young. Dr. Smith was considered one of 
the most progressive pastors of the state, and had no superior as a 
financier. He beautified and renovated the church, and also installed 
the pipe organ. He resigned the church shortly before his death. 

Following Rev. Smith came Rev. J. W. Hawkins, of Paducah, Ky. 
He only lived eleven months after coming to the church, but did a 
splendid work during that time. 

After the death of Rev. Hawkins the church called Dr. W. Augustus 
Jones, of Louisville, Ky. He served the church about five and 
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one-half years. The work of Dr. Jones was outstanding. When he 
came to the church there was much unrest among the membership, 
but it was not long before Dr. Jones had restored peace and harmony. 
During his administration the church was cleared of all indebtedness. 
He endeared himself to the entire city. On October 1, 1914, Dr. 
Jones offered his resignation to accept the pastorate of the Mt. Zion 
Baptist Church, Knoxville, Tenn. Dr. Jones has the distinction of 
being the only living ex-pastor of the church, and he is now the pop- 
ular and successful pastor of the historic Fifth Street Baptist Church, 
Louisville, Ky. 

Upon the resignation of Dr. Jones, the church called Rev. Robert 
Mitchell, A.M., D.D., of Bowling Green, Ky. He was known as the 
“Prince of Preachers,” a scholarly, dignified, Christian gentleman, and 
lives today in the hearts of the people of this city. He did a most 
commendable work during his pastorate. Perhaps the outstanding 
achievement of his administration was the erection of the largest, the 
most modern, and the finest Sunday School Annex Building among 
Negroes to this day in Kentucky, at a cost of more than $42,000.00. 
In fact there are few, if any Sunday School buildings among Negroes 
in the entire country which surpass this one. It has thirty separate 
class rooms, with black boards and electric lights in each room. 

Although Dr. Mitchell did not live to see the building completed (he 
passed to his reward when the building was about two-thirds fin- 
ished ), this building stands today as a monument to him because of 
his far-sighted vision, progressiveness, together with his untiring ef- 
forts and sacrifice. Members of the church sing his praises to this 
day. Dr. Mitchell passed to his reward October 7, 1926, after twelve 
and one-half years of a successful pastorate. 

Following the death of Dr. Mitchell the church on the last Thurs- 
day in October, 1926, extended a call to Homer Eckler Nutter, A.B., 
B.D., who was at that time a senior in Theology at Simmons Uni- 
versity, Louisville, Ky. He was selected by Dr. Mitchell to supply the 
church during his illness. Rev. Nutter has successfully pastored the 
church since 1926. During his administration the mortgage indebted- 
ness of $42,000.00 has been paid, and improvements costing more 
than $5,000.00 have been made and paid for. 

The First Baptist Church has owned property in Lexington since 
1815. Records in the County Clerk’s Office, Fayette, reveal that the 
African Baptist Church, (now the First Baptist Church), purchased 
property as early as 1815. These records are available to the public. 
The first deed was from Wm. Tod for a lot 6 ft. wide on High St., 
including a brick house, and was deeded to Rolla Blue, Wm. Gist, 
Solomon Walker, and James Pullock, free men of color, trustees of 
the African Baptist Church. This deed was dated April 24, 1820, 
but it is stated in the old Kentucky Gazette, dated July 10, 1815, that 
the above property was purchased by Rolla Blue, Wm. Gist, Solomon 
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Walker, and Jas. Pullock, trustees of the African Baptist Church, in 
1815 at a public auction, with Daniel Bradford as auctioneer. This 
site was traded by the church, according to the records in the Fayette 
County Clerk’s office dated April 24, 1820, to Col. James Johnson and 
Col. Richard Johnson, of Scott County, for a brick house at the North- 
west corner of Lime and Maxwell Streets. This property is described 
in the deed as being “a lot binding and cornering on Mulberry and 
Maxwell Streets, being a part of the ground generally known by the 
name of Fandy and Castleman’s factory lot . . . to include a brick 
house situated on the southeast end of said lot.” This property was 
held by the church until August 18, 1834, when by a special act of 
the Kentucky State Legislature, February 7, 1834, permission was 
given for it to be sold to Mrs. Sarah Sayre, and the proceeds from the 
sale to be used in the purchasing of the present church home. The 
church trustees filed the following petition with the Fayette Circuit 
Court, April 4, 1883, seeking to sell the last described property. “To 
the Honorable, the Judge of the Fayette Circuit Court in Chancery 
sitting: Your petitioners, Samuel Oldham, Parker Pea, John Holmes, 
and Edward Clayborne, would humbly represent that they are Trus- 
tees of the Baptist Congregation of the people of color in the city 
of Lexington; that a certain lot of land in the city conveyed by James 
Johnson, Nancy Johnson, and Richard Johnson to Rolla Blue, Wm. 
Gist, Solomon Walker and James Pullock, trustees of the congregation 
for the use and benefit of said congregation; that said grantees are 
now all dead except Blue; that your petitioners are now trustees .. . 
that said lot is inconveneint for the use of said congregation; that the 
said congregation by their trustees have contracted with Alfred Warner 
for another lot; that the last mentioned lot is more convenient for the 
use of said congegation, that said contract cannot be completed unless 
said first mentioned lot can be sold; that said trustees and congrega- 
tion are ready to sell but feel doubtful of their power in the law to 
do so, etc.” This petition was dismissed in March, 1833, and an act 
of the State Legislature was obtained February 7, 1834, granting the 
relief sought. (Records Fayette Circuit Clerk's Office). The build- 
ing was sold to Mrs. Sarah Sayre August 18, 1834. 

The present church and lot, corner Short and Deweese Sts., was 
deeded by Alfred Warner to the trustees, Rolla Blue, Samuel Oldham, 
Ned Claiborne, Parker Pea, and John Holmes, February 6, 1883, for 
the use of the members of the First African Baptist Church. Accord- 
ing to the deed the present main auditorium was built by the white 
Methodists in 1806. The records in the Fayette County Clerk’s office 
clearly show that the African Church owned property as early as 
1815, and that the ownership of this property together with all prop- 
erty subsequently held in the name of the African Baptist Church, 
can be traced in an unbroken succession to the present First Baptist 
Church. The first piece of property was purchased in 1815, and 
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deeded by Wm. Tod to Rolla Blue, Wm. Gist, Solomon Walker and 
Jas. Pullock, trustees of the African Baptist Church. This piece of 
property was then traded on April 24, 1820, for a brick house at the 
northwest corner of Limestone and Maxwell Sts. It was owned 
by Col. Jas. Johnson and Col. Richard Johnson. This deed is from 
Col. Jas. Johnson and Richard Johnson to Rolla Blue, Wm. Gist, 
Solomon Walker, and Jas. Pullock, trustees of the African Baptist 
Church. This property was held until August 18, 1834, when a pe- 
tition was filed with the Fayette Circuit Court seeking permission to 
sell in order that the property at the corner of Short and Deweese 
Streets (the present home of the First Baptist Church) might be 
purchased. A special act of the state legislature was passed Feb. 7, 
1834, which enabled the church to sell the property purchased in 
1820. The deeds will show that the present First Baptist Church 
used the name of the African Baptist Church until after they pur- 
chased the present site in 1834. It was then that the word “First” was 
added to the name of “African Baptist.” While the church is known 
now as the “First Baptist Church,” the name of the church on the 
deed of the present property is “First African Baptist Church.” 

No church in Kentucky has played a more important part in the 
history of Kentucky Baptists. Thousands have been brought to Christ 
through her influence. Not only is the First Baptist Church the 
mother church of Kentucky Baptists, but also within the walls of this 
historic church the General Association of Kentucky Baptists was 
organized. First Baptist Church is the only church in Kentucky 
that has given as many as two Presidents to Simmons University, 
namely the late Dr. W. J. Simmons, the first President; and the late 
Dr. C. H. Parrish, the sixth President. Dr. Parrish was converted in 
the basement of this church, and was a member at the time of his 
death. The first three collegiate graduates of Simmons University 
were members of this church, namely: Dr. C. H. Parrish, Miss Sarah 
Nelson, and Dr. Chas. Sneed. Mrs. Amanda Nelson, the first Presi- 
dent of the Baptist Women’s Educational Convention was a member 
of First Baptist Church, and Mrs. M. E. Stewart, the fifth President of 
this convention spent her early life as a member of this church, and 
was the church’s first organist. The official boards are composed of 
high-class christian men, and within the membership of the church 
are to be found some of the most loyal and devoted members, and 
some of the most highly respected citizens of Lexington. The First 
Baptist Church during 153 years of existence has had only 12 pastors. 
This church property is considered by real estate men to be the most 
valuable piece of property owned by Negroes in Lexington, being 
just one-half block from the surveyed center of the city of Lexington, 
and only two blocks from the City Hall and Union station. The 
church property is appraised at $100,000.00. 
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ANTIOCH BAPTIST CHURCH 


Louisville, Ky. 


This church was organized in 1872 by Rev. Charles Oldham, as 
the St. John Baptist Church. The name of the church was changed 


Poo Cru ilatoyel nv rumen dbo A one ulace 
church was a transient congre- 
gation until 1901, at which time 
the present pastor led in pur- 
chasing the ground and erect- 
ing Ga sChurch= av the: Coste lot 
$1200.00. Several years ago the 
present site at 17th and Dumes- 
nil Streets was purchased for 
$15,000.00. 

Among the 24 pastors of the 
church are: Revs. C. Oldham, 
He Prelarrs) e)e ta. hile Vansak 
Sands, Robt. Breckenridge, D. 
Wheeler, J. Riley, Wm. Johnson 
and the present pastor, G. F. 
Watson, who has served for 45 
years. Mrs. Sallie Jones, Church 
clerk for 15 years, and Bro. B. S. 
Hiser, Treasurer for 21 years. 


Dr. G. F. Watson 
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CENTENNIAL OLIVET BAPTIST CHURCH 
1519 West St. Catherine St. 


Louisville, Ky. 


On January 6, 1870, a split from Rev. Davis’ church located at 
Ninth and Broadway, formed a group which founded Centennial 
Olivet Baptist Church. In an effort to locate elsewhere they came 
west on Broadway to Fifteenth. 
Finding it impossible to stay 
there, they were forced to an- 
other location. From here they 
moved to the residence of 
Deacon Shipp. At this time, he 
was serving as Deacon of Green 
Street Baptist Church and for 
this reason would not permit 
them to remoye a partition from 
ad 100m in the house. This 
same group was faced with the 
same task of finding a new lo- 
cation. 

A committee was composed of 
the following persons: Abraham 
Pope, Adaline Butler, Lucinda 
and William Fields, Margaret 
Roberts, Puss Marimen, and 
Nelson Roberts, the brother-in- 
law of Abraham Pope. This 
committee was appointed and 
given the task to find a new 
location. 

Abraham Pope purchased Rev. Witi1am F. WILson, 
from Mr. Ormsby the site on Pastor 
which the present church now 
stands, 1519 West St. Catherine Street, and presented it to this group 
of people. 

Buying lumber from the Taylor Barracks, a church house was built 
on the site; being completed enough so that they might worship, they 
received new members. Among the first were: Wash and Margaret 
Harris, Sophia Mills, Edmond Thomas, Dan Dorsey, Jim and Dave 
Wilson, and Nelson Holloway. This group, taking the form in the way 
of an organization, a Deacon Board was appointed by ordaining the 
following men: Abraham Pope, Dan Dorsey, Jim Wilson, Edmond 
Thomas, Jim Simmons, Nelson Roberts, Ben Mills, and Mr. Spruce. 
The Sunday School was founded by Wash and Margaret Harris. The 
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first convert was Miss Katie Dean Shipp, and the next was George 
Roberts. 


The church seemed to be somewhat of a family affair from the 
start as some of this first group were related and as new members were 
taken in most of them from the neighborhood, they all being related 
to each other, makes it seem that way. 


Centennial has enjoyed the good fortune of having these several 
men as pastors: Rev. Hollenday, John Hightower, Nelson Bruitt, 
Rev. Franklin, Rev. John H. Lewis, who served as pastor for 35 years 
from 1884-1919, Rev. Thomas Lewis served from 1919-1927, Rev. C. 
E. Starnes served from 1927-1938, Rev. L. H. Woolfolk, who was 
called as acting pastor and who was retained and served from 1938- 
1940 until the present pastor, Rev. William F. Wilson assumed pastor- 
ate in 1940 and who is a descendant of the organizers. 


Present Officers 


Effie Wilson, Organist James Arthur Redd, Treasurer 
Edward McDowell, Church Clerk 


Deacons: Trustees: 


John Valentine 
George Alexander 
Henry Johnson 
Almond Steiger 
Ben Allen 

Dee Cowherd 
Orlando Gassaway 
Edward McDowell 
Lee Crumes 
Arthur Redd 


Joseph Kirkpatrick 
James Arthur Redd 
James Day 

Clifford Jackson 
Fred Johnson 

James Bell 
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NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH 
Ashland, Ky. 


DEACONS AND TRUSTEE BOARD 
Not on picture—Robert Johnson and A. Bolden 


New Hope Baptist Church, the only colored Baptist Church in the 
city of Ashland, Ky., had a very humble and unique beginning. It 
was organized in the year 1881. At that time there was a number of 
Baptists in the City of Ashland who had no church of their denomi- 
nation to attend. Many of them had been attending the worship 
services of other denominations. A few of these faithful Christians, 
led by Robert H. Johnson, and inspired by his words, “We will build 
us a church,” organized themselves together and after much planning 
and hard work, succeeded in erecting a small frame structure. Rev. 
J. L. Murray, the first pastor, completed the organization and named 
the Church, New Hope Baptist Church. 


In the fifty-two years of its history, the church has shown a marked 
development along all lines. From the original number of twelve the 
membership has increased to the present number of approximately 
three hundred. The present building, located at 27th and Carter 
Avenues, is a modern structure, purchased in 1925 at a cost of over 
$23,000.00. It has an auditorium with a seating capacity of five 
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hundred; class rooms and facilities for Sunday School work and other 
physical requisities necessary for the carrying out of a christian edu- 
cational program. The church is sufficiently organized to meet the 
needs of the community. The following departments and auxiliaries 
have been functioning for a number of years: Sunday School, B. T. U., 
W. M. U., Baptist Brotherhood, Junior Missionary Circle, Sunbeams 
and Pastor’s Aid Society. 


The present pastor, Garland K. Offutt, assumed the pastoral duties 
March 21, 1939. Since then, the church has been redecorated, the 
parsonage remodeled and all debts paid. But most important of all, 
God has blessed the church spiritually, over eighty persons having 
been added to the membership and the spirit of christian fellowship 
made manifest in the hearts of all. 


SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH 
Taylorsville, Ky. 


SECOND Baptist CHURCH 
Taylorsville, Ky. 


Rev. G. G. Byrp, Pastor 
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THE BURNETT AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH 
Louisville, Ky. 
Rev. J. A. BAker, Pastor 


This church is now fifty-one years old and was formerly known as 
the Bland Street Baptist Church, pastored for seventeen years by the 
late Rev. T. J. Talley, Rev. H. W. Jones, present pastor of Green Street 
Baptist Church, and other ministers in other years. Twenty years ago, 
it was built at 511 East Burnett Avenue by the Rey. J. A. Baker. The 
name was changed from Bland Street to Burnett Avenue Baptist 
Church. It is now cleared of all indebtedness, due to the leadership 
of an efficient pastor and the loyal members. Rey. Baker has given 
his best interest to this church and hundreds of souls have been 


brought to Christ. BroTHER A. WEATHERS, SR., 


Church Clerk, 
1510 S. Clay Street. 
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EMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH 
Louisville, Ky. 


Inset—Rev. M. M. D. Perdue 


Emmanuel Baptist Church was organized the Gladstone Baptist 
Church at Odd Fellows Hall, November 20, 1887, under the auspices 
of Dr. T. T. Eaton. Was reorganized the Emmanuel Baptist Church 
in 1904. A number of members secured letters from the Zion Baptist 
Church under the leadership of Rev. George Scott, a former pastor of 
Zion, these were joined by others. Worshipping a while at 13th and 
Walnut they secured temporary quarters in an old blacksmith shop 
at 9th and Green, and later removed to a hall at 9th and Broadway. 
Soon the present property at 646-48 South 10th street was secured 
and a building erected thereon. 

Internal troubles caused the Rev. Scott to resign. To save the 
property and congregation, Superintendent of Missions, P. H. Ken- 
nedy and Secretary Wm. H. Steward urged the late Dr. J. H. Perdue 
to consider the Spirit’s leading to accept the charge. Dr. Perdue was 
a noted church builder, financier and business man and teacher of 
Franklin, Ky. He accepted the call to the pastorate entering upon it 
August 30, 1898. For forty-one years he led this congregation. Up 
to the death of Dr. Eaton and on through his pastorate he received 
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active aid and encouragement from the white Baptists. Under Dr. 
Perdue’s leadership all indebtedness was liquidated and several thou- 
sand dollars worth of claims were paid to Rev. Scott. The present 
building was also built and paid for and the congregation built up to 
one of the city’s largest. 

Dr. Perdue became Pastor Emeritus and was succeeded by his son, 
Rev. M. M. D. Perdue, June 16, 1939. After serving one year as assist- 
ant to his father, Dr. John H. Perdue entered into rest November 6, 
1940. 

Our present pastor experienced as an Army Chaplain, teacher, Y. M. 
C. A. executive, editor of newspapers and 31 years in the ministry 
bids fair to lead us on to greater heights. 


BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH 
Barlow, Ky. 


Mrs. Birdie Miles, Clerk of Rev. C. T. Russell, Pastor of 
Bethel Baptist Church, Barlow, Bethel Baptist Church, Barlow, 
Kentucky, Vice President of Kentucky; President of West 
West Kentucky Green Valley Kentucky Green Valley District 
Distictab..y..P:.U; Convention. Sunday School Convention. 
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“N” STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 
Louisville, Ky. 


“N” STREET Baptist CHURCH 


The “N” Street Baptist Church, Louisville, Kentucky was organized 
about 1898 under the pastorate of the Rev. Whalen. The present 
building was erected while Rev. T. J. Lewis was shepherd. Since 
then, a number of pastors have increased the membership and beauti- 
fied the building. 

In 1935, Rev. Charles Wilkerson was called as pastor. Under his 
successful guidance, plans for a new edifice across from the present 
location are under way. <A building fund of $2,800 is deposited in 
South Louisville Bank. 


PILGRIM BAPTIST CHURCH 
Griffytown, Ky. 
Rev. L. P. Mrxon, Pastor 


Outstanding auxiliaries of 
church are the Missionary So- 
ciety and Pastor’s Aid Society. 
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GREATER SALEM BAPTIST CHURCH 
Louisville, Ky. 


W. H. Wuittaker, Pastor J. M. Parker, Assistant Pastor 


Bottom row: John McClain, president of usher board; Robert Caples, 
president of choir; Owen White, Jr.; pastor, Rev. W. H. Whittaker; 
Cecil Garth, superintendent of Sunday School, and deacon. 

Middle row: Lula Taylor, president of Pastor’s Aid Society; Essie 
Hudson, president of children’s music department George Fletcher, 
deacon; Ophelia Mitchell, church clerk; Alfreda Rhodes, member. 

Top row: Annie Mathis, president of Busy Bee Club; Fred May- 
field, church treasurer and deacon; Minerva Wadley, member; Myrtle 
Bell, member; Fannie Mayfield, president of B. Y. P. U.; Christiana 
White, secretary of Sunday School. 

Other officers: Deacons Hugh Dixon, Freeman Armstrong, Ezekiel 
Whitlow; president of Willing Workers, Mattie Martin; church organ- 
ist, Frances Crutcher; Annie Zinerman, children’s music director; Alice 
Medley, president of Prayer Band. 

Rev. Whittaker has pastored 8 years. 

Membership—2,400. 
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ZION HILL BAPTIST CHURCH 
Lennerson, Ky. 


The Zion Hill Baptist Church of Lennerson, Kentucky was organ- 
ized in 1872. The first church building was erected in 1874 under 
the pastorate of the Rev. Louis Lewis who served twelve years. Fol- 
lowing him were the Reverends Richard Coleman (five years), Doia 
Scott (four years), Elijah Withers (eighteen months) and D. 
Seals (twenty-seven years) under whose pastorate the church was 
remodeled. Many souls were saved. 


In 1924, Rev. Wm. Alexander accepted the call to this church fol- 
lowing Rev. Seals’ death. Through his foresight and the cooperation 
of the members, property was purchased and a modern brick building 
erected in 1927. We have an attractive auditorium with two choirs, 
pastor's study, rest room, dining room and kitchen. Great stress has 
been placed upon the denominational requirements, including mis- 
sions, education, and the saving of souls. Many conventions have con- 
vened here, including the Baptist Women’s Educational Convention 
in 1935. So outstanding has been Rev. Alexander’s distinguished work, 
a degree of D.D. was bestowed upon him from Simmons University 
in 1935. 
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ZION BAPTIST CHURCH 
Paris, Ky. 


The Zion Baptist Church, Paris, Kentucky, was organized in 1884 
with 41 members; only two survive. Pastors who served were: Revs. 
J. R. Davis, the first pastor. He served a number of years; James S. 


Hawkins, 9 years and resigned; 
Harrison Nutter, 13 years and 
resigned; T. J. Smith, 7 years; 
H. A. Scott, 5 years; E. B. John- 
son, 3 years; W. J. M. Price, 8 
years; J. W. Jackson, 8 years. 
We revere the memory and 
noble deeds of these mighty 
servants of God. Our present 
pastor is J. C. Harris, who came 
to us in November, 1942. He 
is a young man of great vision 
and a dynamic speaker. Our 
church is making rapid progress 
under his leadership. Our pres- 
ent membership is 225. 


Biography: J. Caldwell Harris, B.Th., the son of Rev. E. P. and 
Lila Bell Harris was born in Jefferson County, Tennessee, November 
17, 1903. Graduate of Nelson Mercy College, Jefferson City, Tennes- 


Rev. J. CALDWELL HArris 
Pastor 


see. Read Theology with Rev. 
J. M. Thompson, M.A., B.Th., 
D.D.  Pastored the following 
churches: Allen Chapel, Parrotts- 
ville; Macedonia, Newport; Cen- 
tral, Kingsport, Tennessee, and 
Thankful, and now _pastoring 
Zion, Paris, Kentucky. Married 
to Jennie O. Cunningham, Jef- 
ferson City, Tennessee, May 6, 
1924. A young woman of deep 
piety and culture which makes 
her an ideal help-mate. Rev. 
Harris is a strong believer and a 
careful student of the Bible and 
preaches with power. 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
Perryville, Ky. 


The First Baptist Church, Perryville, Kentucky, was organized in 
1867 with the following officers: Henry Chatham, Nero Grandville, 
Preston Sleet, S. Q. Goodloe, and Henry Peters. Pastors and their 
accomplishments: Revs. Harry Hocker, the first pastor who purchased 
the location of our church, ordained S. Q. Goodloe in 1878; in 1879, 
Wallace Fisher started the structure of our present church; it was 
completed by his successor, Sam Gill, in 1882. He also entertained 
the South District Association; G. M. Fisher came to us in 1888 and 
served faithfully and licensed Charles Carr and G. S. Goodloe to 
preach; A. A. Russell pastored only a short time; S. E. Smith came to 
us and served a short time and resigned to accept the Fourth Street 
Church, Owensboro, Kentucky; W. C. Allen was called in 1893 and 
served five years, built the present parsonage, and licensed Chas. 
Peters and G. W. Patterson to preach. S. Q. Goodloe, the first or- 
dained preacher of this church, served as supply pastor for a short 
period; J. W. Lackey served only a short time because of failing 
health. In 1900, we extended a call to G. S. Goodloe, who served 
twenty-one years. The church and pulpit were remodeled and new 
pews purchased. We also entertained the Sunday School Convention 
twice and the Association once. H. L. Hunn served a short time. In 
1927, J. N. Smothers was called and served eleven years. During his 
administration, A. C. Goodloe was licensed and ordained to preach 
and we entertained the Sunday School Convention. S. G. Redd served 
a short time and resigned to go to Elizabethtown. He licensed J. M. 
Peters to preach. C. C. Ellis served less than a year. 


In 1940, we called our present pastor, A. C. Goodloe. Under his 
administration, our church has made progress along all lines. Many 
souls have been saved and the church edifice beautified. 


Committee—AMELIA S. BuRTON, RACHAEL PETERS. 
AuicE B. Goopiogr, Clerk. 
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GREEN CASTLE BAPTIST CHURCH 
Prospect, Ky. 


It was the call of Rev. Bucker, after a soul-saving revival a band 
of forty-seven in Locust Grove, founded the church which is now the 
Green Castle Baptist Church, Prospect, Kentucky. They worshipped 
in a warehouse until they located on the present site. We are now 
being guided spiritually by Rev. Lawrence E. Biggs. Deacon and 
Trustee boards are: Brothers Garnett Taylor, Thomas Taylor, Edmond 
Weeden, Parker Jacob, Chester Clay, Andrew Brooks, and George 


Taylor. Rev. LAwerence E. Biccs, Pastor. 


FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
Campbellsville, Ky. 


The First Baptist Church, Campbellsville, Ky., was organized in 
1848 on Pitman Creek. Union services were held for some time. The 
Methodists using it two Sundays and the Baptists using it two. Later 
it was moved to Campbellsville and erected on the lot where the 
Durham High School now stands. 
From there it was moved to a lot 
on the Spurlington Highway under 
the pastorate of the late Rev. E. 
M. Moore. 

Among the early pastors were the 
late Rev. D. A. Rice and Rev. A. 
I) Caulder.- Some of the early 
deacons were: Bros. Geo. Doug- 
lass, Billy Buckner, Felix Hill, 
Charlie Hoskins, E. M. Parrot and 
Ed. Campbell. 

In 1903 the late Rev. , J.J. 
Brown was called to the pastorate 
and served until his death June 
15, 1943. Under his administra- 
tion a_ beautiful modern _ brick 
building was completed in 1935 at 
an approximate cost of $5,000, 
which will long stand as a monu- 
ment to his memory. Although 
comparatively new, our church is 
free from any debts. We attribute 
this success to the wise and spirit- 
ual leadership of our much beloved Tue LATE Dr, J. J. Brown, 
pastor, the late Dr. J. J. Brown. Pastor 
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BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH 
Maysville, Ky. 


The history of the Bethel Baptist Church, Maysville, Kentucky, be- 
gan with the Rev. Elisha Green, who was born in Bourbon County 
in 1818. He came to Madison County in 1829, and was converted on 
Walter Warder’s farm near Mayslick, Kentucky. He was mar- 
ried to Miss Susan Young in 1835. Mr. John P. Dobyns bought 
his wife and children. Later Rev. Green paid Mr. Dobyns $850 for 
his family. Rev. Green organized the Bethel Baptist Church in 1844. 
He was granted permission to preach May 10, 1845. It was through 
his leadership and prayers that our church was built. The new church 
edifice was dedicated May 17, 1875. The first of the following things 
were: by baptism, 35—Mrs. Celia Robinson was one of that number; 
church wedding, Mrs. Lizzie Munday, December 8, 1875; funeral, 
Mrs. Amelia Morrison, July 9, 1865. Pastors serving: Revs. Elisha 
Green for more than fifty years; F. Moreland, one and one-half years; 
William Alford, two years; Hart, one year; R. Straws, three years; 
R. H. Porter, two years; W. J. M. Price, two and one-half years; D. T. 
Caraway, one-half year; J. W. Bell, one-third year; R. H. C. Mitchell, 
two years; Robert Jackson, sixteen years; A. F. Martin, one and one- 
half years; H. T. Keeton, fifteen and one-half years, and the present 
pastor, Rev. M. L. Jackson who was recently called. Rev. Jackson 
comes to us very highly recommended and we are blessed to have 
such a high class Christian minister who is able to lead us on to 
greater heights. Deacons: C. N. Braxton, Chairman, Robert Robin- 
son, Isaac Beatty, Porter Jackson, W. H. Humphrey, James Griffey, 
William Tipton, William Conners, James R. Peters, Randolph Jackson. 
Trustees are: Porter Jackson, C. N. Braxton, James Peters, Richard 
Strawder, Alfred Lewis. C. N. Braxton, Treasurer, and M. E. Howe, 
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Rev. M. L. JAcxson, Pastor 


Clerk. Head of Departments: Mesdames B. J. Lewis, Sunday School; 
C. P. Bass, Baptist Training Union; Mary E. Howe, Missionary So- 
ciety; Bessie Lightfoot, Lilly of the Valley Club; Helen Ross, Fidelis 
Club; C. P. Bass, Choir, and B .J. Lewis, Organist. Many and varied’ 
have been the experiences, conquests and victories of our church. Its 
course of progress is filled with rises and falls as all other institutions, 
operated by humanity, but its life has been unceasing. Great works 
have been accomplished and much influence dispersed by its illus- 
trious pastors, from its organization until now, that shall never be 
sunken into insignificance. 
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BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH 
Lexington, Ky. 


Rev. J. W. JAckson 


The Bethel Baptist Church was organized approximately 45 years 
ago by the following council: J. F. K. Moreland, M. Campbell, D. 
Chinn, T. Buckner, J. M. Mayfield, B. M. Johnson, J. Francis Wilson, 
and J. W. Jackson. Rev. Perry Smith served as our first pastor. 


The following are the officers of the church: Deacons: Henry 
Poyntz, Edward Turner, Crawford, Will Gill, and Riley Dugly. 
Trustees: Gilbert T. Smith, Edward Turner, and Will Gill. Mrs. M. J. 
Price, Church Clerk. 


Presidents of church auxiliaries: Missionary Society, Sister Fannie 
Jackson; Busy Bee, Sister Maggie J. Price; Lilly of the Valley Club, 
Sister Fannie Cummons; Choir, Gilbert T. Smith. 


Our church is making splendid progress under the pastorate of 
Rev. J. W. Jackson. 
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THE ALPHA BAPTIST CHURCH 
Franklin, Ky. 


THE ALPHA Baptist CHurcHu 
Franklin, Ky. ALB e2Bi DD: 

State Director of Religious 
Education 


PASTOR: Re Hl FAULKNER 


The Alpha Baptist Church was organized in 1870 by the late Rev. 
Allen Allenworth with the following members: Geo. Slauss, Henry 
Finn, Jessie Wooten, Caswell Hale, and Sis. Lucinda Hudspeth, and 
others. 

Serving as pastors were: Revs. W. H. Butler, Allen Allenworth, 
Jas’-thomas, J.-M: Mitchell, T. H. Mack, G. M. Fisher, Wim. Z. 
Thomas, W. C. Allen, M. L. Porter, W. D. Bowen, W. L. Lawrence, 
Wee retrel|-E.. ©, Cockrine, Fred Anerson, L: L. Scott, and R. H. 
Faulkner. 

Rev. Allen Allenworth who organized the church became its second 
pastor and later became a Chaplain in the U. S. Army. Rev. W. C. 
Allen built the present edifice in 1899 upon a foundation laid by Rev. 
Wm. Z. Thomas. 

Under the leadership of Pastor R. H. Faulkner, a basement has 
been excavated, sanitary rest rooms installed, a lot purchased, and a 
parsonage built. Alpha entertained the General Association in 1854. 
In this session, our school became State University, now “Simmons.” 
We entertained the State B. Y. P. U. and Sunday School Convention 
in the year 1922. Brother T. J. Dixon, Church Clerk. 
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EVERGREEN BAPTIST CHURCH 
Lexington, Ky. 


Rev. Rost. H. Toiiey, Pastor 


The Evergreen Baptist Church, Lexington, Kentucky was organized 
about 1868 out of the Pleasant Green Church. Members of the or- 
ganization were: Rev. John Morgan, Morris Bell, Morton Tyler, Mary 
H. Jackson, Nettie Christopher, and others. The first place of worship 
was in an old house on Upper Street. Present place of worship was 
secured by the gift of the lot by Mr. Burce (white). Pastors who 
served were Revs. John Morgan, Joe Dancer, Whitesides, Moore, 
Strauss, Irvin, Bigbee, Quarrells, Allen, Johnson, Bell, Gilbert, and 
the present pastor, R. H. Tolley, who has served successfully for eight 
years. The church is well organized with Deacon and Trustee Boards, 
Sunday School, Missionary Society, Senior and Junior Choirs, and 
several clubs. Also a competent organist and church clerk. 


Mary E. Buckner, Editor. 
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POLK MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH 
Mortonsville, Ky. 


The Hillsborough Baptist 
Church (white) organized in 
1802, granted the founders of 
the Mortonsville Baptist Church 
permission to organize an_ in- 
dependent Negro church the 
third Sunday in December, 
1853. <A tribute was paid to the 
founders of the African Baptist 
Church at Mortonsville, Febru- 
ary 18, 1934 and those who 
granted the permission, whose 
names are as follows: McConnel, 
Wilhoit, Woolfolk, Nash, Ball, 
O’Neal, Graves, Naives, Boone, 
Christopher, Carpenter, Fields, 
Camel, Hammond, Singleton, 
and Singleton Shouse. 


BETHSAIDA BAPTIST CHURCH 
Jonestown, Ky. 


Bethsaida Baptist Church, Jonestown, Ky., organized more than 
fifty-six years ago. Rev. L. J. Johnson, pastor. 
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CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH 
Louisville, Ky. 


W. P. OrFutt, Minister 


The Calvary Baptist Church at Fifth and York Streets, is built on a_ 
lot deeded May 7, 1833, Deed book K. K. pp. 3337, by Benjamin Stan- 
berry to Henry Smith (a free man of coolr), a Baptsit preacher for 
one dollar cash, in consideration of his piety and usefulness. 

Calvary has the “Mother Church Lot.” The Fifth Street Baptist 
Church worshipped on this spot until 1845, when they moved to their 
location on Fifth Street between Walnut and Chestnut Streets. The 
members refusing to leave the old spot were known as the York 
Street Baptist Church, and were pastored by the Rev. W. W. Taylor, 
until his death, 1882. During 1883, certain members withdrew from 
the York Street Church and organized the Zion Baptist Church. 

On October 11, 1883, under the direction of a councli presided over 
by Dr. T. T. Eaton, the York Street Church unanimously voted to dis- 
band, and the Calvary Baptist Church was organized; Dr. C. S. 
Dinkins was elected pastor. September 27, 1885, Dr. Dinkins 
resigned and Dr. C. H. Parrish was elected to the pastorate the 
same night. Dr. Parrish enjoyed a successful pastorate of years, during 
which time the membership increased to 1,304 and the property was 
valued at $50,000. Dr. Parrish died April 8, 1931. His funeral was 
held at the Walnut Street Baptist Church (white) and the eulogy was 
delivered by Dr. W. P. Offutt, assisted by Dr. L. K. Williams of Chi- 
cago, Illinois. The same year Dr. Offutt was called to the pastorate 
of Calvary on September 1, 1931. Under his pastorate the church 
has grown in unity, membership, and spiritual fervor. November 30, 
1940, the church building burned and is being repaired and _ re- 
modeled at a cost of over $15,000. 


DIAMOND JUBILEE 155 


HUSBAND STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 
Paducah, Ky. 


Husband Street Baptist Church was organized by the Rev. D. W. 
Crenshaw, who, after pastoring for more than twenty years, retired 
on account of ill health. Rev. L. S. Biles succeeded November, 1941, 
rebuilding the walls of the church and advancing Kingdom interests. 
Mrs. Florence Walker is church clerk. Deacons: W. M. Suggs, Secre- 
tary; David Vinegar, Thomas Titsworth, William Carroll, Floyd 
Matthews, Chester Mahaney, Galveston Stephens, Archie Swoath. 


Husspanp St. Baptist CHOIR 
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JERUSALEM BAPTIST CHURCH 
Henderson, Ky. 


The Jerusalem Baptist Church, Henderson, Kentucky, was organ- 
ized September 14, 1919 by the late Rev. E. C. Chambers of Zion, 


Kentucky. 


Rev. Chambers secured a plot of ground and house from the center 


of Fagan Street and later con- 
verted the same into a church 
building. 

The charter members were: 
Rev. E. C. Chambers, pastor; 
Rev. C. N. Marshall, Deacon 
George Key, Deacon George 
Lauders, Sisters Emma Hatchett, 
and S. A. Cooksey, secretary. 

After the passing of Rev. 
Chambers, this church was suc- 
cessfully pastored by Rev. L. 
Shanklin, Revs. R. C. Walker, 
H. Banks, S. Dunn, and others. 
It was remodeled and _beauti- 
fied in 1939 by Rev. A. L. Red- 
mon, the present pastor who has 
served for nine consecutive 
years. 


Rev. A. L. RepMon, Pastor 
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WEST CHESTNUT STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 
Louisville, Ky. 


In the year 1886, there was a Congregation that worshipped in 
“Independent Son’s Hall” on Broadway Street, between Eighth and 
Ninth, known as the Shilo Baptist Church, pastored by Rey. J. M. 
Morton. This church and the pastor interceded with two other small 
“bodies,” one worshipped on Broadway between Ninth and Tenth, 
the other worshipped on West Green Street. These three churches 
consolidated under the Rey. J. M. Morton, and purchased property 
on Ninth Street, between Broadway and Magazine Street in the year 
1886, and gave themselves the name of the Ninth Street Baptist 
Church. The following ministers pastored: Revs. Jackson, A. A. 
Russell, Rhodes, and J. M. Burley. 


In the year 1898, Rev. W. M. Johnson, D.D., was called to pastor. 
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Under his administration the church has steadily grown numerically, 
spiritually and financially. 


On October 17, 1906, the church purchased the porperty on which 
the Third Christian Church (white) was located. The total cost of 
the church was $9,000. We took possession of the property on the 
first Sunday in May, 1907. 


On September 15, 1916, after paying 
for said property, the church met in a 
regular business meeting, and changed 
the name from “Ninth Street Baptist 
Church,” to “West Chestnut Street Bap- 
tist Church.” 

On “Aprils o> 1921, the church pur= 
chased the property next door on the 
west side of the church, 1729 West 
Chestnut Street, for a parsonage, at the 
cost of $3,600. 

In the year 1927, plans for a new 
building were in progress, however, due 
to the “depression,” the plans were can- 
celed and in 1929, the church was re- 
modeled at the cost of $14,000. 

In the year 1942, the mortgages for 
the remodeling of the church and the 
new furnace were burned, leaving the 
church clear of debt and with a membership of 1,079. The church 
property is valued at $50,000. 


Rev. WM. JOHNSON 
Pastor 
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WEST CHESTNUT STREET MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
Louisville, Ky. 


The Missionary Society of the Ninth Street Baptist Church, which 
is now the West Chestnut Street Baptist Church, was organized Oc- 
tober, 1902 by the pastor, Rev. W. M. Johnson, assisted by Mrs. Vienna 
Parker Parrish. Presidents were: Mesdames Fannie Berry, Katie 
Morris Davis, Katie Tandy, Susie Howard, Ira Ballard, and Hannah 
Calhoun Miller. Officers for 1943: Mesdames Neler Moore, President; 
Lettie Preston, Vice President; Letha Helms, Second Vice President; 
Florence Willis, Third Vice President; Beatrice Barkley, Secretary; 
Ella Styles, Assistant Secretary; Giles Etta Eddens, Treasurer; Roberta 
Knight, Organist; Ella Styles, Assistant Organist; and Ella Mae Wade, 
Chorister. Supervisors of Children: Mrs. Beatrice Barkley, Mrs. Evelyn 
Alford, and Miss Lillian Hicks. Mrs. Mae Larke, Historian. Circle 
Leaders: Mesdames Florence McGhee, Julia Perry, Letha Helms, and 
Mammie Mason. 


Highlights of the Society: The tent meeting, street services, jail 
services, Christmas Cheer, Alms House, Waverly Hills, Red Cross 
Hospital, Marine Hospital, and Sara Martin’s Home. 


Mrs. Neter Moore, President. 
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COLLEGE SOCIETY 
WEST CHESTNUT STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 
Louisville, Ky. 


Officers of College Society, West Chestnut Street Baptist Church, 
Louisville, Ky., organized in 1921: Dr. Wm. Johnson, pastor; Mrs. 
Gertrude Rhea, President: Mrs. Ada Thomas, Secretarv. 
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LAMPTON BAPTIST CHURCH 
Louisville, Ky. 


Just after the close of slavery a group of Christian Negro settlers 
south of Broadway and east of Preston held prayer meetings from 
house to house, and decided they needed a place of worship. Hav- 
ing gone through the hardships of slavery and about to be given 
their freedom, they felt that they should give glory and praise to 
Him who had answered their prayers and the prayers of their fore- 
fathers. 


_ With no place to worship and feeling the need of a leader, they 
prayed for guidance and finally appealed to the Fifth Street Baptist 
Church to send some one to guide them. This church in turn sent 
Rev. Spencer Taylor who organized them into a church and _ they 
located in a carpenter's shop on a lot between Breckinridge and Cald- 
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well, Preston and Jackson Streets, where they worshipped for a 
month or two, then they built a front that faced on Caldwell between 
Preston and Jackson Streets and called it Caldwell Street Baptist 
Church. This building was dedicated March 19, 1867. The first 
sermon was “Upon This Rock I Build My Church and the Gates of 
Hell Shall Not Prevail Against 
It.”" A better text could. not 
have been chosen, for the 
church has stood the many 
storms and temptations through- 
out the years. The first hymns 
used were “Behold The Bleeding 
Lamb,” and “There Is None 
Found Worthy.” Rev. Taylor’s 
pastorate was brief, due to a 
sudden death. The following 
pastors succeeded him: Rev. 
Simcoe, and Rev. J. M. Harris. 

Under the pastorate of Rev. 
J. M. Harris, the congregation 
moved five times—finally settling 
on Lampton Street between 
Preston and Jackson, where the 
name of the church was changed 
to Lampton Street Baptist 
Church. Rev.. Harris served 
eight years after which time a 
call was extended to Rev. C. C. 
Bates in 1882. “He began to “Th a rl 
add to the membership of the Rev. C. H. Owens, Pastor 
church continually, and it was 
necessary to enlarge the church 
on Lampton Street. Under this wonderful leader as the years passed, 
and the congregation grew larger and larger, the building that was 
enlarged became too small. Then he and his co-workers looked for 
larger quarters, finally locating a building on Hancock Street between 
Chestnut and Madison, and in 1904, this property was purchased for 
$9,000. In September of the same year, we moved—changing the 
name of the church to Lampton Baptist Church. 

Rev. C. C. Bates was pastor for 32 years and in that time many 
souls were saved. The successful pastorate of Rev. Bates was brought 
to a close in June, 1914 by his death. He was a pastor among pas- 
tors—always ready to lead or to be among the leaders. 

We were without a pastor for six months. Many applied for the 
place, but during this time we continued to pray and ask for guid- 
ance. God finally directed us to one of our sons, one who had been 
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baptized and brought up under our former pastor—Rev. Bates. That 
person was the late J. M. Williams. 


After pastoring for a number of years, he toa felt the need of a 
larger and more modern church, and in 1922, he called his co-workers 
together and in a few months present edifice was built at a cost of 
$82,000 and paid for in 1930. He was a pastor of which we were 
very proud and we had great reason to rejoice that God had sent us 
another leader. Rev. Williams’ successful pastorate ended November 
22, 1941 with his death. 


Again God directed us to one of our own sons—our present pastor— 
Rey. Charles H. Owens, who was called May 22, 1942. During the 
year he has been pastoring, the interior of the church has been re- 
modeled at a cost of $4,600 which has been paid for. Under his 
leadership, the church has prospered spiritually and financially and 
we believe with God’s help we will continue to grow. 


MT. OLIVE BAPTIST CHURCH 
Louisville, Ky. 


Mt. Olive Baptist Church, 
Louisville, Kentucky, was organ- 
izeayjuiv tb LOOT. ‘Rev. A. W. 
Woodfork was called as pastor. 
Under his leadership, a lot was 
purchased at 617 South Clay 
Street, and a beautiful building 
erected in 1923. Our member- 
ship is three hundred. July 11, 
1942, we celebrated our forty- 
first anniversary. 


Rev. A. W. Wooprork, Pastor 
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THE GREATER MT. SINAI BAPTIST CHURCH 
Lynch, Ky. 


Our Church is making rapid progress under the leadership of our 
pastor. 


Dr. Coleman has served us for eight years, and the Lord has won- 
derfully blessed us under his leadership. Many souls have been 
saved, and the Church has grown in numbers. Since April 2, 1941, 
we have remodeled the church on the “pay as you go plan.” 

Our official staff and loyal members cooperated with the pastor to- 
the extent that there has been no burden on anyone. 


The church has been remodeled to the cost of more than $8,000.00; 
equipped with all modern conveniences—balcony, basement, spacious 
auditorium, steam heat, kitchen and dining room, and ten class rooms. 

Our efficient Deacon Board and loyal members stand high in the 
praise of their pastor. Our staff of officers follows: Deacons C. B. 
Bickerstaff, R. H. Locke, Hill Leverette (treasurer), Robert Breed- 
love, T. M. Means, Jimmie Grier, Charlie Garner, M. C. Bradford, 
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Rey. J. W. Coteman, Pastor 


B. A. Hall, George Harrell, John Breedlove, Preston Ingram, Albert 


Lacey. 

We are blessed with many singing groups, Senior and Junior choirs, 
Bas a chorus, Gospel chorus, No. 1 Vocal chorus, Usher Board 
chorus, and the B. Y. P. U. Musical chorus. 

We are also blessed with a strong Sunday School, a fine B. Y. P. U. 
and a great Missionary department. These departments are at work 
and are one hundred per cent with the pastor's program. 


C. E. Mutumns, Clerk. 
Rosert Porter, Assistant Clerk, 
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MAIN STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 
Hopkinsville, Ky. 


The Main Street Baptist Church, Hopkinsville, Ky., was organized in 
1885 with 14 members by Rev. E. Ritchie. The first building was a 
brick store-house with a tin top and three gables (it was called “tin 
top’). During the 58 years of this church’s existence it has been re- 
modeled three times. Under the pastorate of Rev. M. Kirby it was 
changed in and outside, beautiful windows installed, moved pulpit 
from rear to the front of the church, and installed the first baptistry 
among our group in the city. The following pastors have served: 
Revs. E. Ritchie, Ben Garrett, E. Silvers. N. Bronaugh, M. Kirby, and 
the present pastor, J. R. Hunt. The present deacon board is com- 
posed of: Deacons Charlie Shelby, Charlie Whitlock, Major Cox, 
Walker Irvin, Walter Mumford, Wm. Bowles, B. C. Cayce, Thurmond 
Cayce, Jasper Brown, Emmett Jackson. Our present pastor came 
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to us in 1932. The church was 
under a heavy mortgage of $7,- 
000.00. Under his untiring ef- 
forts and loyal membership the 
debt has been paid, over 250 
members added to the church, 
the church beautified, new heat- 
ing plant installed, and the 
church has become one of the 
denominational supports. 


Committee: Mother Mary 
Wright and Mary Narsingle. 


Dr. J. R. Hunt, Pastor 


LINCOLN HEIGHTS BAPTIST CHURCH 
Paducah, Ky. 

The Lincoln Heights Baptist Church was organized 1930 through 
the faithful efforts of Brother Al 
Redman, supported by his wife and 
others. Building material for first 
building was donated by Brother 
Tom Hall—Brother Kenny, chair- 
man of Building Committee. Mem- 
bers: Sisters Kenny, Redman, Lucy 
Dillard, Anna Atkins, Parnell, 
Brothers Kenny, Hall, Redman, 
and others. 

Rev. H. E. I. Boaz, Moderator 
Baptist Ministers’, Deacons’ and 
Members’ Association; Pastor of 
Lincoln Heights Baptist Church, 
Paducah, Kentucky. 


Bev, i, 2. I Boaz, Pastor 
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ZION BAPTIST CHURCH 
Georgetown, Ky. 


Organized 1878. 


The following pastors have 
served: 


Revs. R. F. Hutfman/-D. Ww. 
Seals, W. J. M. Price,» James 
Miller, E. W. Hawthorn, H. C. 
Bocker, T. H. Smith, J. W. Hay- 
wood and Rev. A. L. Pearson, 
D.D., present pastor. 


Mrs. B. F. Lewis Mrs. E. A. JACKSON 


Organist, Sunday School teacher, Directress of the Junior Choir, 
a living example of church President of the N. G. U., So- 
loyalty. ciety leader and organizer. 


Deacon C. L. CROCKETT 


Mrs. RACHEL BROWN Prayer meeting leader for the 


One of the landmarks of our past twenty years, and church 
church. treasurer. 
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Mrs. Lizzi ARRINGTON 


The widow of the late Deacon 

Moses Arrington. Her contribu- 

tion to her Lord through the 

church cannot be expressed in 
words. 


Me. B. F. Patrerson 


Superintendent of the Sunday 
School; Chairman of the Board 
of Deacons. Institute Conduct- 
or of the-H.-C. M. Ee sundae 
School Convention. Religious 
teacher and_ lecturer. 
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HILL STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 
Louisville, Ky. 


Hitt Street Baptist CHuRcH Rev. H. C. MircHe.y, Pastor 


Prior to its present location at Twenty-Fourth and Cedar Streets, the 
original Hill Street Baptist Church, founded by the late Rev. C. B. 
Smiley in 1895, occupied a site on Hill Street between Twelfth and 
Thirteenth. 


After being destroyed by fire in 1925, it was rebuilt a year later. 
In June of 1937, Rev. H. C. Mitchell was called to take over pastoral 
duties, in which capacity he has diligently served ever since. In 
1941, the property was purchased by the U. S. Housing Commission. 
The present church was acquired immediately after. 


A Sunday School known as the Busy Bee Sunday School was the 
nucleus from which the late Rev. C. B. Smiley founded the Hill 
Street Baptist Church. Mrs. Gertrude Ray and Mr. Claude R. Smiley 
are the only two remaining members of the Busy Bee Sunday School. 
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ZION BAPTIST CHURCH 
Louisville, Ky. 


Rev. G. H. Winsteap, Pastor 


Zion Baptist Church. Inset—Rry. CrarcHeap, Ex-Pastor 


Zion Baptist Church was organized August 8, 1878. The first 
church edifice was erected by Rev. W. M. Bell on Center Street near 
Broadway where they worshipped until 1928 when they purchased the 
present site at 22nd and Walnut Streets. The following pastors have 
served this church: Revs. M. M. Bell, R. T. Huffman, W. R. Davis, 
G. E. Scott, W. M. Jamison, W. H. Craighead, and G. H. Winstead. 
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GETHSEMANE BAPTIST CHURCH 
Louisville, Ky. 
Rev. R. H. Hucues, Pastor 


The Gethsemane Baptist Church, Louisville, Ky., was organized 
May 38, 1910, after a revival meeting conducted by Rev. Hughes, 
with nine chartered members: Jessie Hoskins, Caesar Morgan, Jerry 
Carothers, John Taylor, Lula Hoskins, Stella Walton, Mary Miles, 
Ella Alexander, and Sallie Walton. The first service was held in a 
room on South Floyd Street. The steadily growing congregation pur- 
chased a lot from Daniel C. Amos and erected a building thereon in 
1910. The continued growth led to the purchasing of an additional 
lot and the erection of the present building in 1921. 


The first Sunday School was organized May 7, 1910. The Church 
now is organized into many active groups for both young people and 
adults, and is a potent force for Kingdom building and community 
uplift. The present building was remodeled in 1939. This church 
has had but one pastor, Rev. R. H. Hughes, and now stands free of 
all indebtedness. 
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HARRODS CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
Harrods Creek, Ky. 
Harrods Creek Baptist Church, Harrods Creek, Ky., was organized 


May, 1891, by Rev. Miller, with a membership of 22; services were 
held in the school building. Rev. John Roddy, first pastor, held a 
revival; 26 persons were converted. Church edifice was erected in 
1892. 


Some of tne former pastors were Revs. E. T. Offutt, Harrison Ken- 
nedy, Virgil Taylor, Hardin F. 
Johnson, and others. In 1913, 
the church was blown down by 
a tornado, rebuilt by Rev. Har- 
rison Kennedy as pastor.. In 
103o%, = flood damaged: ‘the 
church; was remodeled by Rev. 
HF. Johnson as pastor. Rev. 
E. H. Young, former pastor of 
Harrisonville, Kentucky, First 
Baptist Church, 1932-39, was 
called to Harrods Creek Baptist, 
June, 1940. He is a member of 
Green Street Baptist Church, 
where he was ordained in 1932. 
He attended Simmons University 
and received instructions from 


Rev. H. W. Jones. 


The church has _ prospered 
spiritually and financially as well 
as in attendance—26 add 'tion<. 
The building has been _ re- 
decorated inside and out with 
$1,500 expenses.- There is no 
indebtedness to date. Form- Rev. E. H. Younc, Pastor 
experience as a pastor has been 
the means of his faithfulness to 
the cause and splendid leadership that he possesses. He has served 
with credit and dignity. 


A loyal set of deacons, namely: Charles Kennedy, Harry Mack, Sr., 
Jas. T. Taylor, Ernest Stone, Dennis McGruder, Moore Trowel, and 
W. C. Brown, attorney. 
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CABLE BAPTIST CHURCH 
Louisville, Ky. 


Cable Baptist church was organized about 1889 with our present 
pastors, deacons, and trustees making thirteen in number. Rapid 
progress has been made under the leadership of Rev. Mason. The 
present officers are faithful in their duties in Kingdom building. G. 
W. Galloway, recording secretary; Fred Ewing, clerk; G. W. Gallo- 
way, Sunday School superintendent, and Isaiah Mason, assistant 


CABLE Baptist CHURCH 


Rev. I. H. Mason, Pastor 


superintendent, are the officers of Sunday School. Senior choir: 
Sisters Phillips, president; A. L. Boller, secretary; Brother Campbell, 
vice president; Usher Board: Sisters L. Reed, president; T. Woodward, 
vice president; G. Galloway, secretary. Missionary Society: Sisters, 
I. Mosley, president; L. Reed, vice-president; C. Caldwell, secretary. 
Busy Bee Club: Sister H. Allen, president; Brother W. Carter, vice- 
president; Sister I. H. Mason, secretary. 

Business Women’s and Men’s Club: Sisters, M. Marshall, president; 
C. Caldwell, vice-president; F. Watson, secretary. Peaceful Twelve: 
Sister A. Netter, president; T. Woodward, secretary. B. Y. P. U.; 
G. Galloway, president; W. Smith, vice-president; I. H. Mason, secre- 
tary. Pastor’s Aid: Sisters C. Pendleton, M. Brewer and A. L. Boller. 
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GREENSBURG BAPTIST CHURCH 
Greensburg, Ky. 

The Greensburg Baptist Church was constituted in 1867. Rev. 
John Harding was one of its earliest pastors. Brother Stephen Gopton 
was one of its earliest members. Since the establishment of the 
church, the following men have been pastors: Revs. G. Moore, A. R. 
Graves, D. A. Rice, Willis Cowherd, W. G. Howard, Rev. William 
Harris, who is responsible for the construction of the new edifice that 
we worship in at present. At his death, 

Rev. S. H. Johnson became pastor; he was 
succeeded by Rev. Brent Hudson, Rev. H. | 
L. Graves, and Rev. W. G. Mitchell. Some 
of the early deacons were: Beverley Lewis, 
David Cowherd, Letcher Mitchell, John 
Wakefield, Robert Williams, George W. 
Taylor, Watt Taylor, Gaines Strader, John 
Strader, Dave Vaughn, James Vaughn, 
Wilson Marshall, and Henry Gaddie. At 
present, the church is under the pastoral 
care of Rev. A. J. Baxter. Deacons Elmer C es 
Mitchell, George A. Taylor, William A. 
Taylor, James A. Williams, Keith G. Bar- Rev. A. J. BAXTER 
nett, Ernest Williams, and Henry Roach. An Pastor 
enrollment of ninety-six members.  Treas- 
urer: Deacon George A. Taylor. The Sunday School was organized 
during the early 1870’s shortly after the establishment of the church. 
Among the aly superintendents were Brothers Henry Chelf, Henry 
Hazell, William H. Taylor, Dudd Wakefield, W. O. Woolridge, and 
Sister Susie Hazell. Of that number, all are deceased except Brother 
W. O. Woolridge. Some of the early teachers were Misses Letitia 
Lewis, Catherine Marshall, Vergie Patterson, Vattenia Patterson, 
Luverta E. Roberts, Messrs. W. H. Taylor, George W. Taylor, C. V. 
Haynes, H. E. Goodloe, and Mesdames Eleanor B. Ward and Fannie 
M. Taylor. The Sunday School is now organized as follows: Super- 
intendent, Anna D. Calhoun; Assistant Superintendent, Berdie Mar- 
shall; Secretary, Mary E. Wilson; Treasurer, Hattie Taylor; teachers: 
L. A. Diggs, Willie White, Grace Roach, Sallie Hazell, and Hattie 
Calhoun. Sunday School Convention Fund Treasurer: Nancy C. Cal- 
houn. Junior Sunday School Officers: Superintendent: Hattie Cal- 
houn; Assistant Superintendent, Garnita Forster; and Secretary, 
Stella Mae Williams. The B. Y. P. U. was organized in 1921 under 
the leadership of Rev. S. H. Johnson. Presidents were: L. H. White, 
J. F. Calhoun, George A. Taylor, Susie Hazell, W. O. Woolridge, 
Sallie Hazell and William Shively. The present officers are: Presi- 
dent, William Shively; Secretary, Stella M. Williams; Treasurer, L. H. 
White; teachers, L. A. Diggs, Grace Roach, and Sallie Hazell. 

ANNA D. Catnoun, Clerk. 
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FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH 
Louisville, Ky. 


The Friendship Baptist 
Church, Louisville, Ky., was or- 
ganized July 26, 1924 by Rev. 
W. M. Moses, a student of Sim- 
mons University with seven bor- 
rowed members from the Ebe- 
nezer Baptist Church. Today its 
membership has grown to over 
two hundred and fifty members 
under the following _ pastors: 
Revs. W. M. Moses, W. H. 
Flayes... |e (i. "Simipson, sels: 
Witherspoon, and the present 
pastor, G. W. Stewart. 


BrorHer L. E. Moore, 
Church Clerk. 


SISTER HAZEL JONEs, 
Assistant Clerk. 


Rey. G. W. Stewart, Pastor 
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FOURTH STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 
Owensboro, Ky. 


The first church building was a log cabin, built in the year of 1835. 
The present church was erected in the year 1893 by the pastoral lead- 
ership of Rev. S. E. Smith. The following persons have pastored our 
church during the past one hundred and eight years: Revs. Isom 
Howard, Stephen Griffith, G. W. Dupee, D.D.; S. Berry, Caldwell E. 
Newsom, Moses Harding, C. H. Clark, S. E. Smith, A. D. Hurt, W. H. 
Williams, E. H. Smith, and C. C. Sykes. The church has no pastor at 
present. 

Howarp McFariaAnp, Chairman of Deacon Board. 
L. R. Jones, Church Clerk. 


S. L. BARKER, Chairman of Pulpit Committee, 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
Paris, Ky. 


D 


First BApPTist CHURCH 


Rev. J. T. BENNETT, Pastor 


The First Baptist Church, Paris, was organized in 1855 by Rev. 
Elisha Green, its first pastor. He was born a slave in 1818, but died 
a free man. This church was set aside by the white Baptist Church 
as a subordinate body. This did not meet the approval of Rev. Green, 
therefore, he secured an old stable where they worshipped under um- 
brellas in rainy weather. However, they soon built a small worship- 
ping place and in 1859, the present building was erected. During the 
thirty years of Rev. Green’s pastorate the church made wonderful 
progress. Other pastors and their accomplishments: Revs. John Fish- 
er, served eighteen months; H. B. Webster, served faithfully twenty- 
four years; he was loved by both white and colored; J. H. Taylor, 
during his three years of service, purchased an individual Communion 
Set and gave the church other progressive ideas; M. L. Porter, pur- 
chased ground for a new church building. He resigned after three 
years; J. C. Cross, remodeled the church and changed the name from 
the “African Baptist” to its present name, during his three years of 
labor with us; M. E. Wilson was a very progressive, intelligent, chris- 
tian gentleman. He had a fine program and the church made wonder- 
ful improvements under his administration. After ten years, he re- 
signed to go to Ohio. Rev. J. T. Bennett is our present pastor and is a 
fine Christian gentleman, splendid leader and pastor. 


COMMITTEE 
Miss J. E. Buford Brother H. L. Burrell 
Brother Chas. Scroggins Sister Edna Dunson 
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FIRST SAMUEL BAPTIST CHURCH 
Louisville, Ky. 


Organized April 24, 1924. 
REv. E. D. W. BouccEss, Pastor 


MT. CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH 
Owensboro, Ky. 


Rev. S. C. Green, founder and 
pastor of Mt. Calvary Baptist 
Church, Owensboro, Kentucky; 
organized June, 1936, with ten 
members at Fifth and Vine 
Streets. Rev. G. S. Green served 
as Moderator and Organizer. 
This group has grown to a mem- 
bership of over two hundred. A 
lot purchased in October, 1940 
and house of worship erected at 
a cost of $5,000. 
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MT. SINAI BAPTIST CHURCH 
Louisville, Ky. 


The Mt. Sinai Baptist Church, 
Louisville, was organized in 
1930 by Dr. M. B. Lanier and 
others with seven members. This 
church began with the late Rev. 
Homer Smith, who pastored it 
from 1930-1934. The charter 
members were: Homer Harring- 
ton, Ethel Harrington, Florence 
Green, Harry Green, Earnest 
Hall, Carrie Smith, and Philip 
Reid. 


Rev. A. L. Henry was called 
in 19384 and has done much for 
the advancement of this church. 


Our worshipping place was re- 
modeled in 1942. 


Rev. A. L. Henry, Pastor 


DIAMOND JUBILEE 18 


EBENEZER BAPTIST CHURCH 
Louisville, Ky. 


The Ebenezer Baptist Church 
has stood for more than a half 
century as a light house to the 
community in which it is lo- 
eateds Uhe Kev. Paul C. Cayce 
was called to its pastorate thirty- 
three years ago and has led 
Ebenezer from one accomplish- 
ment to another until today she 
occupies a very unique place in 
shaping the character of the 
community. 

Among the notable accom- 
plishments achieved under the 
leadership of Dr. Cayce are the 
addition of between eight and 
nine hundred persons to the 
church; the complete remodel- 
ing and renovation of the church 
plant, the paying off of all in- 
debtedness and the burning of 
the mortgage on the property. 
The rendition of a real service 


Rev. Paut C. Cayce, Pastor 
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has been given, not only to those of her own communion, but to all 
who came within the pale of her ministry. 


July 11, 1943 the mortgage was burned in the presence of a large 
gathering of the membership. Dr. Cayce is among those listed in 
loyalty and devotion to his Lord and Christ. 


LANIER BAPTIST CHURCH 
Louisville, Ky. 


The Lanier Baptist Church, 1418 West Broadway, was organized 
March 16, 1925. Superintendent of Sunday School, L. C. Snow; 
Chairman Trustee Board, Rev. Robert W. James; Church Clerk, Mrs. 
Fave Bruce; Pastor, Rev. M. B. Lanier. 


DIAMOND JUBILEE 185 


FIFTH STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 
Louisville, Ky. 


The naming of a church after a street is sometimes a disadvantage. 
at the church should attain prominence and desire to change its loca- 
tion it would be loath to part with the name by which it had become 
famous. There are several churches in our city which have had this 
experience, among which may be mentioned the Walnut Street Bap- 
tist Church, now located at Third and St. Catherine Streets. It was 
originally the First Baptist 
Church (white) and had it re- 
tained its name, its present loca- 
tion would not be a misfit. An- 
other church of this character is 
the Fifth Street Baptist Church 
which is outstanding nationally 
because of its unique history. It 
was originally named the First 
African Baptist Church. This 
name should have been re- 
tained because our church is the 
oldest Negro church in Louis- 
ville. 

In the days of slavery it was 
customary for the slaves to be- 
long and worship in the church 
to which their masters belonged. 
The First Baptist Church 
(white) of which we have pre- 
viously spoken had a large num- 
ber of Negro members, so much 
so that by 1829 the Negro mem- 
bership was greater than the 
white. Somehow or other the — Rey, W. Aucusrus Jones, Pastor 
white peoples worship just 
“Don't suit us.” We have our 
own peculiarities which he cannot understand and we can get better 
results when we worship to ourselves. So these colored people asked 
permission to be allowed to worship to themselves. This request was 
granted and on the first Sunday in November, 1829 they were set 
apart as a mission under the supervision of the Mother Church (now 
the Walnut Street Baptist Church) and were located in the neighbor- 
hood of Eighth and Market Streets. The white people supplied the 
pulpit, church clerk and superintendent and teachers for the Sunday 
School until the Rev. Henry Adams, a highly educated colored free- 
man from Georgia was called to the pastorate. 
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In 1834 the congregation was enabled to secure a better location 
through the instrumentality of a white friend named Stansberry. Ac- 
cordingly they purchased a piece of property at Fifth and York 
Streets, a site now occupied by Calvary Baptist Church. In 1844 the 
First Christian Church, now located at Fourth and Breckenridge 
Streets, moved to Fourth and Walnut Streets, and left vacant a one- 
story building on Fifth Street between Walnut and Chestnut Streets. 
This was offered to our church and purchased by them for $5,000 
because they desired to locate closer to town. The beautiful audi- 
torium, a marvel of architectural achievement in which we now wor- 
ship was added in later years. None of us who enjoy worshiping here 
were living when this structure was built. It has come down to us 
as an heritage and we would be ungrateful indeed, if we did not 
maintain and preserve it. It can be seen from this that in the 113 
years of our exsitence we have had but three sites for worship. 

Another unique point in our history is the fact that all our pastors 
have been chosen from among our own membership. When the Rey. 
Henry Adams, who served 33 years, began to grow weak, a stalwart 
member of our church, the Rev. Andrew Heath was there to hold 
up his arms. With the passing of Rev. Adams, Rev. Heath became our 
second pastor. He served 14 years and as he grew feeble, another 
member of our church, a long tall young man from the country, Rey. 
John H. Frank, was there to lend assistance. With the passing of 
Rev. Heath, Rev. Frank became our third pastor. The 50 years of 
Dr. Frank’s pastorate was fraught with a leadership second to none. 
As a theologian he was nationally known. His culture, scholarship 
and dignified bearing will ever be remembered by those who knew 
him. He has passed on to join Adams and Heath, his predecessors, 
but before his passing, tradition again asserted herself and Rev. W. 
Augustus Jones, another son of Fifth Street, was called to serve the 
Mother Church and is now at present serving in a most acceptable 
manner following in the wake of his predecessors, keeping the “Blood 
stained banner” floating high and leading on to higher ground. Under 
the leadership of Rev. Jones our church has adopted the Budget Sys- 
tem and is therefore self-sustaining. A splendid example for others 
to follow. , 

The Public School System had its beginning in Fifth Street Baptist 
Church growing out of a private school established in the basement 
of our church by Rev. Henry Adams, our first pastor, whose scholarly 
attainments were such that he could speak three languages. This 
was the first school for Negroes in Louisville. The one hundredth 
anniversary of this event was fittingly celebrated in 1942 by the edu- 
cators of the city with appropriate exercises at Louisville Municipal 
College. 

Our Church is also a pioneer in denominational work as evidenced 
by the Diamond Jubilee Celebration of the General Association of 
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Negro Baptists in Kentucky which held its sessions in the Mother 
Church. In addition to the General Association, the National Baptist 
Convention (Inc.), the Baptist Women’s Educational Convention, 
the Baptist Women’s Missionary Convention, the City Deacons’ Union 
and the latest of them, the Baptist Laymen. 

In concluding we wish to state that the name of the Fifth Street 
Baptist Church can be found prominently identified with all move- 
ments for the uplift of fallen humanity or the betterment of the race. 

We have made for ourselves a record of fame. Let’s keep it. 

In the name of those gone on before 
Let's not grow weary on the way, 
But carry on till Jesus comes 

To claim his own on that great day. 


FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
Eminence, Ky. 
Rev. J. D. Matruews, Pastor 


The First Baptist Church, Eminence, Ky., was organized about 1866 
in an old abandoned stable by Revs. Alex Taylor, Mack and Brown. 

The following pastors have served: Revs. Samuel, Mose Allen, G. 
W. Ward 19 years, J. M. Million 4 years, E. T. Offutt 3 years, J. F. 
Drane 4 years, E. D. Brown 3 years, H. C. Woolfork 4 years, P. A. 
Carter 9 years, J. I. West 3 years and 4 months, the present pastor, 
J. D. Matthews. 

Because of lost records we cannot give a list of charter members 
and deacons. Two of the oldest members of this church are Sister 
Martha Moore who saw the first load of lumber put on the ground 
for the first church building; and G. W. Cowherd who has served as a 
deacon for more than 45 years. 

Our first worshipping place was in an old stable and from there we 
moved to the present location where the first building was erected 
by Rev. Madison and remodeled by Rev. Ward. The present build- 
ing was built by Rev. Drane. The basement and annex were added 
by Rev. Woolfork. The first parsonage was purchased by our present 
pastor and the present parsonage was made possible by Sister Nannie 
Jones’ will. 

Under the present pastor the church is making progress in every 
phase of Kingdom work. Some remodeling has been done and a fine 
record system instituted. 

J. W. ArmstTRONG, Treasurer. 
ANNIE HaAybeENn, Clerk. 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
Danville, Ky. 
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First Baptist Church, Danville, Ky.—Continued 


The First Colored Baptist Church, Danville, Kentucky, Rev. P. A. 
Carter, pastor, was organized by the white Baptists of the South Dis- 
trict on the first Sunday in August, 1846, under the name of the Green 
Street Baptist Church. The church house at that time was a frame 
building, situated at the bettom of the hill on East Green Street. Rev. 
Jorden Meaux was the first pastor. The second pastor was Rev. 
Elisha H. Green, who had a 
peaceful and prosperous pastor- 
ate for several years, and retired 
because of old age. The next 
pastor was Rev. Isaac Slaughter, 
who was far ahead of his day. 
The church grew and flourished 
under his leadership to the ex- 
tent that a building was pur- 
chased on Russell Street where 
_a school, known as The Baptist 
Academy was operated. The 
school prospered for a number 
of years. The last teacher was 
Mrs. Belle Wallace. 


The church burned to the 
ground during the pastorate of 
Rev. Slaughter. It was rebuilt 
upon the hill where three brick 
houses now stand, now the 
property of the Jones family. 


Rev. Wallace Fisher was ap- 
pointed to serve as a supply pas- 
tor upon the death of Rev. 
Slaugnter.= After six months, 
Rey. David Slaughter (not re- Rev. P. A. Carter, Pastor 
lated to Isaac Slaughter) was 
called to the pastorate of the church. He served as pastor for six 
years. 


In the spring of 1898, the church by a unanimous vote extended a 
call to Rev. J. Edmond Wood of Elizabethtown, Kentucky. Rev. 
Wood was a young man, a student of the Bible, a man with a vision, 
and a great faith in God. His faith was so great that he was able to 
accomplish many things for his Master. His first great accomplish- 
ment after taking charge of the church, was the bringing of peace 
out of the great confusion which existed in the church. 
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The outstanding material accomplishment of Dr. Wood as pastor 
of the church was the moving from Green Street to the corner of 
Second and Walnut Streets, where under his leadership a large com- 
modious brick church building was erected. This building stands 
today as a living monument to this Prince of Preachers, who planned 
the building from top to bottom. The First Baptist Church of Dan- 
ville, and the name of J. Edmond Wood are known all over this 


country. 


A few months after the death of Rev. Wood, the church extended 
a call to Rev. G. Hamilton Mar- 
tin of St. Louis, Mo. His pas- 
torate was of short duration. At 
the close of the administration 
of Rev. Martin, the church ap- 
pointed Rev. J. F. K. Moreland 
to serve as pastor until a reg- 
ular pastor was called. After 
three months, a call was ex- 
tended the Rev. P. A. Carter of 
Frankfort. 


Rev. Carter, a young man, a 
born minister, orthodox to the 
core, and studious, has the re- 
spect of his members and 
friends. Under his leadership 
the church has grown by leaps 
and bounds, and_ today this 
great church is clear of debt, 
and has a handsome savings ac- 
count. First Baptist Church, 
Danville, is one of the best or- 
ganized churches in the coun- 
try. Rev. Carter was a God-sent man to our church. The member- 
ship is proud of him, and delights in following his leadership. 

Mrs. ESTELLE JEFFERSON, Church Clerk. 


Rev. J. E. Woop, Ex-Pastor 


SUNDAY SCHOOL 


The First Baptist Sunday School was organized the first Sunday in 
August, 1846. It is supposed that the first superintendent was the 
first pastor, Rev. Jordon Meaux. Through these years, the Sunday 
School has prospered under some of the best men and women as 
superintendents and teachers. Chief among them was Dr. B. F. 
Jones who was superintendent for a number of years, and was the 
first to grade the Sunday School. 
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Our present staff of teachers are some of the best talent that Dan- 
ville affords. Our present superintendent, Joseph Sinkler, has led the 
Sunday School very successfully for 16 years. We support the train- 
ing school for teachers which has been conducted by our pastor, Rev. 
Pee) Garter: 

The Women’s Bible Class was organized about 25 years ago by the 
late Rev. J. Edmund Wood. “Mrs. Lula C. Frances was its first presi- 
dent and is now serving the 25th year. They have contributed to the 
financial support of the Sunday School regularly, as well as to the 
church. Mrs. Martha Jones, a charter member of this class has served 
as treasurer of the Sunday School for about 25 years. 

The following are the officers 
and teachers now serving: 

Rev. P. A. Carter, pastor. 

Joseph H. Sinkler, Superin- 
tendent. 

Mrs. Jeanette Cowan, Assist- 
ant Superintendent. 

Miss Katie Lue Price, Secre- 
tary. 

Nannie B. Shannon, Assistant 
Secretary. 

Mrs. Martha Jones, Treasurer. 

Leslie Kemper, Librarian. 

Mrs. L. C. Hayes, Pianist. 

Adult Department: Superin- 
tendent, Minnie Adams; R. R. 
Bright, Newton Jones, Blanche 
Owsley, Katie Lue Price, Rev. 
Lewis Faulkner. 

Primary Department: Georgia 
Doneghy, Superintendent; Mag- 
gie E. Jones, Mrs. Dallas Jones, 
Mrs. Ruth Garr, and Mrs. Jean- 
ette Cowan. | ? 

Intermediate | Department: Joseph Sinkler, Superintendent 
Superintendent, Mrs. Lula C. 

Frances; Mrs. L. C. Hayes, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Hancock, Mrs. Adolphus Reynolds, Mrs. Chas. Gray. 

Musical Staff: Mrs. L. C. Hayes, Julia M. Hayes, Lola T. Dale, G. B. 
Doneghy, and Johnetta Cooper. 

Cradle Roll Department: Mrs. N. H. Hayes, Superintendent. 

Home Department: Mrs. Sallie Bond, Superintendent. 
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Boxvor.U: 


The History of the B. Y. P. U. of First Baptist Church of Danville, 
Ky., Marie B. Shields, president; Rev. P. A. Carter, pastor. 


This B. Y. P. U. was organized by Dr. J. E. Wood many years ago 
and has not failed in all these years to function summer and winter. 
Many years ago we adopted the Mottoes—All Baptist Young People 
Utilized, and we study that we may serve and Training in Church 
Membership. and we take the liberty, to go a little further that is, We 
discover talent and develop it. Yes we agree and know, that the 
B. Y. P. U. is the Training-Service of a Baptist Church. This B. Y. 
P. U. has been a great help financially to the Church in that they 
have given $100 several years. 
Donated to the Church a hand- 
some Pulpit Bible and other 
little things too numerous to 
mention. We hold the B. Y. P. 
U. sessions at 6:30 from Oc- 
tober to May first and 7 p. m. 
from May to October and have 
a wonderful bunch of fine young 
people. 


Mrs. Marie B. Shields is 
President and has been for a 
long period of years. The pres- 
ent secretary is Miss Alberta 
Fields. 


WOMEN’S IMPROVEMENT 
CLUB 


This club was organized forty 
years ago by that prince of pas- 
tors, Rev. J. Edmund Wood, 
D.D., and has rendered untold 
service in a financial way until 
this very day. 


Mrs. Martie SHIELDS 


For forty years this club has kept on toiling through the sunshine 
and the rain, through bright days as well as dark days, while other 
clubs have fallen by the wayside, but this club kept on the firing line 
answering the church’s every call and obeying every command. 


This club was organized with 36 members, today we number 78. 
We are proud of the personnel of the membership. 
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Mrs. M. E. JONEs Mrs. Georcia B. DONEGHY 


The following persons have served as presidents: Malinda Doneghy, 
Suella Frye, Bessie J. Young, Catherine Summers, Maria Bridgwaters, 
Amilee Bright, Marie B. Shields, Carrie B. Doneghy, Matilda W. Jones, 
and our own Mrs. Georgia B. Doneghy who has served us for seven 


years. 
Mrs. Georcia B. Donrcuy, President. 


Mrs, FANNIE Hines, Secretary. 


Miss Macctr E. JonEs, Treasurer. 
# 
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STATE STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 
Bowling Green, Ky. 


State Street Baptist Church. Inset—Rev. R. H. Johnson, Pastor. 


The State Street Baptist Church was organized in the year 1838. 
Several members asked for letters of dismission from the white 
Baptist“church to form a church of their own. A meeting was called 
and the First African Baptist Church was organized, calling for its 
pastor, Nelson Loving, which place he filled with credit until his death. 

During the years 1868-74, the Reverend J. F. Thomas pastored the 
church, and its growth was tremendous, and, in a very short time it 
was known throughout the state and nation. To care for a growing 
congregation, a fine brick church was erected. | 

Ever progressing, the years 1886-94 found the church attempting 
to meet the needs of the people socially, and educationally. So great 
was the need at this period for teachers and preachers, that Simmons 
Memorial College was founded, and operated by the church. From 
this school went forth preachers and teachers to serve in many pul- 
pits and class rooms. Dr. Robert Mitchell, who was pastor at this 
time, kept the church ever-mindful of her task to meet the growing 
needs of the people. 


DIAMOND JUBILEE 195 


While in the midst of preparation to entertain the Baptist Women’s 
Educational Convention in 1898, a fire of unknown origin destroyed 
the church building. No time was lost, for C. G. Fishback, a great 
leader, soon inspired the people to build and, one of the finest 
churches in the country was built which stands today as a memorial 
to the members of yester-year. 

The years 1929-37, under the leadership of Dr. S. E. Hoard, brought 
the people together once again to address themselves to the work of 
the Lord. The church was revived and much was done in bringing 
the church into a closer fellowship. Many of her sons went forth to 
preach and to serve in other fields. 

The church has had 21 pastors. Each one has made some con- 
tribution to its growth and prominence. They are the Reverends 
Nelson Loving, Gilbert Graham, J. F. Thomas, A. Allenworth, George 
Dupee, W. H. Butler, Grant, G. A. Clark, P. W. Bolliver, C. C. Stums, 
Eugene Evans, Robert Mitchell, C. G. Fisherback, E. Bullock, W. R. 
Payne, Robert Mitchell, J. F. Drane, D. J. Hull, W. P. Offutt, S. E. 
Hoard, and Reggie H. Johnson. 

The church today, true to its trust, still is marching on in an en- 
deavor to meet the challenge of sin and unrighteousness. 


MT. ZION BAPTIST CHURCH 
Bowling Green, Ky. 
Founded 1886. 


Rev. JessE H. Taytor, Pastor 
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MT. PISGAH BAPTIST CHURCH 
Lewisburg, Ky. 


Rev. R. H. OtpHam, Pastor 


ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH 
Evarts, Ky. 


The Rev. E. D. Williams has 
pastored the St. John Baptist 
Church since August 4, 1937. 
The present church building was 
started in 1937 and completed 
in 1940 at a cost of $1,710.00. | 


It is now clear of all indebt- 
edness with deeds and records 
on file in the local bank. The 
loyal members and many friends 
have made it possible for this in- 
stitution dedicated to God for 
worship of which we are very 
thankful. 


J. J. Coampers, Clerk. Rev. E. D. Wiii1aMs, Pastor 
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GREEN STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 
Louisville, Ky. 


Green Street Baptist Church 


Green Street Baptist Church 


was organized September 29, 
1844 and has had four pastors: 
Revs. Wells R. Sneathen, D. A. 
Gaddie, and H. W. Jones. The 
present building cost $125,000. 
Has a large congregation, graded 
Sunday School, B. Y. P. U., Mis- 
sionary, and Educational So- 
cieties. Has three choirs; has 
sent,0ut thirty-seven preachers. 
Some of the most substantial 
citizens are active members of 
this church. 


Rev. H. W. Jones, Pastor 
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PLEASANT GREEN BAPTIST CHURCH 
Lexington, Ky. 


Pleasant Green Baptist Church 


This church site has been owned and occupied by the Pleasant 
Green Church for one hundred twenty-one years. The history of the 
church, however, extends beyond the present site. The chronology 
follows, which is proved by Fayette County Court records to be faith- 
ful and true. 

Organized 1790—Founder and pastor, “Old Rev. Captain.” 

1790-1822—Worshipped at Timestone and Maxwell Streets. 

August, 1822—Purchased present site, deed for which is to trustees 
of African Baptist Church. 

Summer of 1823—Pastor Captain died. 

1829—Name changed from African Baptist to Pleasant Green. 

The deeds to both sites are to the African Baptist Church, and now 
Pleasant Green stands on ground the deed for which reads “to trustees 
of African Baptist Church,” Deed Book W, Page 11, Fayette Court 
Record of Deeds. 

This is the original African Baptist Church, the only church found- 
ed and pastored by “Old Captain,” and which remained loyal to him 
until he died. This is the only church in Lexington on a site the 
deed for which is to African Baptist Church. Because of these un- 
broken records the church is the oldest colored congregation west of 
the Allegheny Mountains. 
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From 1790 until the present the 
church has had _ sixteen pastors. 
The present building has _ the 
largest seating capacity of any 
church in Eastern Kentucky, and 
the finest organ in the state. This 
organ is equipped with chimes. 
The structure was erected under 
the pastorate of the late Dr. E. T. 
Offutt. 

The present pastor, Rev. W. A. 
Jones, son of Dr. and Mrs. H. W. 
Jones, Green Street Church, 
Louisville, is now in his fourth 
year. His former pastorates are 
Evergreen, Lawrenceburg, and 
First Church, Nicholasville. He 
end his wife, who was Miss Mary 
E. Gill of Lawrenceburg, are the 
parents of five children. Under 
the present pastorate the debt has 
been reduced from $50,860 to 
$38,100. The church is largelv 


attended and is thriving in all 
ways. Rev. W. A. Jones, Pastor 


ANTIOCH BAPTIST CHURCH 
Lexington, Ky. 


The Antioch Baptist Church, Lexington, Ky., was organized May 
26, 1926 in a tent on its present location. The following things were 
accomplished by our first pastor, the late Rev. H. P. Thomas: the 
church lot at a cost of $300; the first church building, and the present 
church edifice. Our church is progressing under the leadership of our 
present pastor, Rev. A. B. Lee. We are praying that he will live long 


and continue to carry on the good work. 
Rev. A. B. LEE, Pastor: 
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PLEASANT HILL BAPTIST CHURCH 
Clark County 


The Pleasant Hill Baptist Church was organized about 1880 by: 
Charley Bell, Guy Jones, Smith Woodfork, Tom Carter, Perry Richard- 
son, Bettie Hart, Mary Hicks, Sarah Richardson, and Sallie Hampton. 
The church received its name from a suggestion made by Katie 
Hawkins. 

Pastors serving during past 64 years: Revs. Dudley (first) Irvine, 
I. Fuller, B. S. Rawlings, O. Simpson, G. W. Canada, W. M. Dunson, 
G. W. Canada, J. W. Jackson, M. L. Jackson, J. GC. Smith) 5.7 Parks: 
J. W. Jackson, A. B. Lee, and J. E. Bowen, present pastor. 


EVERGREEN BAPTIST CHURCH 

Mt. Sterling, Ky. 

Mt. Sterling Baptist Church begun in 
the white Baptist Church in 1876, Mt. 
Sterling, Kentucky, Rev. T. P. Martin, pas- 


tora Present* pastor isunhevrnyy. exe ocons 
Our church is progressing wonderfully. 


REV, WV20A, SCOTT weaston 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
Covington, Ky. 


This church was organized by Rev. George W. Dupree, D.D., in 
August, 1864, assisted by Rev. Jacob Price, a local minister and busi- 
ness man at Covington. 

Following Rev. Price as pastor was Rev. William Blackburn and 
others, including Rev. F. C. Locust, its present pastor, and who re- 
built it in 1916 and moved it from 13th Street to its present location on 
Ninth Street between Scott and Greenup. 


During Rev. Locust’s 32 years of pastorate, besides purchasing more 
than $65,000.00 worth of church property, including a $9,000 parson- 
age, janitors house, and other properties, he received more than 3,400 
members, baptized 1,100, married over 900 people and attended more 
than 1,600 funerals. 

The First Baptist Church, by God’s amazing grace, is one of the 
outstanding churches of the state and the Baptist denomination in 
Kentucky. 

Rey. Frank Carter Locust, B.Th., D.D., was born in Scott County, 
Ky., October 24, 1882, received such education as the county schools 
afforded, finally making his way to Simmons University, at Louisville, 
Ky., where he graduated from that institution. 

He was converted by Dr. Wyatt, in the Antioch Baptist Church at 
Cincinnati, Ohio, licensed and ordained by that church, and has been 
pastoring the First Baptist Church of Covington, Ky., for the past 32 
years. 
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Dri Fs Gx LocustaRastor 


He has made a great reputation as a preacher, pastor and an evan- 
gelist. He has conducted a great many successful revivals in various 
sections of the country during his ministerial career. 


PORTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH 
Louisville, Ky. 


Rey. A. D. HANssproucu, Pastor Rey. L. A. Orrutr, Deceased 


204 GENERAL ASSOCIATION 


The Portland Baptist Church was organized in the year 1866, Dur- 
ing its seventy-six years, its leaders have been Revs. Thomas Faulk- 
ner, Jackson Rieley, E. W. Reed, E. T. Offutt, W. P. Offutt, L. A. 
Offutt, B. F. Reid, and others who have kept the church connected 
with local and national denominational work. We commend our 
present pastor, Rev. A. D. Hansbrough, for his efficient work, and the 


soul-stirring gospel which he preaches. 
Cuas. Grant, Clerk. 


MT. ZION BAPTIST CHURCH 
Louisville, Ky. 


The Mt. Zion Baptist Church was organized at Brook and Pearl 
Streets by the Rev. P. Vaughn in 1913. Later, the Rev. J. D. Spur- 
ling became the pastor The church then moved to Marshall Street. 
From there, it moved to what was known as the Old Jackson Street 
Methodist Church. After a few 
years of service here, the Rev. 
Spurling resigned. In 1932, the 
Rev. L. R. Hyatt was. called. 
After’ the expiration; soi taree 
years, the church moved to 419 
Madison Street. There, two 
pieces of property were pur- 
chased on which the present 
church was built. 

Clubs: The Independent 
Eight, V. Graves, Persident; 
Zion Wheel, A. Perry, Presi- 
dent; The Business Men’s Club, 
Lee Thomas, President. 

Deacons: Clarence Wilson, 
William Hampton, Joe Graves, 
James Huston, Wally Buford, 
chairman. Bernice Richardson, 
churebuclerio Revels Hoekiyatt, 
Pastor. 


Rev. Lucien R. Hyatr 
Pastor 
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PILGRIM BAPTIST CHURCH 
Midway, Ky. 


Inset—Rey. S. W. FLEetTcuer, Pastor 


The Pilgrim Baptist Church, Midway, Ky., was organized the sec- 
ond Sunday in January, 1872, by the late Rev. J. K. Polk. The follow- 
ing have served the church: Revs. J. K. Polk, T. H. Smith, S. W. 
George, R. L. Bray, and M. L. Jackson. Present Deacons: Harry 
Crittenden, LeGrand Lee, Monroe Price, George Prentice, W. M. Ed- 
wards, L. Banks. James Lampkins, Treasurer; and W. J. Christie, 
Trustee. The church has recently called Rev. S. W. Fletcher as pas- 
tor, and he has accepted the call, and will enter upon the work in 
the near future. Rey. Fletcher comes to our church from Mayslick, 
Ky., after a successful pastorate with the Second Baptist Church of 
Mayslick. 
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SHILOH BAPTIST CHURCH 
Lexington, Ky. 


The Shiloh Baptist Church, Lexington, Ky., was organized in 1898 
under the leadership of Rev. T. Buckner. He pastored the church for 
about twenty years. During this time two frame church buildings 
were erected. 


The Rev. Buckner was succeeded by Rev. M. Moore. During this 
pastorate all indebtedness was paid off and a new brick church build- 
ing was erected at a cost of approximately $25,000.00. In May, 1926 
the mortgage was burned. Rev. Moore was pastor for fourteen years. 


The present pastor, Rev. T. H. Smith was called to succeed Rev. 
Moore and began his work January, 1932. During his eleven years 
of pastorate the church building interior and exterior has been re- 
modeled, all indebtedness paid off, adjoining property purchased, 
annex remodeled, property fenced. In 1940 the first unit of a pro- 
posed annex was begun. It was completed and the incurred in- 
debtedness of approximately $3,400.00 was paid in full at the close 
of 1942. 

Since its organization, numerous souls have been blessed by Shiloh, 
youthful lives rehabilitated and the denominational work of District, 
State and Nation given full support. 


PLEASANT HILL BAPTIST CHURCH 
Providence, Ky. 


Pleasant Hill Baptist Church’s Youth Conference, Providence, Ky. 
Group: Committee on Youth Activities. Seated—Mrs. Victoria Young, Mr. 


Curtis Bishop. Standing—Misses Jessie Norman, Ovenia Mitchell, Corenia 
Morrow, Mrs. Virginia Carter, and Mrs. Geneva Ferguson. 


Rey. P. D. Dennis—Church erected under his leadership. 
Rev. Robert H. Carter, entertaining pastor of the General Association, 1942. 
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SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH 


Cadiz, Ky. 

The Second Baptist Church of Cadiz, 
Ky., was organized in the year 1871 by 
the Rev. Mr. Moorehead, pastor of the 
white Baptist church, and John F. 
White, with twenty members. Only 
one of the charter members survives, 
Mary Ann Martin, now 98 years old. 
The Rey. Moorehead and Rev. White 
would preach for the colored church 
until it called a pastor. The Rev. Wm. 
Waddell was called, and, in a short time, 
250 members were added. The follow- 
ing pastors served until 1880: Revs. 
Chatman, Ross Garr-<P: Dsskinner. an 
1881 Rev. Wm. McRidley was called and 


Rev. W. H. McRIDLEy, 
Deceased 


pastored 51 years. Died 1932. Dr. McRidley, A.B., L.L.D., D.D., was 
an educator and went forth with burning zeal for the work. He or- 
ganized and operated the Cadiz Normal and Theological School; 
owned and operated the Cadiz Informer, and was an unexcelled pastor. 


Rev. C. Epwarps STARNES 
Pastor. 


Much credit is due his wife, 
Annie McRidley, who taught by 
his side and helped operate the 
paper. She survives. Some of 
the workers of that period were 
Martha Harper, Margaret Roach, 
John Mayes, Mary Ann Martin, 
Edmonia Miller, Ida Martin, 
Correy Wharton. Deacons: 
Ephriam Mayes, Carlile Cun- 
ningham, Wm. Miller, Philmore 
White, Tandy Cunningham and 
Clay White.. Pastors: 3 sae 
Gaines, Wm. Holloway and our 
present pastor, C. Edward 
Starnes. Some of the spresen: 
leaders are Superintendent of 
Sunday School, W. T. Martin; 
President B. Y. P. U., Alex H. 
Mayes; Mission Circle: Masie 
Bell, president, Lula M. Starnes, 
Lelia J. Dilliard, Mary Miller, 
Lucy E. Crump, Helen Wilson, 


Sherman Humphrey and Frances Taylor, president of The Sunbeam 


band. 


Avex H. Mayes, Clerk. 
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SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH 
Carrollton, Ky. 


Second Baptist Church. Inset—Rev. J. L. Roberts, Pastor. 


The Second Baptist Church, Carrollton, Kentucky, was organized 
April, 1872, in the basement of the white Baptist Church—their first 
worshipping place. Under the leadership of Rev. S. P. Lewis, we 
moved to the present location and erected the present building. The 
deacons were: Oscar Bradford, Smith Reed, Allen Clay, and James 
W. Harris. Among the pioneer members of our church are James W. 
Harris families. Brother Harris is still active at the age of ninety- 
four years. Some of the pastors who served were: Revs. Flora, H. L. 
Buckman, L. R. Hyatt, H. C. Woolfork, M. H. Ghant, J. L. Roberts— 
the present pastor. Present deacons are: James W. Harris, Perry 
Harris, and John Sanders. This church has served as a soul-saving 
station through the years and is making progress under our present 
pastor. 
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TENTH STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 
Owensboro, Ky. 


The Tenth Street Baptist Church was organized October 26, 1912. 
The present membership is seventy-five. The cornerstone was laid in 
1918, Rev. G. T. Tandy, pastor; remodeled: May, 1937, Revaiaen: 
Jacobs, pastor; Sunday School Superintendent, Mrs. G. Jacobs: Presi- 
dent of the Choir, Mrs. H. Howard; President of B. Y. P. U., Miss V. 
Johnson; President of Missionary Society, Mrs. M. B. Henry; President 
of Pastors Aid, Mrs. P. Steadman; Deacon Board; Trustee Board; 
Church Clerk, J. Huston; Treasurer, Mrs. G. A. Ray. 


CENTER STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 
Owensboro, Ky. 


Organized in 1863. Nine pastors contrib- 
uted to its growth, spiritually and financially. 
Many improvements made on_ building. 
Modern parsonage erected. Dramatic Club, 
Usher Board and Missionary Society contrib- 
uted on indebtedness. Center Street has 
made great progress during the six years of 


Rev. J. W. Wricut, — Pastor Wright’s leadership. 
Pastor 


FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
Burlington, Ky. 
Rey. J. B. PORTERFIELD, Pastor 


The First Baptist Church of Burlington, Kentucky was organized 
in 1881 by the Rev. Randolph Campbell, an old veteran of the cross. 
Since the church was organized, a number 
of leading pastors have filled the pulpit— 
doing their part in the Kingdom building. 
Rev. J. B. Porterfield, one of Kentucky’s 
sons, accepted our call in October, 1942. 
Since coming to us, a number of souls have 
been added to the church, and much ef- 
ficient work has been, and is being done. 
Great things are planned for the future, 
which we feel that we shall accomplish by 
the leadership of Rev. Porterfield, who is 
led by the Spirit of God. 


W. E. StRaper, Church Clerk. REv. J. B. PORTERFIELD, 
Pastor 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
Uttingertown, Ky. 


The First Baptist Church, Uttingertown, Kentucky, Fayette County, 
was organized June 20, 1879 by Rev. G. C. Spencer. Members of the 
organization were: Revs. G. C. Spencer, W. Rodes, J. C. Lewis, and 
C. F. Shilock. Laymen: Wm. Coleman, C. P. McCann, D. M. Jack- 
son, and Ned Cavens. The pastors were as follows: Revs. G. C. 
Spencer, J. S. Dancer, Ben M. Garner, J. M. Beaty, G. R. Bush, Wm. 
Allen, J. R. Dancer, P. H. Smith, P. M. Young, P. M. Clark Buckhanon, 
J. S. Henderson, T. H. Smith, T. C. Byrd, Z. H. Yates, C. C. Calloway, 
and L. J. Johnson, the present pastor. Each minister was successful 
in his administration. Under the leadership of our present pastor, we 
stand firm on “One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism,” and for everything 
which Baptists of the State stand for. The pastor, officers, and mem- 
bers of this great church commend the official staff and faculty of 
Simmons University to the great Head of the Church for a great 
Jubilee year. 
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VIRGINIA AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH 
Louisville, Ky. 


Virginia Avenue Baptist Church. Inset—Rev. R. J. Miller, Pastor. 


According to the most reliable records the Virginia Avenue Baptist 
Church, Louisville, Ky., formerly known as the Nebulan Baptist 
Church, was organized in 1884 (instead of 1892 as published in the 
Golden Jubilee), by Revs. Jake Oldham, C. C. Bates, J. M. Mitchell, 
Richard Hyman, and John Jackson, in the front room of James Jack- 
son’s home on Orleans Avenue, now known as Dumesnil Street. The 
church moved from there to an old school house on the same street 
and from there to its present location, 36th and Virginia Avenue. The 
first church building was erected in 1901 and the name changed from 
the Nebulan Baptist Church, to the Virginia Avenue Baptist Church, 
by the Rev. W. Augustus Jones. The present building was erected 
by the late Rev. A. H. Shumake about 1919. Some of the first 
deacons were: Hyman, Robert White, Logan, Hezekiah Taylor, Jerry 
Higgins, Jackson, Williams, John Wright, Arthur Bigsby, Will Adams, 
John Lewis, George White, George Hill, C. J. Maddox, Wm. McGown, 
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William Dickerson, Frazier, Webb Bridwell, Ed. T. Smith, Elias Guest, 
John Brown, and others. The choir was organized under the pastorate 
of Rev. T. A. Johnson. Some of the early choir members were: George 
Anthony, Lillie Cook, Blanche Handy, Mary Rhea, Rufus Saulberry, 
Maud Helm, and others whose names are not available. The follow- 
ing pastors have served: Revs. J. M. Mitchell, J. R. Simmons, Wash- 
ington, T. A. Johnson, C. H. Sands, W. Augustus Jones, 10 years; T. 
L. Balleu, 3 years; G. J. Sebree, A. H. Shumake, 27 years, and the 
present pastor, R. J. Miller. Each of these pastors have done much 
to pave the way for a greater Virginia Avenue. Many things were 
accomplished under the pastorate of Rev. W. Augustus Jones and the 
late Rev. A. H. Shumake. These two pastors did much toward build- 
ing, organizing, developing the church and many were added to the 
church. The present pastor came to us from the Washington Street 
Church, Paducah, Ky. And under his leadership the church is con- 
tinuing to grow. 

Earu H. Pace, Clerk, 

JAmeEs Douctas, Treasurer. 


ST. STEPHEN BAPTIST CHURCH 
Louisville, Ky. 
By PETER PINCHAM 


This church was organized July 25, 1926, by the following members 
of the Antioch Baptist Church of which the Rev. G. F. Watson is 
pastor: M. H. Montgomery, Peter Pincham, Robert Carter, David 
Roberts, Kiah Herston, Bertha Jackson, Irma Douglas, Arthur Doug- 
lass, Garfield Whitney, Rev. John Smith, Rev. Lucien Woolfork, Cor- 
delia Whittenhill, Bettie Hayden, and Delbert King. 


The meeting was called to order by Rev. Watson, moderator, and 
Rey. \W. Tf. Jones, clerk. The ministers present were: Revs. C. B. 
Smiley, P. C. Cayce, John Smith, Lucien Woolfolk, and John Perdue. 
After the organization Rev. B. J. Miller was called as pastor. With 
fourteen members under the leadership of our pastor the church 
rapidly increased in membership through the guidance of the holy 
spirit. The church is free of all indebtedness and we thank God for 
these signal blessings. 

We pray that God will continue to bless us. Yours for victory and 
service. 
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VIRGINIA AVENUE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Louisville, Ky. 


The Virginia Avenue Sunday School had an humble beginning. It 
was organized in 1886 under the pastorate of Rev. Washington. And 
has continued to grow through the years under the administration of 
the various pastors and superintendents until today its enrollment is 
300. During the existence of the school we have placed strong em- 
phasis on evangelism and character building. The following persons 


Mrs. Lua Hurr, Supt. Emeritus Mrs. ANNA METCALF 
Present Superintendent 


have served as superintendents: George Wathen, Murry, John Wright, 
Mrs. Laura Jones, Will McGown, John Taylor, C. J. Maddox, Jim 
Maddox, Mesdames Beulah Wright, Lula Huff and Anna Metcalf. 
Perhaps more was accomplished by Supt. Huff than any other super- 
intendent. She served 26% years and resigned because of ill health, 
but was made superintendent emeritus. She was succeeded by Mrs. 
Anna Metcalf, the daughter of the late Rev. Sands. She is making a 
splendid superintendent and is looking forward to a standard school 
in the future. 


Miss JEANNIE WATKINS, Secretary, 
BROTHER JESsIE TAYLOR, Treasurer. 
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EASTERN STAR BAPTIST CHURCH 
Louisville, Ky. 


The Eastern Star Baptist 
church was organized under the 
administration of the late Rev. 
H. W. Watson who served as 
pastor for twenty-two years. He 
died in Detroit, Michigan and 
was buried there. 

The Rev. H. C. Woolfork is 
thes spresent-. pastor. He has 
spent a greater portion of his 
life in pastoral work in Ken- 
tucky, serving the following 
churches: Mt. Nebo, Ghent, Car- 
rollton, Eminence, Griffvtown, 
Newberg, Eastern Star, Louis- 
ville. 

The church is going forward 
in the liquidation of its indebted- 
ness and the membership is be- 
ing increased under the present 
pastor. 


Rev. H. C. Wootrork, Pastor 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
Frankfort, Ky. 


The First Baptist Church, Frankfort, Kentucky was organized in 
1833. The two men taking a leading part in the organization were: 
Messrs. John Ward and Ziah Black. The former, Mr. John Ward, 
donated the lot where the old church stood. The deed was made to 
the First Baptist Church in 1844. 


Rev. Henderson Williams was the first pastor. He served for five 
years. The following ministers have pastored the church: Reverends 
James Monroe, Robert Martin, George W. Patterson, Eugene Evans, 
J. W. Hawkins, W. R. Payne, Robert Mitchell, W. T. Silvey, William 
H. Ballew, J. Welby Broadussands ix HS: Utterback. 


Rev. Robert Martin baptized more persons into the church than 
any other pastor, notably among those he baptized was the great 
Baptist layman, the late William H. Steward, founder of the American 
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Rev. R. E. S. UTTERBAck, Pastor 


Baptist. Others were: Mrs. Martha W. Walker, who has been Presi- 
dent of the Consolidated District Sunday School Convention for 34 
years; Mrs. Mary L. Brooks, the Secretary of the State Baptist Wom- 
en's Educational Convention for 35 years, and Mrs. Ellen T. Strauss, 
who is and has been Clerk of the church more than 22 years. 


During the pastorate of Rev. Robert Mitchell the lot was purchased 
on which the present church is built. The plan for the edifice 
located on Clinton and High Streets was drawn by Mr. T. L. Brooks, 
a member and trustee of the church, who was also the contractor who 


erected the building. The building was erected during the pastorate 
of Rev. W. T. Silvey. 


Space does not permit us to express our history as we desire but 
our last three pastors, Reverends William H. Ballew, J. Welby Broadus 
and R. E. S. Utterback are outstanding ministers in the state and 
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denomination, and under their guidance our church has soared to 
great heights. We are happy to state that our church is now free 
of all debts. The mortgage on the property (parsonage) at 104 
Clinton Street was paid and burned during the early ministry of our 
present pastor, Rev. Utterback. 


The members of our Deacon Board are: Chairman, Henry Clelland, 
Richard Redding, John McCann, Sr., Roddie Glenn, Ben B. Combs, 
Brannum Graves, Joseph McElroy, James Scott, Armour W. Black- 
burn, Al Workins, George Wilson, Orine Harris, Henry E. Cheaney, 
and Andrew Coleman. The members of our Trustee Board are: 
Chairman, Armour W. Blackburn, Henry Clelland, James B. Brown, 
and William Spencer Blanton. 


FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
Anchorage, Ky. 


The First Baptist Church, An- 
chorage, Kentucky was organ- 
ized in 1874 under the auspices 
of the Green Street Baptist 
Church, Rev. D. A. Gaddie, pas- 
tor, with seven members. Rev. 
Tony Furguson was the first 
pastor. The present building 
was erected in 1920, Rev. H. 
Bowen, pastor. Our present pas- 
tor is Rev. Claude Taylor, who 
has been with us for three years 
and is highly respected by his 
membership. 


Rev. CLAuDE TAYLOor, Pastor. 
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MT. GILEAD BAPTIST CHURCH 
Fayette County, Ky. 


The Mount Gilead Baptist Church is one of the oldest churches in 
Fayette County—organized about 1800, joined the South Elkhorn As- 
sociation (white) in 1802 and Boone Creek Association in 1823. 


Our first church structure was a frame building, and present build- 
ing, brick, erected in 1828. 


The following were pastors: Revs. Alford Thomas, Archie Canada, 
Alford Britton, Thomas Harris, Alford W. Harris, and present pastor, 
Oliver Simpson. Deacons: Stout Miller, Jerry Blevins, West C. Clay, 
George Washington, Parker Clark, Fayette Murphy, Martin Grevious, 
Jerry Watts, Gabriel Searcy, Taylor Clark, William H. Tuner, Wil- 
liam Young, Thomas Williams, Walter R. Searcy, Milton Coleman, 
Silas Clark, Sr., John H. Gaitskill, William Bryant, Robert H. Wil- 
liams, Andrew J. Turner, and Jessie J. Downey. Ordained preachers: 
Revs. James Polk Castleman, Joseph Wheeler, George Washington, 
James Newman, Isaiah Sailles, Robert Turner, George Bush, George 
Reed, John Reed, Daniel H. Williams, Percy Turner, Hannibal Thom- 
as, William T. Young, William Grevious. Church clerks: Martin 
Grevious, William H. Turner, Daniel H. Williams, R. Guthrie, Robert 
H. Williams, Jessie J. Downey. 
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VIRGINIA STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 
Hopkinsville, Ky. 


It is impossible to give a complete history of the Virginia Street 
Baptist Church, Hopkinsville, Ky., because we do not have the early 
records. However, it was organized about 1850 or 1851 in the New 
Providence Baptist Church (white), of which several members of 
our congregation were formerly 
members of the white congrega- 
tion. Two of our former mem- 
bers, Lucy Slaughter and Winnie 
Payne were charter members of 
the white Baptist church in 1818. 
Our first worshipping place was 
in the basement of the New 
Providence Church. Through 
the assistance of the white Bap- 
tist church, our congregation 
secured a log house on 138th 
Street, where the white congre- 
gation formerly worshipped. 
And later an old tobacco factory 
located on Virginia and 14th 
Streets. Our congregation wor- 
shipped there for several years. 
About 1874 that building was re- 
modeled and changed to face 
14th Street. Our congregation 
did not own the building where 
we were worshipping, it was the 
property of the (white) Baptist 
church. In 1892 the question arose whether it was practical for the 
Negro and white churches to be in such close proximity to each other. 
And, too, the Negroes were increasing in both the north and east sec- 
tions of the city. Therefore we moved from there to our present 
location against the will of several members. But in four months’ 
time we were worshipping in the basement of our own church and 
our property was worth $3,000 and in six months’ time it was worth 
$15,000. 

Our first deacons: Jake Duiguid, William Wallace, Isaac Stepp, 
George Goodrich, Kit Humphrey and Joseph Earl. 3 

The following pastors have served: Revs. Stephen Watt, Wm. 
Howell, E. Ritchie, E. Williams, M. M. D. Perdue, T. Timberlake and 


C. C. Ellis. At present we do not have a pastor. The Rey. M. P. 
Manson, a member of the congregation is acting in that capacity. 
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CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH 
Louisville, Ky. 


The Central Baptist Church was 
organized in November, 1919, by 
the following council: Revs. George 
Ellis, H. W. Jones, R. H. Overall, 
A. W. Woolfolk, and H. C. Wool- 
folk. The church was first located 
on Eighth Street, and then moved 
to Jefferson Street near Tenth 
where a building was purchased. 
This property was sold in 1925, 
and another building was pur- 
chased at Twelfth and Madison 
Streets in 1926. The church then 
moved to Eleventh and Jefferson 
in 1935, and purchased this prop- 
erty for a cash consideration July 
12, 1943. The following pastors 
have served the church: Revs. G. 
Eeawiisevy. I;. Board, J. D.. Jones, 
and R. D. Merriweather, who has 
pastored the church for the past 18 
years. 


Rev. R. D. MERRIWEATHER, 
Pastor 
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WASHINGTON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 
Paducah, Ky. 


Washington Street Baptist Church, Paducah, Kentucky, is the oldest 
and largest Negro congregation of West Kentucky. It originated from 
e white congregation of the above city. The chartered members were 
former members of the First Baptist Church. But the white con- 
stituents registered strong opposition against the presence of Negroes 
in their services. In order to guarantee complete separation of the 
races, the Negro members were granted letters of dismission for the 
purpose of establishing a Negro church. 


The despondent group occupied a small building on Washington 
Street where Washington Street Church was established on the first 
Sunday in February, 1855. The first deacons were Samuel Starrs, 
Edmond Clay, Henry Vinegar, Sonny Thomas and Anderson Brent. 
Rev. George Brent, a white minister, was the first pastor. He was a 
militant leader and championed the cause of Negroes uncompromising- 
ly. Because of his stand, resentful white inhabitants threatened and 
forced him to leave the city. Mr. T. H. Branham, also white, was the 
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first secretary. He also acted as spiritual advisor until a pastor was 
secured. 


Since its beginning 88 years ago, Washington Street Church has had 
only nine pastors. Their contributions are too numerous to allow for 
more than a wholesome acknowledgement. 


Rev. George W. Dupee succeeded Rev. George Brent as pastor in 
1858 and served for 38 years. Although born a slave, Dr. Dupee rose 
to great prominence among both colored and white. He replaced the 
small building on Washington 
Street with the present large 
brick structure. He was not only 
aapastor. but for 13° years, -the 
leader of Negro Baptists of Ken- 
tucky. Rev. J. W. Hawkins (1898- 
1908) made several improve- 
ments, among which was the in- 
stallment of the costly pictorial 
windows. Rev. V. S. Smith (1908- 
1921) reconstructed the church 
and installed the first pipe organ. 
Rev. I. W. Crawford (1921-1924 ) 
created a sound financial and 
business plan for the church. 
Rev. W. K. Walls (1924-1932) 
purchased additional property 
and rebuilt the pipe organ. Rev. 
T. J. Smith (1932-1935)  reor- 
ganized the work of the church 
on a constructive and progressive 
basis and introduced the first 
documentary system of regula- 
tions in the church’s history. He 
also initiated the publication of 
a weekly church bulletin and in- 
stituted a universally acceptable 
order of worship. Rev. R. J. Miller (1935-1941) revitalized the in- 
terest in all departments of the church and cleared an indebtedness 
cf long standing. The present pastor, Rev. D. E. King, was elected 
November 18, 1942. At that time the members were housed in 
Lincoln High School because of the partial destruction of the church 
edifice by fire April 19, 1942. Rev. King accepted the call on Sunday, 
November 29, 1942, and immediately assumed pastoral responsibility 
in sharing in the reconstruction of the edifice. Under his leadership 
the members reoccupied the newly reconstructed edifice on April 11, 
1943. On the following Sunday the First Baptist Church and pastor, 


Rev. D. E. Kine, Pastor 
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Dr. A. Warren Huyck, participated in the rededication services of 
the church. One of the new features in the church auditorium is the 
elevated Baptistry. The church is also being equipped with new 
furniture throughout. 


The growing concern of Washington Street Church is still moti- 
vated by its original purpose—to create a society free from class or 
racial barriers—a society of true believers in Christ and His way of 
life. And when other moments of reflection in the future shall 
necessitate a written document, Washington Street Baptist Church 
will still be making history in winning the allegiance of men from 
class and racial prejudice to Christ, who demands that all men be 


brothers. 


EBENEZER BAPTIST CHURCH 
Paducah, Ky. 


The Ebenezer Baptist Church, Pa- 
ducah, was established in 1874 in 
Graves County. Later, moved to Mc- 
Crackin County and under the pas- 
storate of Rev. E. Pullen, moved to 
Paducah... This <church jhas “had 18 
pastors and our present pastor is Rev. 
H. C. Jones. Brother Alphard Griffin 
has served as deacon for 28 years, 
and superintendent of the Sunday 
school 10 years. 


CHARLES PANKEY, Clerk. 


DEACON ALPHARD GRIFFIN 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
Georgetown, Ky. 


The First Baptist Church, Georgetown, Ky., was organized by the 
First Baptist Church (white), Georgetown, Ky., in 1884. Shortly 
before the organization of Negro 
Church, the White Church built 
a new church building on an- 
other site, and then upon the 
organization of the Negro 
Church, the White congrega- 
tion gave their old church build- 
ing to the Negro congregation. 
They worshipped in this build- 
ing until 1870, at which time 
they built their present building. 
This church has been pastored 
by some of the leading preach- 
ers of Kentucky. Rev. London 
Ferrell was the first pastor, who 
was followed by the following 
pastors in the order named: 
Rev. James Monroe, Rev. G. W. 
Dupee, Rev. Harry Evans, Revs. 
Reuben Lee, R. T. Huffman, 
James Dudley, E. J. Anderson, 
G. M. Moore, R. H. Porter, T. 
L. Ballou, A. W. Nix, H. Nutter, 
arker, .. H. Smith, and the 
present pastor, H. Nutter. Rev. 
Nutter was called to the church _ Rev. H. Nutrer, Pastor 
twice. The first time he ac- ~! 
cepted the call, but resigned without entering upon the work. He 
received the second call from the church in 1923, and is now in his 
20th year as pastor. Rev. Nutter is one of the oldest active pastors 
in the state, as he is now in his 63rd year of continuous pastoring. In 
1926 the church under his leadership built what is perhaps the finest 
church parsonage built by Negroes in Kentucky. The parsonage and 
church building are free of debt, and the church is moving forward 
with the active support of its loyal members. 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
Stanford, Ky. 


The First Baptist Church, Stanford, Kentucky was organized in 
1866 in a frame building by Rev. John Reed, who served for several 
years. Rev. John Moran _fol- 
lowed him, leading the church 
onward until he left the state. 
Before leaving, he laid plans for 
the present church building. The 
Rev. Sidney Sherer served sev- 
eral years, adding many to the 
church. Later Rev. G. W. Bol- 
lins served 27 years, and many 
were brought to Christ. 

Ing joly<1903.-- thes church 
called Rev. A. L. Gaulder, He 
remodeled and beautified the 
building, added many to the 
church during his twenty-seven 
years of service. Rev. W. B. 
Hopkins served 18 months, and 
made many friends. In 1933, 
Rev. R. H. Faulkner was called 
—a preacher and scholar who 
built up a great Sunday School 
andi: Bey.” Po-U. 4" He: resigned: 
to go to Franklin, Kentucky. In 
1939, Rev. J. A Weems ‘was 
called and served well for ten Rev. E. H. Sours. Pastor 
months. January, 1941, Rev. E. : 

H. Smith, D.D., Superintendent 

of Missions for Kentucky Baptists, was called from the mission field. 
Dr. Smith is a God-sent preacher and a pastor. Great has been his 
accomplishments spiritually, financially, and numerically. Present 
officers are: Deacons W. T. Logan, C. Lacky, Mack Bright, Harvey 
Davis, Thad Thomas, George Woods; Trustees: W. M. Adams, Obie 
Perkins, L. Cook, C. Welch, James Logan, W. Bright, H. Bright, L. 
Stephenson (deceased), and Father W. T. Logan (deceased). 


Miss EsteELLA JARMEN, Church Clerk. 


bo 
bo 
~] 
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LITTLE FLOCK BAPTIST CHURCH 
Louisville, Ky. 


The Little Flock Baptist Church, Louisville, was organized in 1867 
and has had the following pastors: Revs. Charles Oldham, David 
Anderson, Miller, Richard Rey- 
nolds, Mose Allen, W. R. Rich- 
ardson, John Fisher and _ the 
present pastor, F. W. Browder. 
Each one of them made a great 
contribution to the church. The 
first deacons were: Ephram 
Taylor, George Nugent, Level 
Logan, John Williams, Marion 
Price, Alphard Price, Frank 
Kester. These were succeeded 
by many others who have served 
during the years. 

We have worshipped at the 
following places: Second Street 
between Burnett and Magnolia, 
Hancock and Rosalene, Preston 
and Broadway, Clay and Broad- 
way, Hancock and Jacob, and 
our present location, Hancock 
between Kentucky and St. Cath- 
erine. Our first church build- 
ing was bought and paid for un- Rey. F. W. Browoer, Pastor 
der the leadership of Rev. Rich- 
ardson. The church building was remodeled by Rev. Fisher, who 
served 23 years and baptized 800 or 900 persons aside from those who 
joined otherwise. In his declining years he was assisted by Rev. G. 
W. Glover until his death. 

Rev. Browder came to us in 1937 and under his leadership the 
church is making rapid progress in every way. At present the church 
is being beautified. Many souls have been saved and a large num- 
ber added to the church. During the existence of this church several 
ministers have been ordained and are doing great work. 


Dowan JOHNSON, Clerk. 
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BATES MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH 
Louisville, Ky. 


The Bates Memorial Missionary Baptist Church was organized in 
April, 1915 on Jefferson Street near Preston in an old engine house, 
on the second floor. This was 
a Mission known as the An- 
tioch Mission, under the super- 
vision of Rev. H. C. Woolfork. 

Five members from the An- 
tioch Baptist Church received 
their letters and came to this 
mission. It was organized by a 
council of Missionary Baptist 
Ministers with Rev. G. F. Wat- 
son as moderator and his son, 
Canada Watson as secretary. 

These members were: Broth- 
ers C. C. Goode, Isaac Ferguson, 
Will Gerley, Jerry Minor, and 
Sister Lena Taylor. The four 
men in the organization were 
made deacons of the church. 
Sister Sallie Bulah Davis was 
the first superintendent. 

Rev. R. P. Whiteside was 
called as first pastor. He could 
not. leave his present field of 
labor immediately hence the 
Rev. H. C. Woolfork served as 
first pastor for several months. Rey. E. M. ELMore 
Rev. Whiteside took charge and 
purchased the present site, erected the present building and did a 
commendable work. He passed to the great beyond in July, 1934. 
In 1935 the Rev. H. L. Buckman was called as pastor and served three 
years. He resigned and the Rev. E. M. Elmore was called to pastor 
in 1938. Rev. Elmore took charge in 1939. He is doing a commend- 
able work. He has introduced a splendid financial system and ad- 
heres strictly to tithing which has placed the church in a unique po- 
sition among the state churches. We are making rapid progress un- 
der his leadership both in soul-saving and finance. 
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BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH 
Drakesboro, Ky. 


Bethel Baptist Church, Drakesboro, was organized by Rev. Sandy 
Moore about 1892. Pastors following his administration were: Revs. 


Douglas, VW, H. Suesberry;. P. 
H. Hutchinson, Wm. Young, H. 
Borndoff, W. H. Shelbourne, 
and A. R. France. 

In 1924 Rev. E. C. Estell was 
called and served eleven years. 
It was under his pastorate that 
the present edifice was built. 
Rev. Estell was followed by 
Revs. C. D. Martin, J. P. John- 
son, ). H. Rice and W. F. Fish- 
er, the present’ pastor. -The 
first deacons were Brothers 
Jackson, Morton, Hayden, and 
Dave Mason who was elected 
chairman. The present deacon 
board consists of the following: 
Brothers B. Finch, T. Willis, S. 
M@raylor, J...Reed,;. T. Simons, J. 
T. Morehead, G. Browning, and 
W. Cunningham. 

The church structure is of tile 
brick with a _ spacious audi- 
torium, recreation room, choir 
_room and pastor's study. 

Rev. W. F. Fisher, the pres- 
ent pastor is carrying on in a 


Rev. W. F. FIsHer, Pastor 


very efficient and dignified manner. The church and parsonage have 
been completely renovated and several auxiliaries organized. 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
Flatwoods, Ky. 


The First Baptist Church, Flatwoods, Kentucky was organized in 
1891 by the late Rey. Frederick Watts with seven members, namely, 
John Palmer, Mary Steward, Pattie Faulkner, Ellen White, Henry 
White, Jennie Wallace, and Lena Wallace. The council was com- 
posed of the following ministers: Revs. Frederick Watts, S. W. Gil- 
lispie, Sidney Shearror, and the Reverend Richard Lancaster. The 
first deacons were John Palmer, Henry Anderson, William Rothwell, 
N. G. Rothwell, W. L. Faulkner, David Royston, and Grandville 
Anderson. We have had six pastors from the year of 1891 to 1943. 
They are Revs. Frederick Watts, the founder; J. W. Lackey, G. B. 
Miller, R. H. Munday—served thirty years, P. P. Baughman (ten 
years ), and Rev. I. H. Smith, our present pastor who has been with us 
for six years. Our first church clerk was Miss Pattie Faulkner. Under 
the pastorate of the late Rev. R. H. Munday, we were able to erect 
a new church edifice in the year of 1904. We had then as trustees: 
Robert Kennedy, N. G. Rothwell, and W. L. Faulkner. In 1937, we 
called our present pastor, Rev. I. H. Smith who has succeeded in 
liquidating all indebtedness and built a new kitchen, two new out- 
buildings, new windows in the church, new carpets, rubber aisle- 
runners, purchased a piano and installed electric lights. We have 
had twenty-five additions to the church, our church building painted, 
and the church property as a whole is in good condition. Our spirit- 
ual strength has been greatly renewed, and we are raising more money . 
now than ever before in the history of the church. Pastor Smith has 
organized a Junior Church since he has been with us and they are 
donig great work. The Willing Workers’ Club that was organized 
under Rev. P. P. Baughman is also doing fine work. Mrs. S$. D. Lear 
is our worthy President. Present officers are: Deacon Board: R. B. 
Royston, S. D. Lear, Enoch Gillispie, Charley Leavel, Simeon Ken- 
nedy, and Clell Leavell. Trustee Board: Dennie Overstreet, George 
P. Miller, S. D. Lear, James Bess, Clay Burnside. 


ETHEL Bess, Church Clerk, 
Rev. I. H. Smirn, Pastor. 


? 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
Bardstown, Ky. 


The First Baptist Church of Bardstown, Kentucky has been in con- 
tinuous operation since the year 1803. A lawyer and early settler by 


the name of Samuel Jones willed 
the present two-acre plot on 
which the church and parsonage 
now stands, to any congregation 


that would take it and preach » 


Christ. Many interested white 
Christians gave valuable aid to 
the struggling church. Many 
illustrious and consecrated men 
have led this historic, pre- 
slavery congregation on to nobler 
heights. Among them were 
Revs. Fines, Weber, Hutchinson, 
Bells smith, C: 1D. Douglas, T. 
Timberlake, Hiram Thompson, 
Claude Taylor, J. A. Barnes, and 
L. W. Mundy, now in his fifth 
year. This church building was 
the community house for all 
Negro activities in those days. 
The first lodge meeting hall, 
first school for Negroes in Nel- 
son County, and the headquar- 
ters for old soldiers. Situated 
in a hot-bed of false doctrine, 
this church has never failed to 
earnestly contend for the faith 


Rev. L. W. Munpy, Pastor. 


once delivered to the Saints. The present pastor, the Rev. Lewis W. 
Mundy, is a graduate of the public schools of Lockland, Ohio and 
Simmons University. Under his leadership, many souls have been 
added to the church, all debts liquidated, church and parsonage reno- 
vated inside and out. This body is much alive to the denominational 
work and is looking forward to entertaining the Central District Asso- 


ciation in July, 1943. 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
Somerset, Ky. 


First Baptist Church, Somer- 
set, Kentucky, organized in 1867 
in the white Baptist Church by 
Revs. John O. Sullivan, Buck 
Taylor, and Richard Fox. The 
first pastor was Rev. Henry 
Curd; present pastor, Rev. W. B. 
Wood is the builder of the edi- 
fice in which they worship. 
First house of worship was an 
old cow-shed on what is now 
Elm Street. Later, they erected 
a beautiful frame building on 
Maple Street. This was de- 
stroyed by storm in 1913 which 
made it necessary for a new 
building. Rev. Wood led them 
to build a splendid concrete 
block building, just across the 
street from where the old 
church stood. He has pastored 
this church since 1910, except- 
ing a few years he spent on the 
field as corresponding secretary 


Rev. W. B. Woop, Pastor 


of Foreign Board. He served this church nineteen years. This church 
represented in the first General Association of Kentucky Baptists. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL GROUP 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
Nicholasville, Ky. 


The First Baptist Church, 
Nicholasville, Kentucky, L. Ver- 
non Jenkins, Minister, was organ- 
ized about the year 1850. The 
Rev. Peter Johnson was the first 
pastor, followed by Revs. Webs- 
ter, Porter, Drs. John Fisher, and 
S. E. Hoard, and others. The 
First Baptist Church, in the 
‘World for Christ Program’ 
stands favorable with Church- 
dom, having such organizations 
as: first-line Sunday School, with 
trained leaders, and conscien- 
tious workers, a Missionary So- 
ciety of four circles, the Galeda’s 
Class of about twenty women, a 
very fine group of men who 
make up the Laymen League, 
who led in putting forth the 
strongest effort in the installa- 


Rey. L. VERNON JENKINS, Pastor 
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tion of our new furnace. The B. T. U., which seems to increase in the 
Christian training of our youth. This organization has installed 115 
Bibles in the church. 


All of the above named organizations could easily make any church 
feel proud of being their Mother. The church has one of the finest 
groups of Deacons and Trustees anywhere, it is believed, because of 
their Christian Stewardship, and loyal support to the church and pas- 
tor. OUR PRAYERS ARE FOR OTHERS, and our Gospel for the 


whole world. 


HOWARD’S CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 
Clark County, Ky. 


The Howard’s Creek Baptist 
Church house is 153 years old— 
the oldest church house on this 
side of the Allegheny Mountains. 


Rev. Wm. Procter, Pastor 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
Richmond, Ky. 


The First Baptist Church, Richmond, Ky., was organized in 1845 by 
Revs. Edmond Martin and Robert Irvine, who were the leading 
ministers. The first building 
was a log house. Rev. Edmond 
Martin was the first pastor, and 
Rev. John Martin was the sec- 
ond, whose assistant was Rev. 
Madison Campbell. In 1858, 
the first brick building was 
erected, and Rev. Campbell was 
called as pastor. Brother David 
Tribble was one of the first 
deacons. Later, another build- 
ing was erected, which stood 
until the present building was 
erected. The following deacons 
served during this period: Luke 
Williams, John Ballew, Jerry 
Turner, Jack Miller, and Arch 
Black. The active women were: 
Sarah Brooks, Polly Campbell, 
Sarah Fife, Sallie Blythe, Mary 
Estill, Mattie Turner, Lizzie 
Willis, Celia Ann Cook, Ann Deacon JOHN BLAck 
Morgan, Mariah and Martha ‘Treasurer 
Tribble, _ Amanda  Bronston, 

Maggie Miller, Mary Burnam, Clara Walker, Rebecca Barnes, and 
many others. Rev. T. H. Broaddus who had served as assistant to 
Rev. Campbell, was called as pastor in 1897 and served until 1920, 
tiem passed to: his- great reward. Rev. J. W. Broaddus, his son, 
having served as the assistant pastor, was called, and served fifteen 
years, built the present structure and accomplished a great work. 
The following persons served as deacons under Rev. T. H. Broaddus 
and his son: Brothers Joe Irvine, Jerry Turner, John Black, R. H. 
Haynes, Mitchell Maupin, Joseph Moberly. The following served as 
trustees: Dick Walker, James White, John Black, Emmett Embry, and 
Larkin Blythe. The Senior Church Aid and the Church Convention 
have been valuable organizations in the church and much credit is 
due Sisters Mary Wallace Miller and Maggie Hall for these ideas. 
Rev. J. W. Broaddus was called to Frankfort church in 1932. Rev. 
H. A. Rogers, who had a national reputation, was called and served 
nearly three years. Rev. Moses Grandison, of Frankfort, Kentucky, 
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was called and served until 1937. In the fall of 1988, Rev. T. A. 
Bennett was called as supply pastor, and in 1939, was called as pastor. 
In 1940, all the church indebtedness was paid, church decorated, reno- 


vated, and dedicated. At present, the church is well-organized and in 
a fine position to do the Master’s work. 


DIAMOND JUBILEE 237 


FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
Elizabethtown, Ky. 


Rev. S. G. ReEpp, Pastor 


The First Baptist Church of Elizabethtown, Kentucky was organ- 
ized between the years 1843 and 1849. It has been served by a num- 
ber of pastors. Among the first in the memory of anyone now living 
were Rev. D. A. Gaddie and Rev. G. W. Bolling. This church has 


SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFICERS AND TEACHERS 
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JuNIor CHoIR 
First Baptist Church, Elizabethtown, Ky. 


had the honor of having some of the most outstanding men in the 
state as pastors, among whom were: Rev. J. E. Wood, Rev. W. B. 
Wood and Rev. S. G. Redd, the present pastor who is moderator of the 
South District Association. Under the leadership of the present pas- 
tor, the church has shown improvement, both spiritually and ma- 
terially. The church edifice has been beautified and a parsonage 
bought. Elizabethtown does her best to keep abreast of denomina- 
tional activities in the District, State, and Nation. 
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CENTREVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH 
Centreville, Ky. 


The Centreville Baptist Church was organized about 70 years ago. 
Most of the records were destroyed by fire twice on the grounds 
where the present building now stands. The mother church is the 
First Baptist Church of Paris Kentucky at that time pastored by Rev. 
E.. W. Green. 


Former pastors of Centreville Church were: Revs. Goins, P. M. 
Noung, oF. Young, B.S. Rawlings, G. W. Mack, T. J. Smith, J. W. 
Million, and Wm. Alexander, the present pastor who has led us for 
twenty-two years. 


The church has had thirty deacons, all deceased but the seven who 
now serve: Wm. Burrell, W. Ashbury Sparks, Frank A. Keller, Frank 
Dade, H. A. Coleman, Oscar Burrell, and Morris Johnson. The edifice 
was built in 1904 and the membership is about 50. Ira Franklin, 
Robert Brown, and Verley Hersey are the trustees. We have no record 
of the number of mothers but at present, Sister E. B. Jackson is 
serving. 
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CONSOLIDATED BAPTIST CHURCH 
Lexington, Ky. 


CONSOLIDATED Baptist CHuRCH Rev. Pau. VAucHn, Pastor 
Lexington, Ky. 


In 1885, the First Baptist Church, Lexington, Ky., under Rev. S. P. 
Young, organized what was known as the Rose Street Baptist Church. 
In 1896 the Macedonia Baptist Church and the Rose Street Church 
met together to unite and form what is now known as the Con- 
solidated Baptist Church with Rev. J. Hopewell as pastor. 


The following pastors have served the church: Revs. T. Buckner, 
C. Mitchell, R. Jackson, E. S. Arnold; R. Foman, R. H. Usher Ww 
Gibson and C. Scott. The new church building was erected by Rev. 
Scott in 1927. Rey. Paul Vaughn has been the pastor since April 18, 
1942. 
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BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH 
Anchorage, Ky. 


BETHEL Baptist CHURCH Rey. J. M. JEFFERSON, Pastor 


The Bethel Baptist Church of Anchorage, Kentucky was organized 
July 31, 1900. It had an humble beginning with eight members hold- 
ing services from house to house. Sister Biddie Anderson Haskins 
donated the church ground, and our present church edifice was built 
and dedicated in 1900. Pastors serving were: Revs. A. G. Hall, 
Charles Wallace, J. W. Mitchell, G. W. Floyd, R. J. Terrell, L. A. 
Offutt, J. E. Brown, C. H. Thomas, W. F. Fisher, and the present pas- 
tor, Rev. J. M. Jefferson. We now have a membership of seventy- 
five, including three charter members, namely, Harriett S. Berry, Lucy 
G. D. Harrington, and Sister Mary E. Hampton. Under the leader- 
ship of our present pastor, who is a very high type Christian gentle- 
man, our church is still growing, both numerically and financially. 
The Bethel Baptist Church has always stood for the highest Christian 
ideals and has influenced many to lead christian lives in this com- 
munity. Our church is very much alive and interested in Kingdom 
building. 

Rev. J. M. JEFFERSON, Pastor. 
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BEARGRASS BAPTIST CHURCH 
Louisville, Ky. 


Beargrass B/ api tates) t 
Church was organized Feb- 
ruary 8, 1880, at Guetigs, 
Kentucky, with Rev. E. P. 
Marrs as organizer and 
pastor. Rev. Marrs was a 
preacher, teacher, and the 
first president of Simmons 
University. He pastored 
our church from 1880-1910. 


. The first ordained deacons ee sy | 
Rev. W. H. SULLIVAN, of the church were Broth-— 


Pastor ers Jas. Lawrence, Ciscero First Pastor 

Strickland, and Richmond 
White, all of whom are deceased. Former pastors are: Revs. G. W. 
Ward, 1910-1917; G. H. Winstead, 1918-1929; C. A. Saunders, 1930- 
19386; and C. H. Owens, 1986-1942. — Revs. E. Ps Marirs@andae 
W. Ward were the only pastors who served until death. Our 
present pastor, Rev. W. H. Sullivan, of Shelby County, was called in 
August, 1942, and took charge October 4, 1942. He successfully pas- 
tored the Centennial Baptist Church of Christiansburg, Kentucky for 
two years, and Mt. Zion Baptist Church at Waddy, Kentucky for one 
year. The present ordained deacons are Brothers Simon Elzy, George 
Griffin, Sr., Jacob Jackson, Alfred McCoy, Jr., A. R. Norris, Newt Ross 
and Jas. E. Sullivan. 


Rev. W. H. SuLxivan, Pastor, 
Mrs. GLEuRLA B. JONEs, Clerk, 
Mr. AtFrep McCoy, Jr., Treasurer. 
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BROADWAY BAPTIST CHURCH 
Winchester, Ky. 


The Broadway Baptist Church was organized December 18, 1889 
in the old U. B. F. Hall on Highland Street. Six monhts later, the 
present building was erected on the corner of Broadway and Maple 
Streets under the pastorate of the 
late Dr. T. L. Huffman. The pres- 
ent deacons are Brothers Tom 
Gentry, William Miller, Jesse 
Reese, McKinley Slegins, Eura 
Owens, and Robert Haggard. Rev. 
C. C. Calloway is the persent pas- 
tor. The church was organized 
with fifty-eight members. At pres- 
ent, we have eight hundred mem- 
bers, and are doing excellent un- 
der our very efficient and brilliant 
pastor. 


Iota Criark, Church Clerk, Rev. C. C. Cattoway, 
Pastor. 


< 
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HARRISON STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 
Paducah, Ky. 


HARRISON STREET CHURCH Rev. J. M. STEVENSON 


Pastor 


The Harrison Street church has enjoyed the leadership of the fol- 
lowing pastors: Revs. J. Glover, J. O. Griffin, E. W. Hawthorne, B. L. 
Ivory, A. M. Samuels, P. D. Dennis and the present pastor, J. M. 
Stevenson. We are going forward in the name of “One Lord, One 
Faith and One Baptism.” 


Beane Brown, Clerk. 


Choir Usher Board 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
Jeffersontown, Ky. 


This church was organized in 1833, during the dark days of slavery, 
by Rev. Henry Adams, pastor of the Fifth Street Baptist Church of 
Louisville, Kentucky. Rev. Summerfield, the first pastor, was a slave 
but served with the dignity of that age. Several years later the 
church was burned by the Ku-Klux, after which the citizens gave a 
plot of ground for worship. This was used by the Baptists, Methodists 
and Cumberland Presbyterians as a place for worship. 

The Baptist congregation grew rapidly and sought larger quarters. 
Brothers Harrison Taylor, George Lewis, Isham Lackey, Lanise Ender 
and many others secured the present location from Mr. John Tucker 
for $175.00 and erected the present building. We have had several 
pastors during the one hundred and ten years of existence. They were: 
Revs. Summerfield, Elias Anderson, James Enden, Philip Alexander, 
James Wilson, Richard Reynolds, and the present pastor, A. A. Car- 
yoll. The late Richard Reynolds spent the greater number of years 
as leader, for forty-six years he was shepherd of the flock. The Rev. 
A. A. Carroll was called to the pastorate eighteen months after the 
passing of Rev. Reynolds and has made a splendid pastor. 
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MT. ZION BAPTIST CHURCH 
Warsaw, Ky. 


A meeting was held at the Mt. Zion Church of Warsaw, Kentucky, 
October 18, 1942 with Rev. A. J. Nelson, Moderator, and the Rev. C. 
Smith, pastor of the white Baptist church, as witness. The officers and 
members of the Predestinarian faith, of this church, declared them- 
selves by a unanimous vote as no longer members of that body, and 
accepted the Missionary Baptist 
Faith and Doctrine. On the fol- 
lowing Sunday, October 25, they 
were baptized at the Second 
Baptist Church, Carrollton, Ken- 
tucky, by their elected pastor, 
Rev. A. J. Nelson. The Revs. 
M. H. Gant, State Missionary 
and J. L. Roberts, District Mis- 
sionary, along with many others, 
were present and enjoyed this 
great baptizing and uniting feast 
of these servants of the Lord 
into the Missionary Baptist faith. 

All through the winter months 
we have striven and toiled, and 
by the help of the Almighty 
God, we are free from all in- 
debtedness. We are happy to 
be in this great Diamond Jubilee 
Volume. 

The gospel has been preached 
in its power and simplicity by 
Revs. Nelson, M. H. Gant, and 
R. J. Miller, and during the two Rev, A. J. NELSON 
revivals that our pastor carried Pastor 
on for us before our conversion 
into the Missionary Baptist faith, we have increased our membership 
to a large extent. May your prayers and best wishes follow us 
throughout our work. 


DIAMOND JUBILEE 247 


MAIN STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 
Lexington, Ky. 


Organized 1862 by Rev. Frederick Braxton. Purchased present 
property 1862. Erected building 1870. Honorable Abraham Lin- 


coln’s name was recorded on the deed. The first free Negro school in 
Lexington was in this building. Rev. Henry Marrs was its teacher. 
The following have served as pastors: Revs. Frederick Braxton, 1862- 
1876; William Gray (six years); Eugene Evans (one year); G. M. 
Moore (twelve years); Robert Mitchell (two years); E. A. Edwards 
(three years ); Charles Douglass (four years); R. T. Frye (four years ); 
L. N. Cheek (three years); J. J. McCutchen (ten years) and James 
W. Gibson since 1924. 


The present deacons and trustees: Robert Hall, Henry Davis, J. C. 
Snowden, Herman Winchester, John Rothel, Ben French, Earnest 
Jackson, Aaron Bolar, Allen Rankins, Dr. C. C. Buford, Frank Davis, 
Jessie Davis, James Davis, George Smalley, Hayden Wheeler. 

Value of church property $100,000. Membership eight hundred 
and fifty. 
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MT. LEBANON BAPTIST CHURCH 
Louisville, Ky. 


The Mt. Lebanon Baptist Church started as a mission and was or- 
ganized as a church, October 26, 1906, with Rev. John D. Spurling as 
its first pastor, who served until 1910. 

The succession of its ministry was as follows: Rev. Charles Owens, 
1910-1911; Rev. G. K. Wilson, 1911-1913; Revi” J) -Ma Wigore: 
1913-1917; Rev. V. W. McLawler, 1917-1931; Rev. Huston Harris 
served six months and Rev. W. K. Walls, one month in 1932. After 
the death of Rev. Walls, the Rev. Huston Harris supplied the pulpit 
until the church extended the Rev. William H. Ballew a call in Sep- 
tember, 1932. The Rev. Ballew took charge as pastor January 1, 1933. 

Mt. Lebanon has made commendable progress under each of her 
pastors, but perhaps the most remarkable records under the Rev. 
Moore as an evangelistic pastor; the Rev. McLawler, in leading them 
in the securing of a new location and a beautiful house of worship. 
The Rev. Ballew in developing the church organization and display- 
ing great ability as a financier. 

Among the ministers licensed by the church are—Revs. Robert 
Tolley, Huston Harris, Robert Turner, Ashford K. Bennett and Jewell 
Hanley. | 

Those ordained, Revs. Robert Tolley, Huston Harris, D. N. Beau- 
champ, T. H. Hunt, R. D. Merriweather, and C. D. Morrow. 
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This church has been hostess to the following denominational or- 
ganizations: Baptist Women’s State Educational Convention, Baptist 
Women’s State Missionary Convention, Central District Association 
and The General Association of Colored Baptists in Kentucky. 

They have opened their doors to the National Baptist Sunday 
School and B. Y. P. U. Congress, Unincorporated, and Federation of 
Women’s Clubs of Kentucky, for their annual sessions. 


MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF THE 
MT. LEBANON BAPTIST CHURCH 
By Mrs. Berrua Lay 


The Mt. Lebanon Missionary Society was organized in September, 
1916 by Mrs. Mary Virginia Parrish. Four christian women have 
served as os of this organization, namely—the late Mrs. Cor- 


delia Wade, the late Mrs. Eliza Hardesty, Mrs. Rosa Saunders and 
Mrs. Birdie Franklin Milan. The qualifications which Mrs. Milan has 
shown has meant much to the growth of the Society, many outstand- 
ing accomplishments are listed under her leadership. 

The Sunbeam Band, a junior organization of the Society was or- 
ganized a few years ago by our beloved pastor, the Rev. Wm. H. 
Ballew, with youthful leaders guiding and directing the children. 

Over a period of years the Society has increased in strength, with 
the directing Spirit of the Master ever with them. Today it stands 
as one of the influential organizations of the Mount Lebanon Baptist 
Church. They are host to the State Missionary Convention in this the 
Diamond Jubilee Year of the General Association. 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
Winchester, Ky. 


The First Baptist Church of Winchester was organized shortly after 
the Civil War. It belongs to that galaxy of churches which comprise 
the originators of the Consolidated Association. It was, before that 
time, a member of the Elkhorn District which combined with the 
Zion District to form the Consolidated in 1879. The clerk of the 
council which set it apart was Rev. Chas. Fishback. Its first pastor 
was the Rev. Jacob’ Bush. 
Among its first deacons were 
Paducah Banks, Henry Ecton, 
and Gilbert Emery. 

After the death of Bro. Bush, 
the pulpit was supplied by 
Brother Peter Wyatt, and finally 
Rev. Lee Rogers took charge. 
Brother Rogers led in the con- 
struction of the first house of 
worship. Rev. J. F. Hummons 
pastored from 1875 to 1899; Rev. 
Elijah Withers and G. W. Pat- 
terson followed. 

In 1898, a new brick structure 
was built. The church was 
graced with such leaders as R. 
De Buller NV. O- Hatpeieheae 
Huttman;, SRO “EL Ce Mitchell: 
John Fisher, W. R. Richardson, 
W. J. M. Price, and E. H. Smith. 

In 1921, the present pastor, 
Rev. E .O. Givens was extended a call to its leadership. No doubt 
that the greatest work, spiritually, financially, and numerically that 
has been accomplished by this church has been done under his pas- 
torate. The church has a membership of 500. In 1929, one of the 
most magnificent church structures in this section was built at a cost 
of more than $60,000 and the present indebtedness is less than $3,550. 

The present deacon board is headed by C. F. Sloan, John Blanton, 
Wade Smith, and Henry Williams. C. E. Colerane is Sunday School 
Superintendent. 

Some of the sainted leaders of the past are: Rev. H. D. Colerane, 
who was ordained a minister by this church in 1896; J. Marshall Bates, 
William Taylor, J. H. Garvin, Henry Flynn, John Boone, and Jas. 
Boone. 


First Baptist CHURCH 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
Versailles, Ky. 
The First Baptist Church, Versailles, Kentucky was organized by 


John Olliver—date unknown, but believed to be in the sixties. The 
first place of worship was in a frame building down in the bottoms. 
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EArt R. BR. B: BUTLER REV 9E- L. KEETONS, Pastor 


This was later replaced by a brick building where the congregation 
worshipped until moving to the persent building in 1921-22. The 
first pastor was Rev. Reuben Lee, 1869-1876. Others were Revs. Cary 
C. Smothers, 1876-1907; R. B. Butler, 1908-1934; J. N. Smothers, 1934- 
1942. The present pastor, Rev. H. T. Keeton, was called and ac- 
cepted the third Sunday in August, 1942. Some of the first deacons 
were: Lewis Ferman, Tom Winkfield, Richard Harvey, Henry Taylor, 
Jack Walker, Lewis H. Coleman, Aaron Sercy, and Sanderson Jeffer- 
son. 
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Late JOHN N. SMOTHERS 


Late Rev. Cary SMOTHERS 


The present edifice was built by the late Dr. Butler and now stands 
among the front line churches in the State. 
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TABERNACLE BAPTIST CHURCH 
Dayton, Ohio 


The Tabernacle Baptist Church is listed among Ohio’s leading 
Baptist Churches. The warmth and fellowship daily evidenced among 
the members began with the origin of the church and is still present 
at every service. Each department of the church is a live and ac- 
tive entity and is making its contribution in helping to spread the 
gospel truths. 


Tabernacle has been blessed with good pastors and today we are 
under the splendid leadership of the Rev. J. Welby Broaddus, who 
has shown remarkable ability as a financier and spiritual leader. 


Rev. Broaddus has enjoyed for a number of years the reputation 
of being almost uncanny in his ability to develop the financial strength 
of churches under his charge, his ability to lead men and women in 
the search for religious growth and development. He enjoys not 
only the confidence of his intimate associates but is highly respected 
by the leading ministers of the city, state and nation. Rev. Broaddus 
is a Kentuckian with a rich heritage, following in the footsteps of his 
illustrious father, the late Rev. Howard Broaddus, a fearless and dy- 
namic minister, he came to Dayton after several years of successful 
pastorage in Richmond and Frankfort, Kentucky, and was a_ lead- 
ing personality among Baptists. He served as assistant Moderator 
of the General Association of Kentucky for thirteen years and was 
much in demand as a public speaker and civic leader. He is blessed 
with the companionship of his wife, Mrs. Nanye Broaddus, and 
daughter, Mary. 


SECTION VI 
* 


INDIVIDUAL 
SKETCHES 
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INDIVIDUAL SKETCHES 


REV, oA; Re LAsiry 


A Kk. Lasley, A.B., B.th., M.A., 
Campbellsville, Ky., pastor of 
the First Baptist Church, Har- 
rodsburg. All indebtedness has 
been liquidated, _ mortgages 
burned, church beautified, mus- 
ical instruments purchased, held 
four revivals, entertained the 
South District S. S. Convention, 
July, 1943; Auditor of the Gen- 
eral Association, chairman of the 
Necrology committee K. N. E. 
A., member of the Kappa Alpha 
Psi Fraternity, Master Mason, 
Principal of the Durham High 
School, Campbellsville and have 
completed plans for a modern 
building. Pastored First Church, 
Hodgenville and Pleasant Hill, 
Green County 10 years, 


Miss Ruspy KING 


Organist and Director, Junior 
Choir, Shiloh Baptist Church, 
eleven years; Gospel Soloist, Spe- 
cial music training Simmons Uni- 
versity and Mr. La _ Shelle, 
French Artist, Indianapolis, who 
taught Todd Duncan; A.B. de- 
gree, Kentucky State College; 
graduate work, University of 
Cincinnati; Director of Senior 
Choir, Main Street Baptist 
Church; Director, Keys of Zion 
Gospel Chorus; Director, Usher 
Chorus, Evergreen Baptist 
Church. 


Rey. Austin BE.x, B.Th. 


Pastar of the Elevated Baptist 


Church, Franklin, Kentucky. 


Rev. V. W. McLawter, 
A Deeb. LANL, 


Pastor of South Calvary Bap- 

tist Church, Indianapolis, Indi- 

ana. Teacher for thirty-three 
years. 


Mes. MAarrHa WALKER 


Frankfort, Member of the First 


Baptist Church. 


THe LATE GEORGE CARTER 
Organizer Baptist State 
Musical Convention. 
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Rev. AND Mrs. E. B. Miron 


Rey. E. B. Milton, born in Gallatin County; member of Beargrass 
Baptist Church; student of Simmons University; preaching 56 years; 
petit juror 2 years. Mrs, Francis Milton, wife. 
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Mes. Evste SmirH CHENAULT 
Lexington, Ky. 


Mother of Prof. Sidney R. 
Smith, Simmons University; of 
Rev. James A. Smith, pastor of 
Jacksonville and Leesburg 
Churches; of Mrs. Wynemo 
Smith McCann, President of the 
Shiloh Baptist Choir; of Stanley 
A. Smith, Lexington Organist, 
Pianist and Singer; long time 
member of Shiloh Baptist 
Church, member of the Choir, 
President of the Missionary So- 
ciety, State Missionary worker, 
Officer of a Lexington Lodge. 


LATE Mrs. VIENNA PARKER 
PARRISH 


State and National Missionary 


The years you spent in toil for 
me, 

Are deeply grained in memory; 

I feel your Loving Spirit ever 
near, 

My Mother Dear, my Mother 
Dear! 


Each night you prayed that you 
might be 

More loving day by day to me: 

You taught me how to live and 
pray, 

And now I mark this day! 


O Mother Mine, I love you so! 
As each day comes I love you 
more! 
I bless each sigh and kiss away 
each tear, 
O Mother Dear, Mother! my 
Mother Dear. 


—Sidney R. Smith. 
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Mrs. Vicrorta NELSON Mrs. SARAH VALENTINE 
President Mt. Calvary District Louisville; Missionary of Mt. 
Women’s Missionary Convention Calvary District Convention for 

nine years. seventeen years. 


Rev. RK. 1. Cuinns, Pastor 
First Baptist Church, 
Lancaster, Ky. 
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Rev. E. W. Jones, Pastor 
Guiding Star Baptist Church, 
Louisville, Ky. 


Mrs. E. W. JONEs 
Louisville, Ky. 


Rev. A. F. Fox, Princeton, Ky. 

Pastor of Shepherd Street 

Church; Assistant Secretary of 

the General Association of Negro 
Baptists. 
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Rey. E. W. REEp, Deceased 
Louisville, Ky. 


eve hal} DEAT. 
Cromona, Ky. 


Pastor of the Mt. Zion Baptist 
Church, Hazard, Ky.; Mt. Zion 
Baptist Church, Cromona. 
Served fifteen years as modera- 
tor of Elkhorn and Sandy Valley 
District Association. 


Rev. G. D. Bass, Pastor 
Zion Grove Baptist Church 
Ekron, Ky. 
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Rev. D. N. BEAucHAmMp, Pastor 
Meadow Lawn Baptist Church 
Orell, Ky. 


REv. OMER C. SCHECKLES, 


A.B.;: B.D,, KT. (Simmons 
University 1924-25); Instructor, 
English, Greek, and Hebrew, ten 
years; Sunshine Center.  Assist- 
ant Pastor, Twenty-Eighth Street 
Baptist Church, Louisville, Ky. 


Mrs. VircIntiA HOcKER 


Mrs. Virginia Shelton Hocker, 
Vice President of the First Dis- 
trict S. S.. and. Bi TUS Genven- 
tion; Chorister of the First Bap- 
tist Church, Greenville, and 
teacher in the Sunday School. 
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Rev. Mapison CAMPBELL REV2o, Ee. OUNGC.- Pastor 
Forest Baptist Church, 


One time pastor of First Bap- Newburg, Ky. 


tist Church, Richmond, Ken- 
tucky; organizer of Mt. Pleasant 
District Association. 


Mes. Mouur N. WILLIAMS 
Louisville, Ky. 
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R Ww G Rey. WILLIAM BELL, Pastor 
EV. WILLIAM GREVIOUS Pilgrim Baptist Gherem 


Lexington, Ky. Lexington, Kentucky 


Pastor of the First Baptist 
Church, Nepton, Kentucky. 


Rev. W. M. Watker, Louisville 
Pastor of Hewdstone Baptist 
Church. 
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Rev. W. M. MircHeELL, Pastor Rev. At J. oe PRICE 
of Nazarene Baptist Church, ee 


Louisville, Ky. 


MRS. MARY V. PARRISH 


Active in religious and _ civic 
work, local and national. Cor- 
responding Secretary of State 
Baptist Missionary Convention 
and Treasurer of the Women’s 
Auxiliary of the National Bap- 
tist Convention, Inc. 
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Rev. O. D. Jones, Pastor 
Pleasant Run Baptist Church 
McRoberts, Kentucky 
and 
The Union Baptist Church 
Verda, Kentucky 


Rev. C. W. Toriver, Paducah 

Pastor, Pleasant Grove Baptist 

Church; First Vice Moderator, 
Green Valley Association. 


H. BBR 
H. B. Britt, A.B., A.M., Louis- 


ville. Born January 3, 1871 at 
Brownsville, Kentucky, Edmond- 
son County, where he attended 
public school. Graduate of the 
State University 1899. Majored 
in music in both white and col- 
ored schools; first soloist of his 
race; delegate to the Baptist 
World’s Congress, London, Eng- 
land in 1905 and the only one 
that made the second appear- 
ico and in thirty-eight states in 
ance. ‘Travelled? ins bnelame. 
France, Germany, Canada, Mex- 
ico and in thirty-eight states in 
the union. 


Yours for Kingdom building, 
He Beg Brite 
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Miss GENEVA COOPER 
Soprano Radio Artist, 
Louisville, Ky. 


CHARLES ANDERSON 


New Hope Baptist Church, Ash- 
land, Ky. Deacon, Sunday 
School Superintendent, Vice 
Rresident. ofState B:. Y. P:. U. 
and Sunday School Conventions. 


REevae HAS - SCOTT 


Rey: Henry -Anderson Scott, 
born Henry County, Kentucky, 
1854, near New Castle. Re- 
ceived B.Th. degree from Sim- 
mons University in 1911; burned 
following mortgages: First Bap- 
tist, Maceo; First Baptist, Pewee 
Valley. Zion he baptist, Paris: 
Pleasant View Baptist, Louis- 
ville; Moderator, Ministers’ and 
Deacons’ Meeting, Louisville, 
three months; Chairman, State 
Mission Board, one year; pas- 
tored the Hopewell Baptist 
Church, Glasgow, where he did 
a commendable work. He is a 
conscientious student of God’s 
word and a progressive minister. 
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Dr. J. FRANcIs WILSON 
Owensboro, Ky. 


Dr. J. Francis Wilson, D.D,,. 
Octobers 21 18702Nov.y1le. 103870 
Born in Harrodsburg, Mercer 
County, Ky., ordained August, 
1897. Pastored Flemingsburg, 
Falmouth, Ky., and Cape Town, 
South Africa. Brought three 
natives to Simmons. Served 
Consolidated District and State 
B. Y: P. U. and'S. S. Convention 
as Organizer and Missionary. 
Chief Usher N. B. C. (incorpo- 
rated), Sec. Ministers’ Mes- 
sengers. State Convention un- 
der Pres. Carter erected a monu- 
ment in his memory Nov. 4, 


1938. 


Mrs. DoLLYE Wooprork WILSON 
Owensboro, Ky. 


Dollye Woodfork Wilson, A.B. 
Born Petri, Hancock County, 
Kentucky, September 9, 1899. 
Moved to Maceo. Graduated 
from Public School, Kentucky 
State Junior College 1918, Sim- 
mons University 1928, Kentucky 
State 1985. Studied at Uni- 
versity of Cincinnati, Indiana 
State, Hampton, .and Fisk. 
Taught in Nelson, Breckenridge 
and Daviess. Principal Carver 
Consolidated School. President 
GR. V. -D:, S#S:cand= Bs eee 
Convention. Four and one-half 
years State Missionary and Or- 
ganizer. Financial Secretary 
State B. W. M. Convention. 
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Rev. L. W. Jackson, Paducah 


Pastor First Baptist Church, 
Greenville; St. Bethlehem Bap- 
tist Church, Pembroke; Vice 
Presiaent lL R.vand C: V. Con- 
vention and Treasurer of L. R. 
and C. V. Association. 


Rev. E. PULLEN 
Henderson, Kentucky 


Pastor, Norris Chapel; Record- 
ing Secretary of First. District 
Association; Moderator, Hender- 
son, and Henderson County 
Ministers’ and Deacons’ Associa- 
tion. 


Joun D. Situ, Jr. 
Louisville, Ky. 
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Mr. W. J. BRown Mrs, Eucenta BROWN 


Deacon W. J. Brown, Louisville, Kentucky. Born March 12, 1870 
at Cumberland, Tenn. A member of Zion Baptist Church for 41 
years and has served in almost every department of the church. As 
Prayer Meeting leader I organized out of the prayer meeting and 
taught Class No. 3 for 15 years. I was the first one to intercede for 
the present location of Zion Baptist Church. And on the opening 
day, December 9, 1928, as trustee I had the honor of presenting the 
keys to the church. I am at present a deacon, trustee, member of 
finance committee, and Adult Superintendent. 


Mrs. Eugenia P. Brown, Louisville, Kentucky. The wife of Deacon 
W. J. Brown, also a member of Zion Baptist Church. President of 
the Missionary Society, General Secretary of the Sunday School, 
Secretary of the Women’s State Missionary Convention, Correspond- 
ing Secretary of the Central District Sunday School and B. Y. P. U. 
Convention. 
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Mrs. Mayme Morris, President of the State Musical Convention of 
Kentucky Baptists. 

Graduate of the Chicago School of Music and Post Course in 
Church Music at Oberlin Conservatory, also graduate of Eckstein 
Norton Junior College and Simmons University with A.B. working 
toward Master with Indiana University; Teacher in Jefferson County 
School (Orell); a graduate in Religious Education from National 
Peete. -ond S- S$. Congress. 
Leader of the Fine Arts Dept., 
of our National B. T. U. and S. 
S. Congress, Member of the Na- 
tional board, President of the 
Jefferson County Teachers As- 
sociation, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Management of the 
Y. M. C. A., Superintendent of 
the Senior Department of the 
Calvary Baptist Church, Leader 
of the Young People’s Choir, In- 
structor and leader of music in 
the City Wide Training School 
of religion, an active worker in 
Religious and Civic affairs, with 
the ability to fit in, having trav- 
eled extensively both at home 
and abroad. 

In 1937, Mrs. Morris journeyed 
in nine countries in Europe as 
a delegate and director of a mus- 
ical singing group to the Second Mrs. Mayme Morris 
International “Youth Congress” 
of the Baptists World Alliance 
which convened at Zurich, Swit- 
zerland. 


Treasurer and heads Constitution Committee of Sigma Gamma Rho 
Sorority. Leader of the Elementary Dept. of the K. N. E. A. Daugh- 
ter of the late Charles and Clarisa Mason. Wife of Robert L. Morris, 


mail carrier. 
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Rey. William Bradford Hall, born a slave March 7, 1856, near New- 
town, in Scott County, Kentucky. An early wage earner because of 
the death of his mother; bound to his master until manhood. His mas- 
ter moved to Henry County, near Eminence, Ky, where William joined 
the church and a year later, felt the call to the ministry and was 
licensed and ordained by the Baptist church. 


During his youth, he was given elementary instruction by his mas- 
ter and later attended for six years 
Roger Williams University in Nash- 
ville, Tennessee. Simmons Uni- 
versity conferred the honor of Doc- 
tor of Divinity upon him for out- 
standing work in education and the 
ministry. 


His first pastoral duties were in 
Tennessee; then, later, in Kentucky 
where he built, remodeled, and 
pastored churches at Bagdad, 
Christiansburg, Campbellsburg, 
Shiloh, Pewee Valley, Ghent, and 
New Liberty—his persent pastorate 
for forty-one years. 

Rev. Hall’s service to the de- 
nomination has been as Moderator, 
and Secretary of the Central Dis- 
trict Association; Secretary of the 
Central District Sunday School 
Convention; Member of the Ex- 
ecutive and Missionary Boards. 
Married to Virginia Francis San- 
ders at the age of 24, they enjoyed 
a happy life of forty-nine years and 
eleven months before her death. 


REV; Wi Bee ae 


Later, he was married to Mrs. 
Carrie Dean, his present wife, who maintains the same standard of 
living and comfortable home. Sixteen orphan children have been 


reared and cared for, besides the two children—John Hall and Daisy 
H. Fitzgerald. 
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Barney Ford Reid, Jr., the son of Barney Ford and Mariah ( Pol- 
lard) Reid, was born in Garrard County, Ky. He married Claudia C. 
Ballew in 1919. Received the A.B., B.D., and D.D. degrees from 
Simmons University, A.M. from the University of Cincinnati, and did 
research work at the Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati, Ohio. He 
is a member of the Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity. Pastored at Seymour, 
Ind., Farmdale, Taylorsville, and Portland; Louisville, Ky. He also 
served on the staff of Sunday 
School Pedagogy and Theologi- 
cal faculty of Simmons Uni- 
versity. 


While at Camp Taylor during 
World War No. 1 he was pro- 
moted to corporal, then sergeant, 
and later was made principal of 
the Consolidated Army School. 

During the summer months of 
1929 and 1930 he conducted 
Daily Vacation Bible School at 
the Zion Baptist Church, which 
was reported to be the largest 
schools in southern Ohio. 


The Cincinnati Theological 
Seminary organized and con- 
ducted by the late Rev. L. H. 
Ingraham, was consolidated with 
the Zion Baptist Church School, 
and in February of 1930 a well 
equipped school for religious 
training was opened in the Zion 
Baptist Annex with Rev. Reid as 
Director and principal instructor. 


He was a delegate to the Rey. B. F. Rem, Jr., Pastor 
World’s Student movement, 
three times delegate to the Baptist World’s Alliance. In 1934 he 
traveled extensively in Europe, Africa and Palestine. He is Director 
of Religious Education in the state of Ohio and Dean of the Summer 
School of the Ohio Baptist General Association. 


He was President of the Congress Club entertaining the National 
S. S. and B. T. U. Congress in 1943. He has been pastor of the Zion 
Baptist Church, Cincinnati, Ohio, for 16 years. 
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Mrs. HANNAH LAURETTA 
BALLEW 


She was born in Madison 
County, Kentucky and attended 
the public school, graduating 
from the Richmond High School 
in 1908, and furthered her edu- 
cation at Butler College, In- 
dianapolis, Indiana and Ken- 
tucky State College, Frankfort, 
Kentucky. 

Mrs. Ballew was married to 
the Rev. Wm. H. Ballew in 1916. 
Their home was blessed with 
four children of which three sur- 
vive. 

She taught for a number of 
years in the public school at 
Richmond, and presently is the 
president of the Baptist Minis- 
ters Wives Council of Louis- 
ville and active in church and 
denominational work locally and 
nationally, 


Mes. ALICE GOODLOE 
Perryville, Ky. 


Mrs. Hattie Locke 
Lynch, Ky. 


DIAMOND JUBILEE 271 


OFFUTT FAMILY 


Seated, left to right—Rev. W. P. Offutt, Sr.; Mrs. Margaret Offutt. 
Standing—Charles E., Juanita H., Edwyna A., Walter P., Jr., and 
William R. 


Walter Philip Offutt, Sr., A.B., A.M., B.Th., D.D. Born in Logan 
County, Kentucky. Educated at Simmons University. Converted 
September 23, 1897. Ordained June 4, 1912. Pastored the following 
Baptist Churches in Kentucky: Second, Owenton; First, LaGrange; 
Portland, Louisville; State Street, Bowling Green, and Calvary, Louis- 
ville. Taught at Simmons University; Moderator of the General As- 
sociation of Kentucky Baptists 10 years, during which period over 
$133,000 were received and disbursed in the interests of Kentucky 
Baptists. Writer for Sunday School Literature 10 years, and at pres- 
ent is Publicity Agent for the National Baptist Convention, and mem- 
ber of the Board of Directors of The Mammoth Life Insurance Com- 
pany. 

Mrs. Margaret Greeta Smith Offutt. Born in Kentucky, educated 
in the Public Schools of Shelbyville, Indiana, and Simmons Uni- 
versity; is President of the Central District Women’s Missionary Con- 
vention; Vice President of Baptist Women’s Missionary Convention, 
and State Vice President, Women’s Auxiliary, National Baptist Con- 
vention, Inc. 
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Rev. AND Mrs. T. H. Smiru 


Rev. T. H. Smith was born in Fayette County, Ky., and received his 
early training in the public schools of Lexington. Later he took work 
under the late Revs. R. B. Butler and E. T. Offutt. In 1933 he re- 
ceived the B.Th. Degree from Simmons University, and in 1940 he 
was honored with the D.D. Degree from the same institution. 


Rev. Smith operated a successful business for 15 years. He was 
ordained in 1910 and has pastored the following churches: Bethel, 
Lexington; Little Zion, Jessamine County; Utteringtown, 3 years; Zion, 
Georgetown, 5 years; Pilgrim, Midway, 7 years, 8 months; Zion, 
Georgetown, 6 years; Shiloh, Lexington, 11 years. He has served as 
treasurer of the Howard’s Creek Sunday School Convention; Member 
of Executive Board of Howard’s Creek and Consolidated Associations; 
Member, State Mission Board, Foreign Mission Board; Secretary of 
Howard's Creek Association and at present Moderator of that same 
body; former secretary of Lexington M. D. Meeting. 


Rey. Smith has conducted many revivals, baptized a large number 
of persons, married many couples, and preached many funerals. In 
1903 he was married to Miss Helen Ray, Jonestown. To this union 
were born eleven children, eight of whom are now living. 


DIAMOND JUBILEE 279 


WILLIAM HOWARD BALLEW 


Was born and reared on a farm in Madison County, Kentucky. 
Attended the county public school and graduated from the Rich- 
mond High School in 1918. Mr. Ballew was elected by the County 
Board of Education as one of the teachers and begun teaching in 
the summer of 1913 in the rural school of Madison County. In Jan- 
uary, 1914, he entered the Kentucky State Normal and Industrial 
Institute at Frankfort, Kentucky. Together with his literary training 
he studied printing and took a special course in agriculture, grad- 
uating in 1917 from that department and the regular Normal teachers 
course. 


He acknowledged the call to the gospel ministry in 1917 and was 
ordained in 1919. Rev. Ballew received his Bachelor of Theology 
from Simmons University in 1926 and graduated from Kentucky State 
College, the department of Liberal Arts in 1932, majoring in Social 
Science. He pastored the First Baptist Church in Frankfort, Ken- 
tucky for thirteen years and seven months, was called to his present 
pastorage, the Mt. Lebanon Baptist Church in September, 1932. While 
pastoring in Frankfort he served as Mederator of the Consolidated 
District Association for eight years. 


Because of his knowledge of printing, and by persuasion he asso- 
ciated himself with the late William H. Steward, working with the 
American Baptist paper and succeeded Mr. Steward as editor. Rev. 
Ballew has served Kentucky Baptists as Moderator since 1935 and is 
doing a commendable work in leading them to higher ground. He is 
State Vice President of the National Baptist Convention Incorporated. 
In the year of 1916, August 24th, he was married to Miss Hannah 
Lauretta Dunson, and the family consists of three children, namely: 
Wm. Harrison, Anna Elizabeth and Gerald D. Ballew. 
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TarsLatee Reve He de Orrurr 
IAI ee BHO b SIDED). 
Lexington, Ky, 


Former Teacher of Simmons 
University and pastor of Pleas- 
ant Green Baptist Church, Lex- 
ington, Ky. 
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Rey. J. V. Botroms 


Pastor of 
Church, Fairfield, Kentucky. 
Professor of Theology, Simmons 
University, Louisville. 


Rey. W. B. Brewton, Pastor 

Mt. Zion Baptist Church, Cox- 

ton, Kentucky. Commissioner 

Foreign Mission Board, State of 
Kentucky. 


Second Baptist 


Rev. H. F. JonNnson, Deceased 
Louisville, Ky. 


Rev. J. STERLING BEVERLY 


Rev. J. Sterling Beverly, born 
August 26, 1911, at Henderson, 
Kentucky. Received his B.Th. 
degree from Simmons University 
in 1940. Called to Parkridge 
Baptist Church, 1938, and Mt. 
Zion Baptist Church in 1939. 
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dained from the Main Street Baptist Church, of Lexington, Kentucky, 
He served successfully as pastor of the Beckersville Baptist Church in 
Clark County, the Mt. Nebo Baptist Church at Shallow Ford in Madi- 
son County. The Beargrass Baptist Church in Louisville, Kentucky 
called him as pastor. This was a happy experience for Rev. Saunders. 
While shepherding the flock at Beargrass he served as State Evan- 
gelist for Kentucky Baptists. Upon resignation he entered Bishop 
College, Marshall, Texas, in September, 1936. The years of 1936 and 
1937 were spent at Bishop and the following summer at Wiley Col- 
lege for one term. In the fall of 1937 Rev. Saunders was called to the 
pastorate of the St. Mark Baptist Church at Harleton, Texas, and to 
the Union Baptist Church at Avenger, Texas, in the spring of 1938. 
He served as president of the Sunday School and B. T. U. Congress of 
Northeast Texas District. 

In 1938 he accepted the call to the Providence Baptist Church at 
Dallas, Texas. The membership had dwindled to a very small per- 
centage at this time but by prayer and perseverance the membership 
grew numerically and financially strong, in a short time they were 
able to build a new house of worship. From Dallas to Greater Mount 
Zion at Cleburne. He succeeded in binding a deal for a new brick 
building and parsonage, funds raised for the purchase, the corner- 
stone laid and the Lord blessed the work. 


Aside from his regular duties as pastor Rev. Saunders served as 
Secretary of Galilee, Greggs Memorial Association and Vice President 
of the Ministers’ Conference of the Texas Baptist Convention. After 
two years of hard work in Cleburne and paying off a large indebt- 
edness he resigned to accept a work which required a greater service 
for the Master. He was called as assistant to the Rev. A. W. Pryor, 
pastor of the Mt. Zion Baptist Church of Ft. Worth, Texas. Dr. Pryor 
proved a great friend to Rev. Saunders and made a_ supposingly 
difficult task easy. He stayed at Ft. Worth a short time however, 
for after four months he was called to the New Hope Baptist Church 
of Port Arthur, Texas, which he is now pastoring. This church 
beasts of a membership of more than 1,200, the Lord is blessing the 
work and many souls have accepted Christ since his pastoral work 
started in New Hope. 

On April 4, 1943 the first Anniversary of Pastor Saunders was ob- 
served, which expressed appreciation of his work and worth. On 
July 4, 1943 the mortgage was burned which cancelled a debt of long 
standing. His experiences have been varied but his success will re- 
main in the hearts of many Texans as well as friends in his native 
state. 

In 1942 C. A. Saunders was united in marriage to the Mrs. Edna 
M. Henderson of Ft. Worth, Texas, a former student of Bishop College, 
and two children bless this home. 
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Rev. J. B. Trnstey, Louisville 
Pastor of Pewee Valley 
Baptist Church. 


Rev. H. B. Taytor, Hopkinsville. 
Pastor, Antioch Baptist Church, 
Lafayette; Good Hope Baptist 
Church, Oak Grove; Treasurer, 
First District Association; Chair- 
man, Sunday School Board. 


Rev. H. BANxKs 
Henderson, Ky. 
Pastor of the Seventh Street 
Baptist Church. 
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Milton Elwood Wilson born 
December 28, 1907, in Fayette 
County, Kentucky, son of Dea- 
con and Mrs. Milton Wilson. 
Graduated from Fayette County 
public schools and Simmons 
University in 1930 with the de- 
gree of Bachelor of Arts and 
eligible for the B.th., from the 
Divinity School. Pastored the 
following churches in Kentucky 
—First Baptist, Bracktown, 1926- 
1928; First Baptist, Paris, 1928- 
1938; became the pastor of the 
Galilee Baptist Church, Barbar- 
ton, Ohio in 1928 and continues 
in his work there. Successful 
as both pastor and evangelist, 
author of a book, “Sermons” by 
Milton E. Wilson. Married to 


Rev. M. E. Wurtson 


Miss Bessie Miller, Lexington, Kentucky, in 1938. Three children 
were born to them and constitute the family, namely, Joye Erldine, 
Milton, Jr., and William Alexander. 


Rev. G. H. WALKER, Pastor 


Eighth Street Tabernacle Baptist 


Church, Paducah, Ky. 
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THoMaAs HENRY MASON Rev. C. D. Morrow 
Hopkinsville, Ky. Louisville, Kentucky 
State Organizer of Kentucky Student of Simmons University. 
Baptist Laymen; Trustee of M. Member Mt. Lebanon Baptist 
and F’. College, Hopkinsville, Ky. Church. . 


Rey. S. T. Rosinson, Pastor 
Second Baptist Church 
Ghent, Ky. 
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KENTUCKYS GREATEST GOSPEL 


Miss Giapys WATTS 
Louisville, Ky. 


SOLOIST 


Gladys Watts was born in 
Louisville, Kentucky and edu- 
cated in the Kentucky School 
for the Blind, graduating in 
June, 1935. 

Miss Watts is an accomplished 
pianist and organist and _ has 
been blessed with a remarkable 
soprano voice particularly gifted 
to the rendition of gospel songs. 

Her natural ability to stir the 
emotions of the soul with her 
unusual voice, together with a 
sweet personality has won her 
many friends. Much of her 
service has been given in re- 
vivals and concert programs. 
Miss Watts has appeared on 
program at the National Bap- 
tist Sunday School and B. T. U. 
Congress and Convention in 
their annual sessions. 

She is an active member of 
the Mt. Lebanon Baptist church 


and renders valuable service in Kingdom building. 
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TRIBUTE TO A GREAT MISSIONARY 


Some persons are born great, 
others have greatness thrust 
upon them. 

Thinking of character and 
spirit of Mrs. Dora Tircuit has 
earned this title by willingness 
to engage heart and soul in 
Christian Service, wherever and 
whenever opportunity comes. 
Visiting city hospitals, pleading 
with unsaved in city and state 
with sympathy and earnestness; 
one can say she has been with 
Jesus, and learned His ways. 

Her “greatness” as missionary 
is seen in her holy enthusiasm. 
Words she speaks are living 
words, from a tender compas- 
sionate heart. One is impressed 
with her constant devotion to 
those in need. Walking our 
city streets on errands of mercy, 
she seems “driven” by Divine 
Compulsion. Go heal sick, raise 


dead, cast out devils in His name. 


Mrs. Dora Trrculit 
Louisville, Ky. 


In this noble manner she is a great 


missionary. Jesus said, “Let him who would be great among you be 


servant of all. 
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CLOSING WORD 


The pages of this Volume contain only a brief sketch of but a few 
of the many deserving Personalities and Institutions that have made 
noteworthy contributions to the success of Baptists in Kentucky in 
Kingdom building. 


The selection, editing and arrangement of data does not represent 
the thought and effort of any one individual, but are the results 
and evidences of definitely interested and appreciative souls yielded 
to spiritual guidance for the good of a righteous cause to the glory of 
God and the common good of man. 


There is concealed within this Volume an inconceivable treasure 
that shall prove invaluable to the generation that addresses itself to 
the tasks of chronicling the achievements of Baptists at the close of 
the next quarter of a century. 


May it be said of the Commission and those who have cooperated 
ardently to issue this second official Volume of Negro Baptists’ His- 
tory in Kentucky, with whatever may be the deficiencies or imperfec- 
tions, that they labored unselfishly and untiringly to reserve for the 
unborn generations the precious fragments and traces of a noble 
heritage. As the humble servant of a God-fearing Constituency I 
commend to you the contents of this Diamond Jubilee Volume as a 
faithful effort with the prayer that it may inspire and prove a bless- 
ing to each earnest reader. 


Faithfully yours, 


WittiAM Howarp BaALLew, Moderator. 
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